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While expectations are 
inevitable, they are not 
always helpful. Negative 
or positive, expectations 
are often our projected 
hopes. We experience 
these as we enter a new 
year, particularly this one.

Change, the desire for things to be dif-
ferent, for improvement, is often associated 
with the new year. Our efforts often focus 
on things we think we can control. We’re 
all looking for a win. Eating, drinking, and 
spending less. Being less anxious, fearful, an-
gry. Being more gracious, generous, patient, 
attentive. Making better use of our time and 
resources, our focus better spent in listen-
ing to God, reading our Bibles and praying, 
spending time with people we care about. 
The desire to be less lost and more found.

I used to look cynically at our desire to 
bring change to our lives; now I don’t. De-
spite continued belief in the limitations of 
our ability to bring change, I resonate with 
the longing.

The seemingly lost (in many ways) year of 
2020 has challenged (hopefully) our belief 
in our ability to control. I won’t go so far as 

to say always, but usually change requires 
crisis. This is an opportunity to see where 
real freedom and control rest.

Despite a seemingly lost year… politi-
cal, spiritual, and social unrest… financial 
and cultural uncertainty… no promise that 
2021 will be better… I find myself more 
optimistic this year than most. Because 
down through the ages, seen in the wit-
ness of the Bible, God has sent shepherds 
– a voice, a light, to gather and guide. Mo-
ses and the prophets, and John the Bap-
tist penultimately, shepherded the people 
of God with varying success, often in the 
midst of circumstances that make ours look 
tame. God works in crisis, through pruning 
to strengthen, through the means of death 
and resurrection to bring freedom and life.  

There is a shepherd who meets our long-
ings for change, security, life, a shepherd 
who longs to find us; and our crises can 
open our ears to his voice: Jesus, who calls 
us by name, who lays down his life for us, 
and takes it up again. Our hope for security 
and change is found in the security of his 
changelessness.

Happy New Year,
Craig

News & Events A Word from Canon Smalley

May the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of 
the sheep, ... equip you with everything good that you may do his will.    - Hebrews 13:20-21a

9:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
(Band led)
11:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
(Organ and Choir led)
Preacher: Canon Smalley
Register to attend at AdventBirming 
ham.org/Worship.

We will livestream both services, at 
9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Visit Advent 
Birmingham.org/Live, Facebook Live, 
or YouTube to access our livestream.

Adult Education:
Adult classes will be held from 10:15-11:00 
a.m. Registering in advance is necessary at 
AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.
Recordings of classes are available at 
Audio.AdventBirmingham.org.

The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – The Epistle 
of Jude: Contending for the Faith that Was 
Once for All Delivered to the Saints – Dean 
Pearson
Sufficiency, Power, and Contentment: 
Grace and Weakness (2 Corinthians 
12:1-10) (Chapter Room) – Gil Kracke
Old Testament Life on the Ground: The 
Writings (Living Room) – Mark Gignilliat

Children’s & Youth Education:
Sunday School for 3K through 3rd graders will 
be held at the church during the 9:15 a.m. and 
11:15 a.m. services. Classes for 4th-6th graders 
will be held at the church from 10:15-11:00 a.m. 
Please ensure that you sign up your child through 
the Signup Genius link sent by Tara Davis as we 
have limited spaces.
Children’s Sunday School video lessons continue 
to be available online each week at AdventBirm 
ingham.org/Worship.
Watch for information from Tucker Fleming and 
Rebecca Lankford regarding times and locations 
of Junior High and Senior High classes this Sunday.

This Sunday:
January 10, 2021

Annual Parish Meeting January 24 
The annual Parish Meeting of the Cathe-

dral Church of the Advent will be Sunday, 
January 24, 1:00 p.m. in the Nave. The meet-
ing will include the election of 10 persons to 
the Vestry and will feature the Dean’s annual 
address to the Parish.

Advent members will have the option to 
attend in person or virtually (via a Zoom we-
binar). Registration will be necessary to at-
tend, both in person and virtually. See page 
2 for more information.

Dean Pearson Sets Personal Time of 
Prayer for the Advent, Invites Requests

Dean Andrew Pearson will set aside Janu-
ary 11-13 as an extended period of time to 
pray for our Advent family of faith. He will 
pray in general for the church as we enter 
2021 and continue seeking ways to collec-
tively grow in gospel-confidence and make 
disciples wherever God places us. Dean 
Pearson will also join individuals in praising 
God for the blessings of this life and praying 
specifically for God’s attention to requests 
for help or healing. These praises and prayer 
requests will be kept confidential and may 
be submitted by email to the Dean at An 
drew@CathedralAdvent.com.



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT’S GOING ON!

January 10, 2021

Annual Parish Meeting Set for
January 24

The annual Parish Meeting of the Cathedral Church of the 
Advent will be Sunday, January 24, 1:00 p.m. in the Nave. The 
meeting will feature the Dean’s annual address to the Parish, a 
report from the Treasurer, and a word from the Senior Warden.  
Also at the meeting, parishioners will elect 10 persons to serve 
on the Vestry of the Advent. The nominees are as follows:

Jim Andrews
Warren Baker
Russ Chambliss
Jim Dixon
Bing Edwards
Cardwell Feagin
David Fleming
Ron Flowers
Alfred Goings
David Green
Jen Green
Kenan Lucas
Ginger Mayfield
Kristen Padilla
Donny Patton
Mary Berkeley Pritchard
Jack Sharman
Laura Steele
Robin Wade
Ann Bailey White
Advent members will have the option to attend in person or 

virtually (via a Zoom webinar). For those attending in person, 
paper ballots will be provided for the Vestry election. Those at-
tending virtually will vote via Google forms. Registration will be 
necessary to attend, both in person and virtually.

Watch for more information to come about the Parish Meet-
ing. Contact Margaret Pope (Margaret@CathedralAdvent.com, 
205-226-3510) with questions.

Investiture of Glenda Curry as
Bishop of Alabama January 9

The investiture of the Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry as the 12th 
Bishop of Alabama will be Saturday, January 9, 11:00 a.m. in 
the Advent Nave. Due to Covid-19, in-person attendance will be 
limited and the service will not be open to the public. The service 
will be livestreamed. Visit DioAla.org for more information.

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Youth Ministry
Sr. High Girls’ Retreat January 9

Our first Senior High girls-only retreat will happen Saturday, 
January 9, in Birmingham. All 9th-12th grade girls are welcome 
to join us for a day of fellowship and fun. We will meet at 
the Embassy Suites on Highway 280 (2300 Woodcrest Place, 
35209) at 9:00 a.m., with various breaks around town; we’ll 
finish around 4:00 p.m. We hope you can join! Sign up at 
AdventBirmingham.org/News or contact Rebecca Lankford 
(Lankford@CathedralAdvent.com) for more information.

Advent Bowl Is this Sunday
After being rained out in November, one of our most beloved 

Advent traditions has been rescheduled: the Advent Bowl is set for 
this Sunday, January 10, 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the Mountain Brook 
High School field! All 7th-12th graders are invited to compete 
in our two-hand touch football tournament. Masks are required. 
Contact Rebecca Lankford (Lankford@CathedralAdvent.com) 
for more information.

Advent House Prayer Ministry
Intercessory Prayer Is Available

Completely dependent upon Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior, the ministry 
of prayer at Advent House is for everyone 
who is seeking a closer relationship with 
God; God’s intervention in our lives to 
give help needed and healing in our 
whole being – body, mind, and spirit; 
and God’s protection and guidance as 
we journey through the challenges of 
this life.

We are offering prayer sessions 
in person at the Advent House, and 
virtually via Zoom for those who 
cannot come due to Covid or some 
other affliction. A safety protocol, following CDC guidelines, 
is in place at the Advent House for the well-being of everyone 
participating. If you would like to schedule a prayer appointment 
at Advent House (2317 Arlington Avenue South, 35205), please 
contact Kathy Logue (205-410-4622, Kathy@CathedralAdvent.
com).

After listening to the king, (the wise men) went on their way. 
And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 
When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening 
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 
and myrrh.

- Matthew 2:9-11

Offering Envelopes Available
If you requested offering envelopes on your 2021 pledge 

card, you can pick them up in Clingman Commons. Please note 
that you have been assigned a new envelope number. Due to 
the pandemic, we are happy to mail envelopes to anyone who 
requested them but will not be visiting the Advent on Sundays. 
To have envelopes mailed, please contact Beth Anne Maier (205-
226-3517, BethAnne@CathedralAdvent.com).



Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”           - Mark 1:14-15
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bookstore
Store Open on Sundays and Wednesdays

The Advent Bookstore is open on Sunday mornings, 
8:30-11:30 a.m., and on Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m. Masks are required, and we maintain social distancing.

Entrance to the store on Wednesdays is through the 
Porte Cochere parking lot door. For curbside pick-up, call 
205-323-2959. Contact Ann Campbell (Ann@Cathedral 
Advent.com) for more information.

education

Youth Confirmation
Program for 6th Graders to Begin Soon

Confirmation 2021 will commence in the coming weeks. 
Be on the lookout for more information if you have a 
student in 6th grade. Contact Tucker Fleming (Tucker@
CathedralAdvent.com) for more information.

serving & outreach

Food Drive
Canned-Food Only Drive Set for January 24

This year, more than ever, 
our neighbors are struggling 
to meet their basic needs. 
16.1 percent of people in Jef-
ferson County, Alabama, are 
considered food insecure* 
(around 106,000 individuals). 
Job loss and other economic 
crises associated with the coronavirus could increase the 
rate of food insecurity in Jefferson County to 21.1 percent.

One small way our congregation can love our neighbor 
is through our annual Food Drive. We will collect canned 
food (unexpired!) on Sunday morning, January 24. Similar 
to the recent Coat Drive, all items will be received in the 
Porte Cochere (or visitor’s parking lot off of Sixth Avenue 
North) before and after worship services – between 8:45 
a.m. and 12:15 p.m.

This year’s Food Drive once again will support our ministry 
partner, Bridge Ministries. Bridge works to prevent home-
lessness by providing direct emergency assistance to at-risk 
individuals and families in the greater Birmingham area.

Please check expiration dates and avoid open containers. 
Contact Bethany Rushing (Bethany@CathedralAdvent.com) 
for more information.

*Visit Map.FeedingAmerica.org.

worship

Lectionary
Sunday, January 10: Psalm 29
      Genesis 1:1-5
      Acts 19:1-7
      Mark 1:4-11

We are grateful to have had two Family Services on Christmas Eve. 
The services included a welcome from Tara Davis, Christmas hymns 
led by Zac Hicks and Annie Lee, a sermon from Cameron Cole, and 
five Scripture passages read by children in our parish (pictured above). 
It was wonderful to see our young parishioners participate in these 
special services!

Christmas Eve Worship
Children Help Lead Worship at Family Services

Above, Scripture readers at our 1:00 Family Service: front pew, 
left-right – Gloria Lodewyck (3rd grade) and Mary Matthews Cole 
(2nd grade); back pew, left-right – D.Y. Menendez (5th grade) and 
Franklin Gignilliat (5th grade)

Above, Scripture readers at our 3:00 Family Service: front pew, 
left-right – Ford Price (4th grade), Elle Nielsen (5th grade), and Sellers 
Norwood (4th grade); back pew, left-right – Brooks Essig (4th grade) 
and Tabb Tuck (5th grade)
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calendar:
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Morning Prayer - 
Nave - 9:15 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m.
Adult Education - 
10:15 a.m.
The Advent Bowl 
- Mtn. Brook High 
Sch. Field - 2:00 p.m.

Praise Service - 
Nave - 8:00 a.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Morning Prayer - 
Nave - 9:15 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m.

Adult Education - 
10:15 a.m.

Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day
Church Office closed

Praise Service - 
Nave - 8:00 a.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
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diocesan staff 
The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan, Bishop of Alabama
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop Coadjutor of Alabama

advent staff 
The Very Rev. Andrew C. Pearson, Jr., Dean and Rector
The Rev. Canon R. Craig Smalley, Canon Pastor and Day School Chaplain

The Rev. Canon Dr. Zac Hicks, Canon for Liturgy
and Worship

The Rev. Canon Katherine P. Jacob, Deacon

The Rev. Dr. Michael Weeks, Assisting Clergy

The Rev. Wes Sharp, Clergy Associate

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Laurie Dasher: (Endowment Fund) by Charlotte Lane Dominick
Lucille Hare “Sis” Levin: (Cathedral Choir Fund) by Charlotte S. Murdock
Justin Fuller: (Endowment Fund) by William and Kathryn Fowler
Frances Estes Seibels: (Endowment Fund) by Billy Angell
Patricia Pearson: (Dean’s Discretionary Fund) by Emily and Oscar Price
In Honor of Lella Bromberg at Christmas: (Endowment Fund): by Kathryn Jeffers

transitions:
Birth: Christopher “Wells” Weingartner, 
son of Chris and Rachel, on December 21

Baptism: Carl Mandel Nechtman, IV, son 
of Carl and Elise, on December 27

Marriage: Margaret Little and Doug 
Martin, on December 29

A Note on Financial Support: Your financial support makes gospel ministry possible. Church 
staff continue to process mailed checks, and information about digital giving options may be 
found at AdventBirmingham.org/Give.

Pastoral Notice: If you are going into the hospital, have need of prayer or counsel, or have a 
family member unable to attend church, please call the Pastoral Care Office at 205-226-3500.


