
Adventurer
O F  T H E  C A T H E D R A L  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  A D V E N T  •  B I R M I N G H A M ,  A L

Pentecost

AdventBirmingham.org         •        2017 Sixth Avenue North, Birmingham, Alabama 35203         •          205-251-2324

Vol. 44, No. 37  Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost Week of October 25, 2020

“Church isn’t the place 
to go with your troubles. 
Church is just a place to 
go when you’re feeling 
good and have a new 
hat to wear.” So said the 
main character’s bitter 
mother in William Inge’s 

gripping 1971 novel, My Son Is a Splendid 
Driver. Nearly 50 years later, I fear the sen-
timent holds, quite unchallenged by most 
local churches: church isn’t a place you go 
to when life is unraveling; church is for the 
put-together.

When people ask me what I think Advent 
is about, or should be about, I boil it down 
to what has been called “the gas station 
conversation.” Say you’re out pumping gas, 
and on the other side of the pump is anoth-
er patron doing the same thing. You strike 
up a conversation. Somehow the other per-
son becomes aware that you are a part of 
the Advent (maybe it’s late and you’ve just 
come from small-group Bible study). My 
great hope is that God would make us a 
place where the first thing out of the other 
person’s mouth is, “Oh, Advent. I’ve heard 

of that place! I’ve heard it’s a place where 
broken people have found a lot of hope.” 
In my opinion, if that becomes our church’s 
reputation in our city, it’s a sign that we’ve 
been faithfully proclaiming the gospel. My 
concern would therefore be, if that’s not 
our predominant reputation – what mes-
sage has become louder?

Nearly everyone has heard of John 3:16. 
But I wonder whether new-hat church cul-
ture couldn’t stand to remember the verse 
that comes after it: “For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.” The verses even after 
that indicate that our condemnation isn’t 
simply dismissed or swept aside. Sin is real. 
Its effects are real. Rather, in Christ, our 
brokenness has been dealt with.

This message, right here, is what leads 
to gas station conversations like the one 
just described. Join me in praying that the 
gospel permeates our hearts to such a de-
gree that, more and more, we’re known as 
a hospital for sinners, a healing-house for 
the weak and wounded, sick and sore.

- Zac

News & Events A Word from Canon Hicks

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick... 
For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”     - Matthew 9:12-13

We will hold outdoor services in the porte 
cochere parking lot at 8:30 a.m. (band-led 
music) and 9:45 a.m. (choir and organ-led 
music). Registering is necessary; sign up 
at AdventBirmingham.org/Worship. Dean 
Pearson will preach.
We offer worship via streaming video at 
9:00 a.m. Dean Pearson will preach this 
Sunday. Visit AdventBirmingham.org/Live, 
Facebook Live, or YouTube to access our 
stream. To download a service bulletin, go 
to AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.

Adult Education:
The Dean’s Class will be available via 
streaming video this Sunday at 10:00 
a.m. Dean Pearson will interview Car-
olyn Lankford, our Interim Director of 
Women’s Ministries. Visit AdventBir 
mingham.org/Live.
Recordings of past classes are available 
on our website at AdventBirmingham.
org/Audio.

Children’s & Youth Education:
Sunday School for 3K through 3rd graders will be 
held at the church during the 8:30 a.m. and 9:45 
a.m. services for those who have signed up. Fourth 
and 5th grade will meet in the Menendez’s yard 
(3508 Mountain Lane, 35213) from 11:00 a.m.-
noon, and 6th grade will meet in the Malone’s 
yard (105 Crestwood Drive, 35213) from 11:00 
a.m.-noon. Children’s Sunday School video lessons 
continue to be available online each week at Ad 
ventBirmingham.org under the “Worship” tab.
Junior High youth will meet at the Flowers’ home 
(230 Richmar Drive, 35213) from 11:00 a.m.-noon. 
Senior High will meet in Cameron’s backyard (3821 
Buckingham Lane, 35243) from 11:00 a.m.-noon. 

Lectionary:
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 or Psalm 1
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 or Leviticus 
19:1-2, 15-18; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Matthew 22:34-46

Upcoming Worship at the Advent
We will have in-person services at 8:30 

a.m. and 9:45 a.m. this Sunday, October 25, 
in our porte cochere parking lot on the cor-
ner of Richard Arrington Jr. Boulevard and 
Sixth Avenue North. You still need to regis-
ter; starting each Monday morning at 9:00 
a.m., you can sign up for the following Sun-
day at AdventBirmingham.org/Worship. All 
need to bring their own chair, mask, Bible, 
and beverage.

The streaming service, recorded on Thurs-
days, continues to air at 9:00 a.m. on Sun-
days.

On All Saints’ Day, Sunday, November 1, 
we will have Communion at both of our out-
door services, 8:30 a.m. and 9:45 a.m.

Bishop Curry will join us for outdoor Con-
firmation services on Sunday, November 
8. These will be at special times, 9:00 a.m. 
(band led) and 10:30 a.m. (organ and choir 
led). Our youth class will be confirmed at 
9:00, and our adult class at 10:30. See page 2 
for more information on adult Confirmation.

We plan to move services inside to our 
Nave on Sunday, November 15. Watch for 
more information regarding the move in-
doors.

This Sunday:
October 25, 2020



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT’S GOING ON!

October 25, 2020

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Carolyn Sandlin Wade: (Endowment Fund) by Hatton 

Smith • (Mission and Outreach) by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Y. 
Menendez

Mrs. Prince DeBardeleben: (Endowment Fund) by Jane and 
Harold Goings

Pastoral Notice: If you are going into the hospital, have need 
of prayer or counsel, or have a family member unable to attend 
church, please call the Pastoral Care Office at 205-226-3500.

 
education

Parish-Wide Reading
The Pilgrim’s Progress this Week:
The Temptations of Vanity Fair

Christian and Faithful are warned by 
Evangelist of a difficult time to come in Vanity 
Fair. Everything in this place is designed to 
detour the journey to the Celestial City by 
whatever means are most agreeable to the 
fallen heart of man. The reading for the week 
of October 25 is chapter 7 in the Crossway 
edition and pages 96 (last paragraph) through 
111 (first paragraph) in the Desiring God 
edition. The suggested Bible passages to read beforehand are 2 
Timothy 3:1-9 and 2 Timothy 4:1-8. Go to AdventBirmingham.org/
Pilgrim to view the short video summary by Dean Pearson.

Interested in Adult Confirmation?
Bishop Glenda Curry will be with us for Confirmation at 

our outdoor services on Sunday, November 8. She will wit-
ness the confirmation of many of our Advent youth at 9:00 
a.m. as well as the confirmation of several adults at 10:30 
a.m. (Please note the changes in our service times!)

Confirmation is the formal way of joining the church and 
is usually offered once a year. Adults interested in confirma-
tion may contact Fontaine Pope (Fontaine@CathedralAdvent.
com, 205-443-8562). Please let her know before Sunday, 
November 1.

Call for Vestry Nominee Suggestions
The Nominations Committee of the Vestry invites parishio-

ners to suggest names for consideration for next year’s Vestry 
class slate. Please complete a Nomination Suggestion Form 
if you know someone who would contribute to our parish’s 
leadership. The forms are available at the Ushers’ Stations on 
Sundays and at our receptionist’s desk at the Church Office 
during the week. Forms also can be submitted digitally on 
our website, AdventBirmingham.org/News. Forms must be 
returned to Margaret Pope in the Church Office by Monday, 
November 9.

It is recommended that you not notify the person that his/
her name has been suggested.

The final slate of 20 candidates will be presented to the 
Vestry on December 10, and will thereafter be announced to 
the parish. Elections will take place during the annual Parish 
Meeting on January 24, 2021.

Parish-Wide Prayer Meeting Via 
Zoom November 2

All parishioners are invited to a prayer gathering to take 
place via the Zoom video app on Monday, November 2, at 
7:15 p.m. Typically held the first Monday of each month, 
this hour-long meeting is set aside to pray for the Advent. 
As Dean Pearson wrote about these gatherings, “If we are 
not on our knees, we are trying to do ministry in our own 
strength. We know that apart from the Lord Jesus we can 
do nothing.”

 Visit AdventBirmingham.org/News to get the Zoom link, 
and contact Margaret Pope (Margaret@CathedralAdvent.
com) for more information. We hope you can join us.

For 5th and 6th Graders (and Parents)
Class on Sex and Christian Faith November 7

The Advent will again offer The Bible Talks About That?!, our 
sex education program for all 5th and 6th graders as well as their 
parents, on Saturday, November 7, 8:30-11:00 a.m. downtown at 
the Advent. The children will attend a program that educates them 
on the human body and the emotional implications of sex within 
a biblical framework. Parents will receive a panel and then a talk 
about communicating to kids about sex. At least one parent must 
accompany their child.

Masks are required, and students and parents will be seated 
in a socially distant manner. Please sign up for this program at 
AdventBirmingham.org/News. 

For Families at Home
Weekly Email for Families with Children 3K-6th Grade

Children and Family Ministries sends a weekly “At Home” email 
to families with children in 3K-6th grade, with achievable things 
you can do at home to invest in your kids spiritually. For all of the 
grades, we are recommending one catechism question or song 
from the New City Catechism and two Bible readings per week that 
go along with our Bible Benchmarks reading plans. In addition for 
families with children in 4th grade and above, we are encouraging 
parents and kids to consider reading Dangerous Journey, which 
is the kid-friendly version of The Pilgrim’s Progress, the book the 
whole parish is reading. Contact Tara Davis (Tara@CathedralAdvent.
com) or Cameron Cole (Cameron@CathedralAdvent.com) for more 
information.



For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast.             - Ephesians 2:8-9
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For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in 
vain. But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated 
at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you 
the gospel of God in the midst of much conflict. For our appeal does 
not spring from error or impurity or any attempt to deceive, but just as 
we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we 
speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts. For 
we never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext 
for greed – God is witness. Nor did we seek glory from people, whether 
from you or from others, though we could have made demands as 
apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nursing moth-
er taking care of her own children. So, being affectionately desirous of 
you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but 
also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us.

- 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

worship

Sung Service of Evening Prayer to Air October 29
A portion of our Cathedral Choir will offer a service of 

Choral Evensong that will air on Thursday, October 29, 5:30 
p.m. on AdventBirmingham.org/Live. 

Drawn almost entirely from Scripture, Evensong is the sung 
version of the Anglican Evening Prayer service. Canon Smal-
ley will preach. Please tune in to hear the gospel proclaimed 
through song and word.

Choral Evensong

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Youth Ministry
Sr. High: Next Family Dinner Set for November 1

We hope 9th-12th graders can join us for our next Family 
Dinner on Sunday, November 1, 6:57-8:15 p.m. at Cranmer 
House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209). Our theme will be “Hunt or 
Be Hunted.” Come dressed as either a hunter or a hunted animal. 
Mask required. Please sign up to attend at AdventBirmingham.
org/News. Questions? Contact Rebecca Lankford (Lankford@
CathedralAdvent.com.

Advent House Prayer Ministry
Intercessory Prayer Available at the Advent House

Anyone desiring prayer for God’s intervention in their life 
for spiritual, physical, or emotional healing; for guidance; or 
for protection may reach out to the Advent House Prayer 
Ministry. Personal safety is of utmost importance at this time, 
so the needs of each individual calling will be taken into 
consideration when deciding whether to meet virtually or in 
person at the Advent House (2317 Arlington Avenue South, 
35205). For further information and to schedule a prayer 
appointment, please contact Kathy Logue (205-410-4622, 
Kathy@CathedralAdvent.com).

Youth Ministry
Jr. High Walking Retreat Rescheduled for October 24

Rained out on October 10, the Junior High Fall Retreat for 
7th and 8th graders is set for Saturday, October 24, noon-8:00 
p.m. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we’ll walk from outdoor 
place to outdoor place around Mountain Brook as we play 
some games, hear a couple of talks, and end with an outdoor 
movie night.

If your child registered for the original date and can’t make it 
October 24, please contact Tucker Fleming and he’ll be happy 
to offer a full refund. If your student was not signed up for the 
10th but can make it on the 24th, please contact Tucker as 
well (Tucker@CathedralAdvent.com). If you’re already signed 
up and can make it on the 24th, we’ll see you there!

Women’s Ministry
Dean Pearson Interviews Lisa Wheeler

We were grateful to have Lisa Wheeler 
(right) here as our Women’s Ministry Fall 
Speaker on October 13 and 14. While she 
was here, Lisa sat down with Dean Pearson 
to discuss the ministry of women, especially 
those who are ordained, and her history 
with the Advent. You can find the interview 
at AdventBirmingham.org/News, where you 
can also find a recording of her talk if you 
were unable to attend.

Mary Splawn to Speak November 18
Mark you calendars for our second Women’s Ministry Fall 

Speaker Event. On Wednesday, November 18, we will offer two 
opportunities to hear from the Rev. Mary Splawn:

7:00 a.m. at Cranmer House (Bring your own coffee and 
breakfast treat.)
10:00 a.m. in the Nave at the church (Bring your own carefully 
enclosed beverage.)
Mary is Minister of Connections at Mountain Brook Baptist 

Church. She is married to Wayne, who also serves on the ministry 
staff at Mountain Brook Baptist, and they have three children. 
Mary holds an M.Div. degree from Beeson Divinity School.
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calendar:
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Outdoor Worship 
- Porte Cochere 
Lot - 8:30 a.m. and 
9:45 a.m.

Streaming Worship - 
AdventBirmingham.
org/Live - 9:00 a.m.

Praise Service - 
Rector’s Garden 
- 7:30 a.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Choral Evensong - 
AdventBirmingham.
org/Live - 5:30 p.m

Outdoor Worship 
- Porte Cochere 
Lot - 8:30 a.m. and 
9:45 a.m.
Streaming Worship - 
9:00 a.m.
Jr. High Dinner at 
5:58 p.m.; Sr. High 
at 6:57 p.m.

Parish-Wide Prayer 
Meeting on Zoom 
- 7:15 p.m.

Praise Service - 
Rector’s Garden 
- 7:30 a.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

The Bible Talks 
About That?! - 
Advent - 8:30 a.m.

27 28 29 30 31
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A Note on Financial Support: Your financial support makes gospel ministry possible. Church 
staff continue to process mailed checks, and information about digital giving options may be 
found at AdventBirmingham.org/Give.

diocesan staff 
The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan, Bishop of Alabama
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop Coadjutor of Alabama

advent staff 
The Very Rev. Andrew C. Pearson, Jr., Dean and Rector
The Rev. Canon R. Craig Smalley, Canon Pastor and Day School Chaplain

The Rev. Canon Matthew C. Schneider, Canon for Parish
Life and Evangelism

The Rev. Canon Zac Hicks, Canon for Liturgy and Worship

The Rev. Katherine P. Jacob, Deacon

The Rev. Dr. Michael Weeks, Assisting Clergy

The Rev. Wes Sharp, Clergy Associate

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Charles Richard Saunders: (Pastoral Care) by Louise and Jimmie Wright
James Taylor Pursell: (Mission and Outreach) by Lila and Tommy McGahey
Alice Jeanne Huddleson: (Mission and Outreach) by Mary and Victor Hanson
Elizabeth Reed Baddour: (Endowment Fund) by Taylor and Lydia Pursell
In Thanksgiving for the Rev. Canon Craig Smalley and Mr. Bryan Helm: (Pastoral Care) 

by Una Battles

transitions:
Birth: Lucy Louise West, daughter 
of Seth and Elizabeth, on October 
12
Marriage: Frances Caroline Lee and 
Wade Wood, on October 10
Death: Frances Estes Seibels, on 
October 9


