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Outdoor Worship - 
Porte Cochere Lot 
- 8:30 a.m.
Streaming Worship 
- AdventBirmingham.
org/Live - 9:00 a.m.
Outdoor Worship - Porte 
Cochere Lot -7:00 p.m.

Sr. High Dinner/
Bible Study - Cran-
mer House - 5:30 
p.m.

Jr. High Dinner/
Bible Study - 3041 
Salisbury Road - 
6:00 p.m.

One-Day Inquirers’ 
Class - Clingman 
Commons - 9:00 
a.m.

Outdoor Worship - 
Porte Cochere Lot 
- 8:30 a.m.

Streaming Worship 
- AdventBirmingham.
org/Live - 9:00 a.m.

Outdoor Worship - Porte 
Cochere Lot -7:00 p.m.

Sr. High Dinner/
Bible Study - Cran-
mer House - 5:30 
p.m.

Jr. High Dinner/
Bible Study - 3041 
Salisbury Road - 
6:00 p.m.
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A Note on Financial Support: Your financial support makes gospel ministry possible. Church staff continue to process mailed 
checks, and information about digital giving options may be found at AdventBirmingham.org/Give.

diocesan staff 
The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan, Bishop of Alabama

The Rt. Rev. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop Coadjutor of Alabama

advent staff 
The Very Rev. Andrew C. Pearson, Jr., Dean and Rector

The Rev. Canon R. Craig Smalley, Canon Pastor and Day School Chaplain

The Rev. Canon Matthew C. Schneider, Canon for Parish
Life and Evangelism

The Rev. Canon Zac Hicks, Canon for Liturgy and Worship

The Rev. Katherine P. Jacob, Deacon

The Rev. Dr. Michael Weeks, Assisting Clergy

William “Brother” Shelton Pritchard, Jr.: (Endowment Fund) by Virginia and 
Tommy Tucker and Family; Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ross Pritchard, Jr.; William 
and Faye Clark; Johnie W. Gieger; Andy and Nannette White; Pat and Ross 
Forman; Mallie Ireland • (Pastoral Care) by Mrs. John Forney

Richard L. Smalley: (Pastoral Care) by Mrs. John Forney; Nina and Ken Botsford
In Honor of Dr. Janie Spencer on Her Retirement: (Endowment Fund) by 

John and Katherine Spencer
In Thanksgiving for the Clergy and Staff of the Advent: (Endowment 

Fund) by Millie and Billy Hulsey

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:

Barbara Anne Schroeder Oliver: (Pastoral Care) 
by Kate Kiefer; Cynthia Boggs

Emily Parnell: (Endowment Fund) by Mr. and Mrs. 
Morris C. Benners, Jr.

Allen and Margaret Girvin: (Endowment Fund) by 
JuJu and Mac Beale

Prayer Available at the Advent House: Anyone desiring to seek God in prayer may reach out to the Advent House Prayer Min-
istry. We are offering prayer sessions in the garden at the Advent House (2317 Arlington Avenue South, 35205) or via the Zoom 
video app. Please contact Kathy Logue (205-410-4622, Kathy@CathedralAdvent.com) to schedule a prayer appointment or for 
more information.
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Matthew 11:28-30 
has been with me for 
most of my life as a 
Christian. I vividly re-
member as a teenager 
reading and memoriz-
ing, “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and 

heavy laden ...”. It is precious to many Epis-
copalians I know, both because of what it 
says and where it falls in our Communion 
liturgy as the headlining statement of our 
Comfortable Words after the Absolution. 
(Goodness, it’s been a long time since we’ve 
heard it together, hasn’t it?) I’ve been back 
to Matthew 11 so many times that I have 
sometimes felt like I’ve digested everything 
in there. I was wrong.

Recently, my friend Chuck Collins gave 
me a new book by Dane Ortlund entitled 
Gentle and Lowly. The book is a 200-page 
extended riff on that short phrase of Jesus’ 
in this passage: “For I am gentle and lowly 
in heart.” Ortlund observes that Scripture 
is filled with important narrative about and 
teaching from Jesus, but really in only one 
place in the Bible – here – do we have Jesus 
actually telling us what his heart is like. Of 

course we learn this and more elsewhere, 
but the fact that Jesus took the time to say 
who he is “in heart” should give us pause 
to wonder. And Jesus chooses to disclose 
to us that, deep down in his heart, he is 
“gentle and lowly.”

This is a breath of fresh air and a deep 
comfort in a time when the world seems to 
be anything but gentle and lowly. COVID 
continues to ravish us and compress our 
lives. Current (and necessary) conversations 
about race in America feel like a powder 
keg sitting next to a campfire. Our cultural 
climate is anything but gentle and lowly.

Now you might think that given all this 
my admonition to you is to “be like Je-
sus. Be gentle and lowly.” And while we 
should, that’s not what Jesus is trying to 
get across in Matthew 11. He’s not giving 
us a command; he’s telling us his heart. So 
if you’re feeling exhausted and exasper-
ated, compressed or depressed, angry or 
apathetic, indignant or impotent, know 
that Jesus is still going to be tender toward 
you, because that’s his heart. Come to him. 
Remember that he is “slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love” (Psalm 86:5).

- Zac

News & Events A Word from Canon Hicks

“Learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls.”         - Matthew 11:29

We will hold outdoor services in the porte cochere 
parking lot the next two Sundays, at 8:30 a.m. and 
7:00 p.m. Registering is necessary; sign up at Advent 
Birmingham.org/Worship. Dean Pearson will preach 
on July 12, and Doug Webster will preach on July 19.

We continue to offer worship via streaming video 
at 9:00 a.m. Canon Hicks will preach on July 12, 
and Doug Webster will preach on July 19. Visit Ad 
ventBirmingham.org/Live, Facebook Live, Twitter, or 
YouTube to access our stream. To download a ser-
vice bulletin, go to AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.

Adult Education: 10:10 - 10:50 a.m.
The Dean’s Class will be available via 
streaming video the next two Sundays. 
Mark Gignilliat will teach. Visit Advent 
Birmingham.org/Live.

Recordings of past classes are available 
on our website at AdventBirmingham.
org/Audio.

Children’s & Youth Education:
Children’s Sunday School video les-
sons are available each week at 
AdventBirmingham.org under the 
“Worship” tab. Junior and Senior 
High youth gather every Sunday 
via Zoom for Christian education 
following the 9:00 a.m. livestream 
service. Contact Tucker (Tucker@
CathedralAdvent.com) or Rebecca 
(Lankford@CathedralAdvent.com) 
for the Zoom links.

Outdoor Worship at the Church Set to 
Begin July 12

Starting this Sunday, July 12, the Advent 
will hold outdoor services in our porte co-
chere parking lot on the corner of Richard Ar-
rington Jr. Boulevard and Sixth Avenue North 
at 8:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. (The streaming 
service, which is recorded on Thursdays, will 
continue to air at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays.) Ev-
eryone who comes will need to bring their 
own chairs, masks, water or coffee, and 
to help with appropriate social distancing. 
Please dress comfortably.

You will need to sign up before coming 
so we can make sure that we keep num-
bers at a safe level. Starting each Monday 
morning, you can sign up for the following 
Sunday at AdventBirmingham.org/Worship. 
The service will be our familiar Morning 
Prayer service, similar to what we have been 
streaming, lasting 45 minutes.

We recommend that everyone check our 
website and/or social media pages each 
week before coming, to make sure there are 
no last-minute changes you might need to 
know about, relating to weather, safety, etc.

See page 3 for a partial list of FAQs, and 
visit AdventBirmingham.org/Worship for the 
complete list.

The Next Two Sundays:
July 12 and July 19, 2020



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT'S GOING ON!

July 12/19, 2020

 

education

One-Day Inquirers' Class
Interested in Church Membership? Come July 18

We invite you to attend our one-day Inquirers’ Class on Satur-
day, July 18, 9:00-3:30 p.m. in Clingman Commons at the church 
(note location change). This adult education class will give you an 
idea of what the Advent believes and why we believe it so you can 
see if you want to make the Advent your church home. Lunch will 
be provided. RSVP to Fontaine Pope (Fontaine@CathedralAdvent.
com, 205-443-8562), and she will give you your box-lunch op-
tions.

Send Us Your Contact Updates
We’re getting ready to update our printed Church Directory, 

and we’d love to keep you connected to our community. If you 
have changed your phone number(s) or address and haven’t let 
us know, please contact Margaret Pope with the updated infor-
mation (Margaret@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-226-3510). Please 
indicate which phone number you would like to have listed as your 
primary number, or if you do not want a phone number listed in 
the directory at all.

An online directory is available to parishioners through our 
website, AdventBirmingham.org. Click on “Directory” at the bot-
tom of the home page and follow the prompts to register. While 
we need your primary phone for our print directory, we can list 
separate home, cell, and work numbers for everyone online. 

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Above: The Springfield Family (l-r) – Stephen, Caroline, Betsy, 
Frank, Walker, and Mary Frances

In September, Frank and I will have been involved with a 
small group for 16 years. Almost immediately after making the 
decision to join the Advent, we knew we needed a way to get 
involved and make a large church seem smaller. Joining a small 
group seemed like the easiest way to achieve this goal. We 
were young and expecting our first child. Our lives were full 
but not too full to make the commitment to a weekly meeting.

Just as we could not imagine the twists and turns our lives 
would take, we could not imagine how our lives and the 
lives of our children would be enriched and blessed by this 
group. Our group has experienced the highs and lows of life, 
together. We have celebrated milestones, mourned losses, 
and prayed through heartaches and disappointments. We 
have made memories together as we studied the Bible, prayed 
for one another, and maybe more than anything else laughed 
together. Most of all we have grown in our love of Christ while 
growing in love for one another and our families.

Over the years, we have had seasons where it is hard to 
come together weekly, but we continue to set aside one night 
each week where we can gather. We study the Bible, enjoy 
fellowship, and enhance our spiritual development. For Frank 
and me, it is a respite in our week – a holy pause and a built-
in date night. We are forever grateful that we took a risk and 
gathered in a stranger’s home to pray and open the Bible 
together. Without this risk, we might not have found our best 
friends or understood the magnitude of Jesus’ love and grace 
for each of us.              - Caroline Springfield

With the pandemic restricting our ability to gather together, 
small groups are, now more than ever, many people’s prima-
ry contact with the church. We are working on forming new 
groups this summer. Please contact Fontaine Pope (Fontaine@
CathedralAdvent.com, 205-443-8562) if you are interested in 
joining one.

Youth Ministry
Youth Meeting for Dinner and Bible Study

All rising 10th through graduated 12th graders are invited to our 
weekly Senior High dinner and Bible study every Wednesday at 5:30 
p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209). We meet 
with the garage door open at a social distance; bring your own 
dinner and utensils. Contact Rebecca (Lankford@CathedralAdvent.
com) for details.

All rising 7th through 9th graders are invited to our weekly 
Junior High dinner and Bible study every Thursday at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Woods’ house (3041 Salisbury Road, 35213). Please bring your 
own dinner and utensils, as we meet outside at a social distance. 
Email Tucker@CathedralAdvent.com for more information.

Women's Bible Study
Come-When-You-Can Study Continues on Zoom

When God asks a question, it’s not because he doesn’t know 
the answer; it’s because he wants us to think. Join Jane Menen-
dez in a study called Questions That Echo on Wednesday, July 15, 
9:15-10:30 a.m. on the Zoom video app. The question will be “Do 
You Love Me?”

Email Jane (JLGMenendez@gmail.com) or Fontaine Pope (Fon 
taine@CathedralAdvent.com) to receive the Zoom link.

Advent Small Groups
Growing in Our Love of Christ and One Another

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a

result of works, so that no one may boast.             - Ephesians 2:8-9
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memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:

Billy W. Spain: (Dean’s Discretionary Fund) by Elizabeth F. Spain
Frazier Christy: (Endowment Fund) by Ben and Pat Carroll
Carol Sanders Williams: (Mission and Outreach) by Bryan Helm
In Thanksgiving for Jane and Elouise Wooden: (Dean’s Dis-

cretionary Fund) by Mr. and Mrs. J. Brooke Johnston, Jr.
In Honor of Samantha Yates: (Dean’s Discretionary Fund) by 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Scribner

Lucy Kate Green Joins Tara Davis on
Children’s Ministry Staff

We are pleased to announce that Lucy 
Kate Green (right above) has joined our 
Children’s Ministry staff as of July 1. She 
is serving as Assistant Children’s Director 
alongside our new Children’s Ministry Di-
rector, Tara Davis (right below), who began 
her term July 6.

Lucy Kate has faithfully served as our 
youth pastor to Junior High girls in a part-
time capacity during the past year. She has 
proven to be an effective leader, pastor, 
and teacher. In her new full-time role, half 
of her time will be with Children’s Ministry 
and half with our Junior High girls.

Elizabeth Wilson will be onboarding our 
new staff members during July until her 
term with the Advent ends on August 1.

Please pray for Lucy Kate and Tara as 
they begin their ministry with our precious 
young people.

worship

Lectionary
Sunday, July 12:    Psalm 119:105-112 or Psalm 65:(1-8) 9-14
     Genesis 25:19-34 or Isaiah 55:10-13
     Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Sunday, July 19:    Psalm 139:1-11, 22-23 or Psalm 86:11-17
     Genesis 28:10-19a or Isaiah 44:6-8
     Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Laurie Shanks Ending Term of Service in
Children’s Ministry

In the midst of the changes and transi-
tions in our Children’s Ministry, we are sad 
to say that Laurie Shanks’ term as our Chil-
dren’s Ministry Associate will end on July 31.

Long before she was on our staff, she 
and Jeff were tireless volunteers in the 
ministry, serving as regular teachers to our 
3- and 4-year-olds for many years. Laurie 
(right) has been a wonderful servant to the 
children of our church and the Children’s 
Ministry. Over the past five years, she has taught and pastored 
our children on Sunday mornings, while also coordinating and 
leading teen volunteers. In between Sundays, Laurie has done a 
tremendous amount of the behind-the-scenes work that people 
rarely see but that makes our ministry to children happen.

Please join us in giving God thanks for Laurie’s ministry at the 
Advent. “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21).

Outdoor Sunday Worship at the Advent
Some FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)

Why the porte cochere parking lot?
We considered a lot of options, but came back to the porte 

cochere. It is a part of our own property; much of the lot is 
shaded with trees; the porte cochere itself provides some cover 
for equipment; its bricked area provides a space that the officiant, 
lectors, intercessor, and preacher can use; it provides easy access 
to electricity; and we will not have to transport equipment to and 
from another off-site location.
Where will everyone sit?

Everyone should bring lawn chairs. 
What about masks?

Following local ordinances and guidance, everyone is required 
to wear a mask. Those who are leading the services will not wear 
a mask when they are speaking. 
What about social distancing?

Households may sit together, of course. Otherwise, everyone 
should maintain an appropriate distance from one another (six feet).
Do I need to sign up?

Yes – please sign up at AdventBirmingham.org/Worship, 
starting each Monday morning for the following Sunday. We have 
sign-up lists to avoid having an unsafe number of people coming.
What about children? Should we come as a family?

Though we will not have a nursery or children’s programming, 
our families and everyone of all ages are welcome. We will have 
some coloring sheets for younger children, but feel free to bring 
snacks and activities that you think would be helpful.
What if it rains, or if there’s a threat of rain?

If it rains, or if the weather forecast for that Sunday is 
clearly forecasting rain, we will not have the service and will 
encourage everyone to watch the streaming service online. This 
announcement may not be made until shortly before the service 
is scheduled to begin, and we encourage everyone to check 
AdventBirmingham.org/Worship and our social media pages that 
morning, if there seems to be any question.
What about the service I’ve been watching online?

We will continue to stream a service every Sunday morning 
at 9:00 a.m., which we record on Thursdays. We know that 
this will remain a good option and necessary for many in our 
congregation, especially given our restrictions on numbers.

Please visit AdventBirmingham.org/Worship for the complete 
list of FAQs.


