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As a native of Fort 
Payne, Alabama, I grew 
accustomed to the sea-
sonal changes in that 
northeastern part of the 
state. The fiery red and 
orange leaves of fall, 
the cold winter nights 

when the skies were full of stars, the smell 
of honeysuckles in the spring, and the hot 
summer days perfect for fishing and swim-
ming made up our annual calendar. How-
ever, my seminary days in Orlando, Florida, 
quickly taught me that Central Florida has 
only two seasons, affectionately labeled 
hot and hotter. While the lawn stays green 
year-round in this almost tropical environ-
ment, the variety that the change in sea-
sons brings is just not there.

In the third chapter of Ecclesiastes, we 
read about seasons. The first verse says, 
“To every thing there is a season, and a 
time to every purpose under the heaven” 
(KJV). The author then describes these 
various times as birth and death, planting 
and harvest, weeping and laughter, and so 
forth.

Since the Bible tells us there is a purpose for 
these seasons, I wonder what season might 
we be experiencing now? What is the pur-
pose of the global pandemic, the protesting 
and rioting across our country, and the in-
creasing popularity of violence against Chris-
tians worldwide? When you read the Book 
of Acts, riots and violence against Christians 
were not uncommon, and that season saw 
the proclamation of the gospel of Christ and 
a great increase within the churches.

Second Timothy 3:2 exhorts us to, “Preach 
the word; be prepared in season and out 
of season, correct, rebuke and encourage 
– with great patience and careful instruc-
tion.” The word of God has this incredible 
ability to speak powerfully into our lives dur-
ing the best of times and the worst of times. 
Clinging to God’s word daily and allowing it 
to flow out of us as springs of refreshment 
is not only critical for the spiritual health of 
a person, it is the comfort and encourage-
ment our community needs as we come out 
of this difficult and perplexing season. May 
you find springs of living water as you spend 
time in God’s word this season.

- Wes

News & Events A Word from Wes Sharp

As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. My 
soul thirsts for God, for the living God.           - Psalm 42:1-2a

We will hold outdoor Communion services 
in the porte cochere parking lot at 8:30 
a.m. (band-led music) and 9:45 a.m. (choir 
and organ-led music). Registering is nec-
essary; sign up at AdventBirmingham.org/
Worship. Dean Pearson will preach.
We offer worship via streaming video at 
9:00 a.m. Dean Pearson will preach this 
Sunday. Visit AdventBirmingham.org/Live, 
Facebook Live, or YouTube to access our 
stream. To download a service bulletin, go 
to AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.

Adult Education:
The Dean’s Class will be available via 
streaming video this Sunday at 10:00 
a.m. Mark Gignilliat will teach. Visit 
AdventBirmingham.org/Live.
Recordings of past classes are available 
on our website at AdventBirmingham.
org/Audio.

Children’s & Youth Education:
Sunday School for 3K through 3rd graders will be 
held at the church during the 8:30 a.m. and 9:45 
a.m. services for those who have signed up. Fourth 
and 5th grade will meet in the Menendez’s yard 
(3508 Mountain Lane, 35213) from 11:00 a.m.-
noon, and 6th grade will meet in the Malone’s 
yard (105 Crestwood Drive, 35213) from 11:00 
a.m.-noon. Children’s Sunday School video lessons 
continue to be available online each week at Ad 
ventBirmingham.org under the “Worship” tab.
Junior High youth will meet at the Flowers’ home 
(230 Richmar Drive, 35213) from 11:00 a.m.-noon. 
Senior High will meet in Cameron’s backyard (3821 
Buckingham Lane, 35243) from 11:00 a.m.-noon. 

Lectionary:
Psalm 19 or Psalm 80:7-14
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 or
Isaiah 5:1-7
Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

Communion at Outdoor Services
this Sunday

We will have Communion at both of our 
outdoor services, 8:30 a.m. and 9:45 a.m, 
this Sunday, October 4, in our porte cochere 
parking lot on the corner of Richard Arrington 
Jr. Boulevard and Sixth Avenue North. Upon 
arriving, everyone will receive an individual-
ized package containing a wafer and a small 
amount of wine. At the appropriate time, 
the Officiant will direct everyone to receive 
Communion at their seats. We will not be 
going forward for Communion. 

You need to register to attend an outdoor 
service; starting each Monday morning at 
9:00 a.m., you can sign up for the following 
Sunday at AdventBirmingham.org/Worship. 
Our permit to close Sixth Avenue along our 
block on Sundays from 8:00-11:00 a.m. has 
allowed us to increase the number who can 
safely attend each service by using the street 
for additional seating. (The streaming service, 
recorded on Thursdays, continues to air at 
9:00 a.m. on Sundays.)

The 8:30 service includes band-led music 
with members of Advent Birmingham; the 9:45 
service has live organ-led music with members 
of our Cathedral Choir. All need to bring their 
own chair, mask, Bible, and beverage.

This Sunday:
October 4, 2020



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT’S GOING ON!
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Stewardship
An Indication of Where My Heart Is

“They are to do good, to be rich in 
good works, to be generous and ready 
to share… so that they may take hold of 
that which is truly life.”   - 1 Timothy 6:18

A beloved Christian brother often said 
of his journey on this earth, “Whatever 
comes into my life, I have learned to see 
as God’s assignment for me.” He clearly 
understood that his life was not his own, 
and anyone who knew him would say 
he took hold of that which was truly life. He had a deep trust 
in God’s provision and saw himself as a servant and a steward 
of what he received. As time went on, his deep humility and 
thankfulness spilled over into how he spent his time, how he 
used his talents, how he stewarded his money, and indeed, 
ultimately how he faced his death.

How I “manage” those things that God has provided, 
whether my time, talent, or finances, is an indication of where 
my heart is, every time. Indeed, when John called for repen-
tance in Luke 3, each group in the crowd is asked to repent 
and then… give. Why would those two be connected? We 
see this with Zacchaeus; when Jesus came into his life, his first 
impulse of thankfulness was to give. The same impulse is seen 
in the poor widow, whose “mite” was all that she had. Their 
giving was a joyful response to God’s grace, and in God’s econ-
omy, it blesses others as well. I ask myself these questions (and 
I hope you do too): What if the only reason God has given me 
talents and finances is to allow me to participate in the bless-
ing of others? What if the purpose of my giving is to more fully 
and completely submit to God, as a response to his gospel of 
grace?

“Everything comes from you, and we have given you only 
what comes from your hand.”  - 1 Chronicles 29:14

- Rita Wright

Pastoral Notice: If you are going into the hospital, have need 
of prayer or counsel, or have a family member unable to attend 
church, please call the Pastoral Care Office at 205-226-3500.

Parish-Wide Prayer Meeting Via Zoom 
October 5

All parishioners are invited to a prayer gathering to take place 
via the Zoom video app on Monday, October 5, at 7:15 p.m. Typi-
cally held the first Monday of each month, this hour-long meeting 
is set aside to pray for the Advent. Visit AdventBirmingham.org/
News to get the Zoom link, and contact Margaret Pope (Marga 
ret@CathedralAdvent.com) for more information. We hope you 
can join us.

Welcome!
Please welcome those who have joined the Advent during the 

last several months. We are grateful to have them as members of 
our parish family:
Mabry and Michele Smith
Bill and Heather Weston
Key, Lillian, and Henry Hudson
Allison Morgan
Pat Cates
Marshall and Leslie Malone
Mort Taylor
Meg Hawley
Steve Puckett
Doug and Jenny Breland
Doug Barr and Lee Mink-Barr
Trey and Megan Miller
Lawrence and Sarah Pugliese
Tish Fuller
Amanda Maxwell
Kathryn Maxwell
Ashley Sorrell
Cory Witsett
Katherine and Kerry O’Connor
Virginia Broughton and Mary Frances Reeves
Susan Murphy
Morgan Murphy

If you are interested in joining the Advent or finding out more, 
please contact Fontaine Pope (205-443-8562, Fontaine@Cathe 
dralAdvent.com).

A Stewardship Opportunity for Children
This year we are planning a short-term stewardship oppor-

tunity for children in 3K-6th grade as a means to experience 
and participate in our church-wide stewardship season. This 
Sunday, October 4, your child will learn about stewardship and 
tithing at in-person, off-campus, and online Sunday school. 
Next week your child will receive a children’s pledge card and 
envelope in the mail. We will collect children’s offerings October 
11-25. Children can return their pledge card and offering to 
children’s Sunday School check-in, the offertory bucket, their 
off-campus Sunday School, or mail it back to church with their 
enclosed, pre-addressed envelope.

Our hope and prayer is that participating in a smaller, yet 
meaningful way will lead them to understand that everything 
we have is truly God’s, and that they too can be a part of 
advancing God’s kingdom. Contact Tara Davis (Tara@
CathedralAdvent.com) for more information.

New Church Directory Available
The 2020-2021 Advent Church Directory is now available. You 

can pick up a copy at a service on Sunday mornings, or you can 
stop by the Church Office on weekdays and get one at the recep-
tionist’s desk.

An online directory is available to parishioners through our web-
site, AdventBirmingham.org. Click on “Directory” at the bottom of 
the home page and follow the prompts to register.



For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast.             - Ephesians 2:8-9

AdventBirmingham.org  •  Phone 205-251-2324 October 4, 2020

making music

Organ Scholar Recital
Nathan Peace Records Performance Available on Website

Nathan Peace (right), the Advent’s Organ 
Scholar over the past academic year, has graduated 
from Samford University and is now pursuing his 
Master’s degree at Boston University. Because 
of the pandemic, Nathan’s time and experience 
with us was cut short, and he also never had 
the opportunity to perform a senior recital at 
Samford. As a way of saying thank you and 
farewell to us, Nathan recorded an organ recital 
in thanksgiving for his time here before leaving 
for graduate school. You can watch and listen to this performance 
at AdventBirmingham.org/News. We give great thanks for Nathan’s 
time among us and his contributions to the Advent!

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Youth Ministry
Jr. High Dinner this Sunday

Junior High youth will gather for dinner this Sunday, 
October 4, 5:58-7:00 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden 
Avenue, 35209). We’ll supply dinner; students will need to 
bring their masks. We’re excited to get together for food, 
fellowship, and Bible study! To ensure we maintain a safe 
number attending, we’re asking students to sign up in 
advance. Visit AdventBirmingham.org/News to register. 
Contact Tucker Fleming (Tucker@CathedralAdvent.com) for 
more information. 

Sr. High “Tacky Prom” Family Dinner this Sunday
Our next Senior High Family Dinner will be this Sunday, 

October 4, 6:57-8:15 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden 
Avenue, 35209). We will socially distance, and meet outside 
when possible while enjoying fellowship, dinner, and a talk. 
Please bring a mask! The theme is “Tacky Prom,” so come in 
your finest and tackiest gear!

To keep the number attending at a safe level, we are 
asking students to sign up in advance. To register, visit 
AdventBirmingham.org/News. Questions? Contact Rebecca 
Lankford (Lankford@CathedralAdvent.com).

Women’s Ministry
Lisa Wheeler to Speak October 13 and 14

Advent women are invited to hear 
our Fall Speaker, the Rev. Lisa Wheeler. 
We are offering two opportunities to 
hear Lisa (right) in person: the first on 
Tuesday, October 13, 7:00 p.m. in the 
large Assembly Hall at Cranmer House, 
and also on Wednesday, October 14, 
at 10:00 a.m. in our church Nave. Her 
Wednesday morning talk will also be 
recorded for those who can’t be with 
us in person. Lisa’s message to us will 
be When God Stirs the Waters. 

Lisa serves as a Deacon at the Church of the Apostles in 
Columbia, South Carolina. She is married to Thomas and is the 
mother of two children. A graduate of Birmingham-Southern 
College, Lisa holds an M.Div. from Beeson Divinity School. 
During her years in Birmingham, she served on the Advent 
staff in publications and the Christian Education Office.

While we will have to forgo sharing food and drink, we 
do ask that women register to attend one of these events to 
help us keep our attendance at a safe number. Registration 
is free, and you can sign up at AdventBirmingham.org/News. 
For more information, contact Carolyn Lankford (Carolyn@
CathedralAdvent.com).

 
education

Children’s Sunday School
Register Your 3K-6th Grade Students for Classes

Sunday School for 3K through 3rd grade is held at the church 
during the 8:30 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. services for those who have 
registered on the SignUp Genius links sent by Tara Davis.

Students in 4th and 5th grade meet in the yard of Matt and Emily 
Menendez (3508 Mountain Lane, 35213) from 11:00 a.m.-noon. 
Sixth grade meets in the yard of David and Mary Anna Malone (105 
Crestwood Drive, 35213) from 11:00 a.m.-noon. Please sign up 
your children for these off-campus Sunday School classes on the 
SignUp Genius links sent by Tara Davis. Please contact Tara (Tara@
CathedralAdvent.com) with questions.

Children’s Sunday School video lessons continue to be available 
online each week at AdventBirmingham.org under the “Worship” tag.

Parish-Wide Reading
The Pilgrim’s Progress this Week

Our reading for the week of October 4 will describe the path to 
House Beautiful (Crossway edition: chapter 3; Desiring God edition: 
pages 39-60). The suggested Bible passages to read beforehand are 
Romans 5:1-11 and Mark 13:32-37. Go to AdventBirmingham.org/
Pilgrim to view the video summary after you finish your reading.

Jr. High: Walking Retreat Set for October 10
All 7th and 8th Graders are invited to join us as we embark on a 

one-day fall retreat on Saturday, October 10, noon-8:00 p.m. Due 
to Covid-19 restrictions, we’ll walk from outdoor place to outdoor 
place around Mountain Brook as we play some games, hear a couple 
of talks, and end with an outdoor movie night! The rain date will be 
October 17. Go to AdventBirmingham.org/News to sign up.
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calendar:
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Outdoor Worship 
- Porte Cochere 
Lot - 8:30 a.m. and 
9:45 a.m.
Streaming Worship 
- 9:00 a.m.
Jr. High Dinner at 
5:58 p.m.; Sr. High 
at 6:57 p.m.

Parish-Wide Prayer 
Meeting on Zoom 
- 7:15 p.m.

Praise Service - 
Rector’s Garden 
- 7:30 a.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Jr. High Fall Retreat

Stewardship Sunday
Outdoor Worship 
- Porte Cochere 
Lot - 8:30 a.m. and 
9:45 a.m.
Streaming Worship 
AdventBirmingham.
org/Live - 9:00 a.m.

Praise Service - 
Rector’s Garden 
- 7:30 a.m.

Women’s Event 
with Lisa Wheeler 
- Cranmer House - 
7:00 p.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Women’s Event 
with Lisa Wheeler - 
Nave - 10:00 a.m.

6 7 8 9 10

12 13 14 15 16 17Oct 11

Oct 4 5

A Note on Financial Support: Your financial support makes gospel ministry possible. Church staff continue to process mailed 
checks, and information about digital giving options may be found at AdventBirmingham.org/Give.

diocesan staff 
The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan, Bishop of Alabama
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop Coadjutor of Alabama

advent staff 
The Very Rev. Andrew C. Pearson, Jr., Dean and Rector
The Rev. Canon R. Craig Smalley, Canon Pastor and Day School Chaplain

The Rev. Canon Matthew C. Schneider, Canon for Parish
Life and Evangelism

The Rev. Canon Zac Hicks, Canon for Liturgy and Worship

The Rev. Katherine P. Jacob, Deacon

The Rev. Dr. Michael Weeks, Assisting Clergy

The Rev. Wes Sharp, Clergy Associate

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Ann and Tom Kennedy: (Garden Fund) by Amy Baddour
Charles Richard Saunders: (Mission and Outreach) by 

Nan Broughton; Mr. and Mrs. Britton Neal
Jane Worrell Ziegler: (Advent House) by Bryan Helm
In Thanksgiving for Craig Smalley and Kathy Logue: 

(Advent House) by Margot Cooney

transitions:
Births: Cecile Rae Crawford, daughter of Will and Jane Anne, on 
April 8; Caroline Byerley Goodman, daughter of John and Sadie, on 
September 15
Baptism: Fitzsimons Huger Stalvey, son of Michael and Ann, on Sep-
tember 20
Marriage: Leila Asma Deep and Josh Forester Head, on September 12
Death: Lucille “Sis” Hare Levin, on September 12

Intercessory Prayer Available at the Advent House: Anyone desiring to seek God in prayer may reach out to the Advent House 
Prayer Ministry. We are offering prayer sessions at the Advent House (2317 Arlington Avenue South, 35205) or via the Zoom video 
app. Please contact Kathy Logue (205-410-4622, Kathy@CathedralAdvent.com) for more information.


