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I think the Gospel of 
John is my favorite of 
the four. I’m a liturgy 
and worship guy, and 
there’s so much in his 
Gospel that connects 
with the gathered wor-
ship of the early church. 

All that appeals to me.
I was recently reading about Jesus’ call of 

Andrew and Peter, and I was struck by the 
moment Jesus names Peter – “You are Si-
mon the son of John. You shall be called... 
Peter” (John 1:42). Jesus calls and names Pe-
ter long before Peter ever realizes (and lives 
into) the significance of his name, “rock.”

Isn’t this how our gracious God works 
with us? We’re out there in the world, 
seeking after something. And in the midst 
of our fumbling around in the dark – seek-
ing to find satisfaction in all kinds of ulti-
mately unsatisfying things – Jesus finds us, 
calls us out. But he doesn’t just call us out. 
He names us: “You are my beloved disciple; 
you are someone I’ve chosen to love.” Je-
sus calls us “loved disciple” long before we 
really live into that name. In this regard, this 

naming kind of functions like a prophecy 
or a promise, doesn’t it? When Jesus calls 
us “loved” and “follower” long before we 
ever really love and follow him (because 
he’s God and doesn’t lie), it comes with a 
footnote that reads, “And I will make this 
happen.”

Maybe you don’t feel much like a confi-
dent follower of Jesus. Maybe you’re like 
Peter, recognizing you have a name like 
“rock,” but knowing, deep down, that you 
really should be called “sponge.” Maybe 
you recognize that you’re all too absorbent 
of the world’s values, and way too soft on 
the Kingdom’s values. And still, Jesus has 
called you out and named you... named 
you something you’re not, but by his grace 
will be, simply because the one who called 
you and named you is able to accomplish 
it, and is faithful. Meditate on that kind 
of confident, fiery love, my brothers and 
sisters, and perhaps you may find your 
heart warming, glowing with the glory of 
Christ, and bearing the fruit that only the 
Holy Spirit can produce. The God who has 
named you is faithful, and he will do it.

- Zac

News & Events A Word from Canon Hicks

He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion.
- Philippians 1:6

9:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
(Band led)
11:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
(Organ and Choir led)
Preacher: Dean Pearson
Registering to attend is necessary at 
AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.

We will livestream both services, at 
9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Visit Advent 
Birmingham.org/Live, Facebook Live, 
or YouTube to access our livestream.

Adult Education:
Adult classes will be held from 10:15-11:00 
a.m. Registering in advance is necessary at 
AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.
Recordings of classes are available at 
Audio.AdventBirmingham.org.

The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – The Epistle 
of Jude: Contending for the Faith that Was 
Once for All Delivered to the Saints – Dean 
Pearson
Walking With Jesus Along the Way: 
Excerpts from Mark’s Gospel (Chapter 
Room) – Canon Smalley
Old Testament Life on the Ground: The 
Writings (Living Room) – Mark Gignilliat

Children’s & Youth Education:
Sunday School for 3K through 3rd graders will 
be held at the church during the 9:15 a.m. and 
11:15 a.m. services. Classes for 4th-6th grad-
ers will be held at the church from 10:15-11:00 
a.m. Please ensure that you sign up your child 
through the Signup Genius link sent by Tara Da-
vis as we have limited spaces.
Children’s Sunday School video lessons continue 
to be available online each week at AdventBirm 
ingham.org/Worship.
Junior High and Senior High classes will not meet 
this Sunday. Watch for information from Tuck-
er Fleming and Rebecca Lankford about future 
classes.

This Sunday:
January 17, 2021

Annual Parish Meeting January 24 
The Advent’s annual Parish Meeting will 

be Sunday, January 24, 1:00 p.m. in the 
Nave. Advent members will have the option 
to attend in person or virtually (via a Zoom 
webinar). Registration will be necessary to 
attend, both in person and virtually. Reg-
istration will open on Monday, January 18, 
9:00 a.m. at AdventBirmingham.org/Parish 
Meeting, where you will also find a set of 
FAQs. See page 2 for more information.

Modified Nursery Set to Open Sunday
Our tentative plan is to reopen a modi-

fied Sunday nursery on January 17. As the 
Covid-19 situation remains fluid, the follow-
ing plans are subject to change or pause at 
any time. The modified Sunday nursery will 
be available for children ages 18 months 
through 2 years and be offered during each 
of the services (9:15-10:00 a.m. and 11:15-
12:00 p.m.) but not during the adult educa-
tion hour. We will have two classes with a 
maximum of six children in each. Signing up is 
required. Sign-ups will be emailed to nursery 
parents on Mondays at 9:00 a.m. to coincide 
with the timing of the worship service sign-
ups going live. For questions, please contact 
Tara Davis (Tara@CathedralAdvent.com).
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education

Youth Confirmation
Program for 6th Graders to Begin January 24

Confirmation classes for our 6th graders will begin Sunday, 
January 24, and meet weekly from 10:30 a.m. to noon at 
Cranmer House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209), continuing into 
early May. We’re also planning a welcome gathering the evening 
of January 24 at 6:00 p.m. Watch for details, and contact Tucker 
Fleming (Tucker@CathedralAdvent.com) for more information.

Registration Required to Attend
Annual Parish Meeting January 24

The annual Parish Meeting of the Cathedral Church of the 
Advent will be Sunday, January 24, 1:00 p.m. in the Nave. Advent 
members will have the option to attend in person or virtually (via 
a Zoom webinar). Registration is necessary to attend, both in per-
son and virtually. Registration will open on Monday, January 18, 
9:00 a.m. at AdventBirmingham.org/ParishMeeting, where you 
will also find a set of FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions).

The meeting will feature the Dean’s annual address to the 
Parish, a report from the Treasurer, and a word from the Senior 
Warden. Also at the meeting, parishioners will elect 10 persons 
to serve on the Vestry of the Advent. Those attending in person 
will be provided paper ballots for the Vestry election. Those at-
tending virtually will vote via Google forms. The nominees are 
as follows:

Jim Andrews
Warren Baker
Russ Chambliss
Jim Dixon
Bing Edwards
Cardwell Feagin
David Fleming
Ron Flowers
Alfred Goings
David Green
Jen Green
Kenan Lucas
Ginger Mayfield
Kristen Padilla
Donny Patton
Mary Berkeley Pritchard
Jack Sharman
Laura Steele
Robin Wade
Ann Bailey White
For more information about the Parish Meeting, contact Mar-

garet Pope (Margaret@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-226-3510).

MLK Day Office Closing
The Church Office will be closed Monday, January 18, in ob-

servance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. The office will reopen on 
Tuesday, January 19.

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Youth Ministry
Jr. High Dinner Gathering this Sunday

Our first Sunday-evening gathering of the new year for 7th 
and 8th graders will be this Sunday, January 17, 5:45-6:45 p.m. 
at Cranmer House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209). We’ll provide 
dinner, play some games, and have Bible study. Students need to 
bring only their masks. No sign-up is necessary. Contact Tucker 
Fleming (Tucker@CathedralAdvent.com) with questions.

Sr. High “PJ Night” Family Dinner this Sunday
Senior High Family Dinners resume this Sunday, January 

17, 6:57-8:15 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden Avenue, 
35209). The theme is “PJ Night,” so come in your pajamas and 
eat breakfast for dinner. Masks are required. If you would like 
to help provide dinner this semester or have questions, please  
contact Rebecca Lankford (Lankford@CathedralAdvent.com).

Offering Envelopes Available
If you requested offering envelopes on your 2021 pledge 

card, you can pick them up in Clingman Commons. Please note 
that you have been assigned a new envelope number. Due to 
the pandemic, we are happy to mail envelopes to anyone who 
requested them but will not be visiting the Advent on Sundays. 
To have envelopes mailed, please contact Beth Anne Maier (205-
226-3517, BethAnne@CathedralAdvent.com).

Nursery Ministry
Lila Wooten Retiring as Nursery Director

Since 2017, Lila Wooten (right) has 
faithfully served as our Nursery Director. She 
has done a wonderful job implementing 
a strong discipleship ministry for our 
young children. She has also successfully 
maintained a safe and nurturing envi-
ronment in the Nursery. Tara Davis, the 
Advent’s Director of Children’s Ministries, 
will serve as the Interim Nursery Director 
during the winter semester. Please join us 
in thanking God for Lila and expressing our 
gratitude for her faithful ministry.

Pastoral Notice: If you are going into the hospital, have need 
of prayer or counsel, or have a family member unable to attend 
church, please call the Pastoral Care Office at 205-226-3500.



Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”           - Mark 1:14-15
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Advent House: Intercessory prayer is on-going through 
the Advent House Prayer Ministry. To schedule a prayer 
session, call Kathy Logue at 205-410-4622.

bookstore
Store Open on Sundays and Wednesdays

The Advent Bookstore is open on Sunday mornings, 
8:30-11:30 a.m., and on Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m. Masks are required, and we maintain social distancing.

Entrance to the store on Wednesdays is through the 
Porte Cochere parking lot door. For curbside pick-up, call 
205-323-2959. Contact Ann Campbell (Ann@Cathedral 
Advent.com) for more information.

making music

Midday Music
ASO Players to Present Violin Duos January 22

Our Midday Music series will continue 
on Friday, January 22, 12:30 p.m. in the 
Nave with a free, 30-minute program 
of violin duos, performed by Alabama 
Symphony Orchestra violinists Sarah 
Nordlund Dennis (right above) and Pei-
Ju Wu (right below). Their program will 
include works by W.F. Bach, Prokofiev, 
and some local composers.

We are pleased to be able to open this 
concert to a limited in-person audience. To 
sign up, please visit AdventBirmingham.
org/News. The concert will also be 
livestreamed at AdventBirmingham.org/
Live and associated digital platforms, and 
be made available for later listening.

Sarah Nordlund Dennis grew up in 
Birmingham (her parents are members of 
the Advent). In 2004 she won a position 
with the Hong Kong Philharmonic 
Orchestra, where she performed for two 
years. She joined the Alabama Symphony 
in 2007, and is a founding member of the 
Birmingham-based Cahaba River Strings.

A native of Taipei, Taiwan, Pei-Ju 
Wu was a member of the San Antonio 
Symphony before moving to Birmingham. She joined the Alabama 
Symphony Orchestra in 2013, and is also a member of the Des Moines 
Metro Opera. Interested in many genres of music, she toured with the 
Star Wars in Concert orchestra during its 2010 North America tour 
and performed with Peter Gabriel’s New Blood North America tour.

worship
Lectionary
Sunday, January 17: Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17; 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20)
      1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51

serving & outreach
Food Drive
Canned-Food Only Drive Set for January 24

Many of our neighbors are struggling to meet their ba-
sic needs. 16.1 percent of people in Jefferson County, Ala-
bama, are considered food insecure* (around 106,000 indi-
viduals). Job loss and other economic crises associated with 
the coronavirus could increase the rate of food insecurity in 
Jefferson County to 21.1 percent.

One way we can love our neighbor is through our annual 
Food Drive. We will collect canned food only (unexpired!) 
on Sunday morning, January 24. Similar to the recent Coat 
Drive, all items will be received in the Porte Cochere (or 
visitor’s parking lot on Sixth Avenue North) before and after 
worship services – between 8:45 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.

This year’s Food Drive once again will support our ministry 
partner, Bridge Ministries. Bridge works to prevent home-
lessness by providing direct emergency assistance to at-risk 
individuals and families in the greater Birmingham area.

Please check expiration dates and avoid open containers. 
Contact Bethany Rushing (Bethany@CathedralAdvent.com) 
for more information.

*Visit Map.FeedingAmerica.org.

Restoration Academy
Ministry Partner Seeks Virtual Reading Tutors

Advent ministry partner Restoration Academy provides 
one-on-one tutoring for its 2nd graders who need extra 
help with reading through STAIR (Start the Adventure in 
Reading) of Birmingham. Volunteer tutors are working with 
Restoration students remotely using phone or video confer-
ence because of Covid-19, and more tutors are needed. To 
learn more about serving a Restoration Academy 2nd grader 
through STAIR tutoring, contact Bethany Rushing (Bethany@
CathedralAdvent.com).

Tuesday-Morning Service
Praise Service Held Every Tuesday Morning

The Advent holds a 30-minute Praise Service on Tuesdays at 8:00 
a.m. in the Nave. This service offers us a midweek opportunity to reflect 
on God’s word, pray for the needs of our city, and have fellowship 
with people from all walks of life. Social distancing protocol and 
masks are required for health and safety. Contact Bethany Rushing 
(Bethany@CathedralAdvent.com) for more information.
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calendar:
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Morning Prayer - 
Nave - 9:15 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m.
Adult Education - 
10:15 a.m.
Jr. High Dinner at 
5:45 p.m.; Sr. High 
Dinner at 6:57 p.m.

Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day
Church Office closed

Praise Service - 
Nave - 8:00 a.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Midday Music - 
Nave - 12:30 p.m.

Canned Food Drive 
- Porte Cochere
Morning Prayer - 
Nave - 9:15 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m.
Adult Education - 
10:15 a.m.
Parish Meeting - 
Nave - 1:00 p.m.

Praise Service - 
Nave - 8:00 a.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
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diocesan staff 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama

advent staff 
The Very Rev. Andrew C. Pearson, Jr., Dean and Rector
The Rev. Canon R. Craig Smalley, Canon Pastor and

Day School Chaplain

The Rev. Canon Dr. Zac Hicks, Canon for Liturgy and Worship

The Rev. Canon Katherine P. Jacob, Deacon

The Rev. Dr. Michael Weeks, Assisting Clergy

The Rev. Wes Sharp, Clergy Associate

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Patricia Pearson: (Dean’s Discretionary Fund) by Mary Ellen Clark; Anne-Marie and Pratt Brown; 

Anonymous
Richard L. Smalley: (Pastoral Care) by Martha Keely; Gusty and Laurie Yearout; Emily and Parker 

McAnnally
Robin Adair Wade, Jr.: (Mission and Outreach) by Anne-Marie and Pratt Brown
In Honor of Wally, Janie, Walt, and Henry Evans: (Mission and Outreach) by Shannon Howard

transitions:
Birth: Anne Henry Bryant, 
daughter of Kat and Patrick, 
on December 25

A Note on Financial Support: Your financial support makes gospel ministry possible. Church 
staff continue to process mailed checks, and information about digital giving options may be 
found at AdventBirmingham.org/Give.


