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Ideas are extremely 
powerful! They can 
change behavior, top-
ple governments, and 
completely change the 
world. I have seen this 
in my own life. The 
idea of becoming a fa-

ther has given me all sorts of joy, but also 
plenty of fear and anxiety. It has moved me 
to think about terrifying things like life in-
surance and getting a mortgage.

One of the prevailing ideas of the West 
is that we are merely material beings, and 
the spiritual realm does not exist. This idea 
has boundless implications. It impacts the 
way we think about science, medicine, and 
technology. It changes the way we think 
about life after death. Without a spiritual 
realm, then there is nothing after this, and 
we will all be reduced to nothing. If there 
is nothing after this life, we must make the 
most of the time we have left. Carpe diem!

However, the New Testament reminds us 
that for those who are in Christ Jesus there 
is something greater waiting for us. For us, 
the end does not mean complete extinc-

tion, but salvation and life everlasting. This 
is what Paul is reminding the Thessalonian 
Christians in 1 Thessalonians 5. He explains 
to them that because the end is coming, 
this should impact how we live day to day. 
The end here is referred to as the “day of 
the Lord.” This is the time when Jesus will 
return, and he will judge the world.

Yet, unlike the world, we do not have 
to worry about the end. We do not have 
to try to seize the day, as though life were 
wasting away. We do not have to worry 
about the coming wrath. Though the night 
is coming, we belong to Jesus, “so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we might 
live with him.”

Therefore, we are to be sober-minded 
and calm. We are to encourage one an-
other to live life in light of that day, help-
ing each other to put on the breastplate of 
faith and love, and the helmet of salvation, 
which is our hope. May God strengthen us 
for this, by his Spirit!

- Michael

News & Events A Word from Michael Weeks

But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as 
a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. - 1 Thessalonians 5:8

We will hold outdoor Communion services 
in the porte cochere parking lot at 8:30 
a.m. (band-led music) and 9:45 a.m. (choir 
and organ-led music). Registering is nec-
essary; sign up at AdventBirmingham.org/
Worship. Cameron Cole will preach.
We offer worship via streaming video at 
9:00 a.m. Cameron Cole will preach this 
Sunday. Visit AdventBirmingham.org/Live, 
Facebook Live, or YouTube to access our 
stream. To download a service bulletin, go 
to AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.

Adult Education:
The Dean’s Class will be available via 
streaming video this Sunday at 10:00 
a.m. Canon Smalley will teach. Visit 
AdventBirmingham.org/Live.
Recordings of past classes are available 
on our website at AdventBirmingham.
org/Audio.

Children’s & Youth Education:
Sunday School for 3K through 3rd graders will be 
held at the church during the 8:30 a.m. and 9:45 
a.m. services for those who have signed up. Fourth 
and 5th grade will meet in the Menendez’s yard 
(3508 Mountain Lane, 35213) from 11:00 a.m.-
noon, and 6th grade will meet in the Malone’s 
yard (105 Crestwood Drive, 35213) from 11:00 
a.m.-noon. Children’s Sunday School video lessons 
continue to be available online each week at Ad 
ventBirmingham.org under the “Worship” tab.
Junior High youth will meet at the Flowers’ home 
(230 Richmar Drive, 35213) from 11:00 a.m.-noon. 
Senior High will meet in Cameron’s backyard (3821 
Buckingham Lane, 35243) from 11:00 a.m.-noon. 

Lectionary:
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
Revelation 7:9-17
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12

Communion at Outdoor Services
this Sunday, All Saints’ Day

We will have Communion at both of our 
outdoor services (8:30 a.m. and 9:45 a.m.) 
this Sunday, November 1, in our porte co-
chere parking lot on the corner of Richard 
Arrington Jr. Boulevard and Sixth Avenue 
North. Upon arriving, everyone will receive 
an individualized package containing a wa-
fer and a small amount of wine. At the ap-
propriate time, the Officiant will direct ev-
eryone to receive Communion at their seats. 
We will not be going forward for Commu-
nion. You need to register to attend an out-
door service; starting each Monday at 9:00 
a.m., you can sign up for the following Sun-
day at AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.

We plan to move services inside to our 
Nave on Sunday, November 15. Watch the 
Adventurer, our website, and our social me-
dia for more information, including how to 
register for the services.

This Sunday:
November 1, 2020

Parish-Wide Prayer Meeting November 2 
All parishioners are invited to a prayer 

gathering to take place via the Zoom video 
app on Monday, November 2, at 7:15 p.m. 
Visit AdventBirmingham.org/News to get 
the Zoom link. See page 2 for details.



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT’S GOING ON!

November 1, 2020

 
education

Parish-Wide Reading
The Pilgrim’s Progress this Week:
Hopeful Joins Christian

After leaving Vanity Fair, Christian is given 
another excellent companion in Hopeful. Our 
reading this upcoming week is chapters 8, 
9, and 10 in the Crossway edition and pages 
111 (second paragraph) through 133 in the 
Desiring God edition. The suggested Bible 
passages to read beforehand are Psalm 88:1-
7, 13-18, and Romans 8:31-39. After reading 
these verses and The Pilgrim’s Progress, watch 
Dean Pearson’s video summary on our website, 
AdventBirmingham.org/Pilgrim.Interested in Adult Confirmation?

Bishop Glenda Curry will be with us for Confirmation at 
our outdoor services on Sunday, November 8. She will wit-
ness the confirmation of many of our Advent youth at 9:00 
a.m. as well as the confirmation of several adults at 10:30 
a.m. (Please note the changes in our service times!)

Confirmation is the formal way of joining the church and 
is usually offered once a year. Adults interested in confirma-
tion may contact Fontaine Pope (Fontaine@CathedralAdvent.
com, 205-443-8562). Please let her know before Sunday, 
November 1.

Call for Vestry Nominee Suggestions
The Nominations Committee of the Vestry invites parishio-

ners to suggest names for consideration for next year’s Vestry 
class slate. Please complete a Nomination Suggestion Form 
if you know someone who would contribute to our parish’s 
leadership. The forms are available at the Ushers’ Stations on 
Sundays and at our receptionist’s desk at the Church Office 
during the week. Forms also can be submitted digitally on 
our website, AdventBirmingham.org/News. Forms must be 
returned to Margaret Pope in the Church Office by Monday, 
November 9.

It is recommended that you not notify the person that his/
her name has been suggested.

The final slate of 20 candidates will be presented to the 
Vestry on December 10, and will thereafter be announced to 
the parish. Elections will take place during the annual Parish 
Meeting on January 24, 2021.

Parish-Wide Prayer Meeting Via 
Zoom November 2

All parishioners are invited to a prayer gathering to take 
place via the Zoom video app on Monday, November 2, at 
7:15 p.m. Typically held the first Monday of each month, 
this hour-long meeting is set aside to pray for the Advent. 
As Dean Pearson wrote about these gatherings, “If we are 
not on our knees, we are trying to do ministry in our own 
strength. We know that apart from the Lord Jesus we can 
do nothing.”

 Visit AdventBirmingham.org/News to get the Zoom link, 
and contact Margaret Pope (Margaret@CathedralAdvent.
com) for more information. We hope you can join us.

For 5th and 6th Graders (and Parents)
Class on Sex and Christian Faith November 7

The Advent will again offer The Bible Talks About That?!, our 
sex education program for all 5th and 6th graders as well as their 
parents, on Saturday, November 7, 8:30-11:00 a.m. downtown at 
the Advent. The children will attend a program that educates them 
on the human body and the emotional implications of sex within 
a biblical framework. Parents will receive a panel and then a talk 
about communicating to kids about sex. At least one parent must 
accompany their child.

Masks are required, and students and parents will be seated 
in a socially distant manner. Please sign up for this program at 
AdventBirmingham.org/News. 

Jr. High Sex Education
Program for 7th-9th Graders November 8

All 7th-9th graders are invited to our Junior High sex education 
program on Sunday, November 8, 1:00-3:00 p.m. at Cranmer 
House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209). This is not the biology talk, 
but rather a conversation about the design God has for relationships 
and marriage. Masks are required, and we’ll sit in a socially 
distant manner. Sign up by emailing Tucker Fleming (Tucker@
CathedralAdvent.com).

Time Change this Weekend:
“Fall Back”

Standard time resumes at 2:00 a.m. this Sunday, Novem-
ber 1. Remember to set your clocks back one hour before 
going to bed Saturday night.

worship
Prayer Service
Bishops to Lead Service November 4

The Advent will host a short prayer service on Wednesday, No-
vember 4, at noon in our Nave. Bishops Kee Sloan and Glenda Curry 
will lead the service of prayer for our communities and country. For 
more information, visit the Diocesan website, DioAla.org. All are 
welcome.



For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast.             - Ephesians 2:8-9
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“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.

They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.

For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

- Revelation 7:15-17

making music

Concert Series
Fall 2020 Cathedral Concert Series Announced

Ever-changing conditions have led to a delayed announce-
ment of our Fall Concert Series events, but now we are excited 
to announce what we have in store for the remaining weeks of 
2020. The Advent Music Ministry is presenting a Virtual Con-
cert Series for the fall portion of our 2020-2021 season. While 
we are not able to gather in person, we will present online 
performances recorded or broadcast live from the Cathedral 
Church of the Advent. Our plans for the second half of the sea-
son are under way, and we will make plans for future in-person 
concerts to occur when 
we are eventually able to 
gather safely.

All concerts will be 
presented virtually and 
streamed at the appointed 
day and time on our web-
site at AdventBirmingham.
org/Live. If you miss a per-
formance, it will be avail-
able on our website ar-
chive following the event.

•Thursday, November 5 – 7:00 p.m.
Charles Kennedy, organ (photo above)

Our Associate Director of Music and Organist will offer an 
organ recital of varied works, featuring the music of Louis Vi-
erne, in celebration of the 150th anniversary of the composer’s 
birth.

•Thursday, November 19 – 7:00 p.m.
The Pilgrim’s Progress – Music of Ralph Vaughan Williams
Kathryne Overturf, mezzo-soprano (photo below)
Randall Mayo, bass
Frederick Teardo, piano
The Cathedral Choir

In recognition of our parish-wide read-
ing of John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Prog-
ress, members of the Cathedral Choir will 
present music of Ralph Vaughan Williams 
that sets Bunyan’s texts.

•Thursday, December 10 – 7:00 p.m.
Frederick Teardo, organ

Our Director of Music and Organist will offer an organ recital 
of music for the Advent and Christmas seasons.

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Youth Ministry
Jr. High Dinner this Sunday 

All 7th and 8th graders are invited to dinner this Sunday, 
November 1, 5:58-7:00 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden 
Avenue, 35209). We’ll supply the meal; students will need to 
bring their masks. We’re excited to gather for food, fellowship, 
and Bible study!

To ensure we maintain a safe number attending, we are asking 
students to sign up in advance. Register at AdventBirmingham.
org/News. Contact Tucker Fleming (Tucker@CathedralAdvent.
com) for more information.

Sr. High: “Hunt or Be Hunted” Family Dinner this Sunday
Our next Family Dinner for our 9th-12th graders will be this 

Sunday, November 1, 6:57-8:15 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 
Linden Avenue, 35209). Our theme will be “Hunt or Be Hunted.” 
Come dressed as either a hunter or a hunted animal. Mask 
required.

To keep the number attending at a safe level, we are 
asking students to sign up ahead of time. To register, visit  
AdventBirmingham.org/News. Questions? Contact Rebecca 
Lankford (Lankford@CathedralAdvent.com.

Women’s Ministry
Mary Splawn to Speak November 18

Mark you calendars for our second Women’s Ministry Fall 
Speaker Event. On Wednesday, November 18, we will offer two 
opportunities to hear from the Rev. Mary Splawn:

7:00 a.m. at Cranmer House (Bring your own coffee and 
breakfast treat.)
10:00 a.m. in the Nave at the church (Bring your own carefully 
enclosed beverage.)
Mary is Minister of Connections at Mountain Brook Baptist 

Church, where she provides leadership for the varied women’s 
ministry programs, helps new members connect with service and 
discipleship opportunities, and manages the Christian Life Center 
and family life programs of the church. She holds an M.Div. degree 
from Beeson Divinity School. Mary is married to Wayne, who also 
serves on the ministry staff at Mountain Brook Baptist, and they 
have three children.

God creates out of nothing. Wonderful you say. Yes, to be 
sure, but he does what is still more wonderful: he makes 
saints out of sinners.

- Søren Kierkegaard
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calendar:
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Outdoor Worship 
- Porte Cochere 
Lot - 8:30 a.m. and 
9:45 a.m.
Streaming Worship - 
9:00 a.m.
Jr High Dinner at 
5:58 p.m.; Sr. High 
at 6:57 p.m.

Parish-Wide Prayer 
Meeting on Zoom 
- 7:15 p.m.

Praise Service - 
Rector’s Garden 
- 7:30 a.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Concert Series: 
Charles Kennedy, 
organ - AdventBir 
mingham.org/Live - 
7:00 p.m.

The Bible Talks 
About That?! - 
Advent - 8:30 a.m.

Outdoor Worship 
- Porte Cochere 
Lot - 8:30 a.m. and 
9:45 a.m.
Streaming Worship - 
9:00 a.m.
Jr. High Sex Educa-
tion - Cranmer 
House - 1:00 p.m.

Praise Service - 
Rector’s Garden 
- 7:30 a.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
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A Note on Financial Support: Your financial support makes gospel ministry possible. Church 
staff continue to process mailed checks, and information about digital giving options may be 
found at AdventBirmingham.org/Give.

diocesan staff 
The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan, Bishop of Alabama
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop Coadjutor of Alabama

advent staff 
The Very Rev. Andrew C. Pearson, Jr., Dean and Rector
The Rev. Canon R. Craig Smalley, Canon Pastor and Day School Chaplain

The Rev. Canon Matthew C. Schneider, Canon for Parish
Life and Evangelism

The Rev. Canon Zac Hicks, Canon for Liturgy and Worship

The Rev. Katherine P. Jacob, Deacon

The Rev. Dr. Michael Weeks, Assisting Clergy

The Rev. Wes Sharp, Clergy Associate

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Allyson Lynn Evans Roebuck: (Endowment Fund) by 

Jane and Harold Goings
Sis and Jerry Levin: (Mission and Outreach) by Charlotte 

Dominick
In Thanksgiving for Anne-Marie Brown: (Mission and 

Outreach) by Kathleen Guin

Intercessory Prayer Available at the Advent House
Anyone desiring prayer for God’s intervention in their life for spiritual, 

physical, or emotional healing; for guidance; or for protection may reach 
out to the Advent House Prayer Ministry. Personal safety is of utmost 
importance at this time, so the needs of each individual calling will be 
taken into consideration when deciding whether to meet virtually or in 
person at the Advent House (2317 Arlington Avenue South, 35205). 
For further information and to schedule a prayer appointment, please 
contact Kathy Logue (205-410-4622, Kathy@CathedralAdvent.com).


