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Though I am writing 
this less than a week 
since the Capitol was 
attacked by rioters, you 
are reading this around 
two weeks after the 
events. I would imag-
ine you are still shocked 

and concerned by what you saw.
It doesn’t trivialize the event to say that 

it is a product of sin. In this case, sin has 
manifested itself in a political ideology that 
has become the core belief among some 
in our country. Politics for so many in our 
nation has become a religion, and the ad-
herents are zealots. The belief that a gov-
ernment has the ability to effect ultimate 
good in the life of the individual has been 
around for a long time. History shows us 
that leaders and nations rise and fall, and 
any hope that we place in the state to solve 
our ultimate problems is doomed.

Of course, the state has a responsibility 
to care for the general welfare of its popu-
lation. It ought to increase freedom and 
provide opportunity for each person to re-
alize their potential in life, but it can only 

allow and protect the pursuit of life, liberty, 
and happiness, not the guarantee of them. 
True life, true liberty, and true happiness 
are found only in Jesus.

We should all be devastated by what 
happened, but I would imagine that those 
who are most upset are those who have 
trusted too much in the idea of democracy. 
Anyone who thinks that their cause is the 
righteous one has become what they have 
worshiped: blind, deaf, and dumb. (Psalm 
115 is a good primer on Christianity and 
politics – go read it.) Like any human cre-
ation, it is going to be tainted by sin.

What we are witnessing is that the 
wheels of the chariots we have trusted in 
are falling off, but our determination to 
drive them has not diminished. Christians 
must allow their faith to inform their poli-
tics, not the other way around. Instead of 
asking Jesus to ride in our chariot of choice, 
we need to dismount, and follow him.

The response to what is going on in our 
country? Seek Jesus, pray for his mercy, 
work for reconciliation, and proclaim the 
gospel.

- Andrew

News & Events A Word from the Dean

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the 
Lord our God.       - Psalm 20:7

9:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
(Band led)
11:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
(Organ and Choir led)
Preacher: Canon Hicks
Registering to attend is necessary at 
AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.

We will livestream both services, at 
9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Visit Advent 
Birmingham.org/Live, Facebook Live, 
or YouTube to access our livestream.

Adult Education:
Adult classes will be held from 10:15-
11:00 a.m. Registering in advance is nec-
essary at AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.
Recordings of classes are available at 
Audio.AdventBirmingham.org.

The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – The Col-
lects: Short Prayers, Explosive Gospel – 
Canon Hicks
Walking With Jesus Along the Way: 
Excerpts from Mark’s Gospel (Chapter 
Room) – Canon Smalley
Old Testament Life on the Ground: 
The Writings (Living Room) – Mark Gig-
nilliat

Children’s & Youth Education:
Sunday School for 3K through 3rd graders will be 
held at the church during the 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 
a.m. services. Classes for 4th and 5th graders will 
be held at the church, 10:15-11:00 a.m. Confir-
mation class for 6th graders will meet at Cranmer 
House, 10:30 a.m.-noon. Please ensure that you 
sign up your child through the Signup Genius link 
sent by Tara Davis as we have limited spaces.
Children’s Sunday School video lessons continue 
to be available online each week at AdventBirm 
ingham.org/Worship.
Junior High and Senior High classes will not meet 
this Sunday. Watch for information from Tucker 
Fleming and Rebecca Lankford about future classes.

This Sunday:
January 24, 2021

Annual Parish Meeting Is this Sunday 
The 148th annual Parish Meeting of the 

Cathedral Church of the Advent will be this 
Sunday, January 24, 1:00 p.m. in the Nave. 
Advent members will have the option to 
attend in person or virtually (via a Zoom 
webinar). Registration is necessary to at-
tend, both in person and virtually. Register 
at AdventBirmingham.org/ParishMeeting, 
where you will also find a set of FAQs.

The meeting will include the election of 10 
persons to serve on the Vestry. See the insert 
for profiles of the Vestry nominees.

For more information about the Parish 
Meeting, contact Margaret Pope (205-226-
3510, Margaret@CathedralAdvent.com). See 
page 2 for details.

We’re Collecting Canned Food Sunday
We will collect canned food only (unex-

pired!) this Sunday morning, January 24. 
Similar to the recent Coat Drive, all items 
will be received in the Porte Cochere (or visi-
tor’s parking lot on Sixth Avenue North) be-
fore and after worship services – between 
8:45 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. This year’s Food 
Drive again will support our ministry partner, 
Bridge Ministries. See page 2 for more infor-
mation.
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Registration Required to Attend
Annual Parish Meeting January 24

The annual Parish Meeting of the Cathedral Church of the Ad-
vent will be held this Sunday, January 24, 1:00 p.m. in the Nave. 
Advent members will have the option to attend in person or vir-
tually (via a Zoom webinar). Registration is necessary to attend, 
both in person and virtually. Register at AdventBirmingham.org/
ParishMeeting, where you will also find a set of FAQs (Frequently 
Asked Questions). Registration for the Zoom webinar will close at 
midnight on Saturday, January 23.

The meeting will feature the Dean’s annual address to the 
Parish, a report from the Treasurer, and a word from the Senior 
Warden. Also at the meeting, parishioners will elect 10 persons 
to serve on the Vestry of the Advent. Those attending in person 
will be provided paper ballots for the Vestry election. Those at-
tending virtually will vote via Google forms. See the insert for 
profiles of the Vestry nominees.

For more information about the Parish Meeting, contact Mar-
garet Pope (Margaret@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-226-3510).

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Youth Ministry
Jr. High Dinner Gathering January 31

All 7th and 8th graders are invited to a Junior High dinner 
gathering Sunday, January 31, 5:45-6:45 p.m. at Cranmer House 
(2814 Linden Avenue, 35209). We’ll provide dinner, play some 
games, and have Bible study. Students need to bring only their 
masks. No sign-up is necessary. Contact Tucker Fleming (Tucker@
CathedralAdvent.com) with questions.

Next Sr. High Family Dinner Is “Jersey Night”
The next Senior High Family Dinner will be Sunday, January 

31, 6:57-8:15 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden Avenue, 
35209). The theme is “Jersey Night,” so come ready to represent 
your team! Masks are required. If you would like to help provide 
dinner this semester or have questions, please contact Rebecca 
Lankford (Lankford@CathedralAdvent.com).

worship
Lectionary
Sunday, January 24: Psalm 62:6-14
      Jonah 3:1-5, 10
      1 Corinthians 7:29-31
      Mark 1:14-20

Offering Envelopes Available
If you requested offering envelopes on your 2021 pledge 

card, you can pick them up in Clingman Commons. Please note 
that you have been assigned a new envelope number. Due to 
the pandemic, we are happy to mail envelopes to anyone who 
requested them but will not be visiting the Advent on Sundays. 
To have envelopes mailed, please contact Beth Anne Maier (205-
226-3517, BethAnne@CathedralAdvent.com).

serving & outreach

Many of our neighbors are struggling to meet their basic needs. 
16.1 percent of people in Jefferson County, Alabama, are consid-
ered food insecure* (around 106,000 individuals). Job loss and oth-
er economic crises associated with the coronavirus could increase 
the rate of food insecurity in Jefferson County to 21.1 percent.

One way we can love our neighbor is through our annual Food 
Drive. We will collect canned food only (unexpired!) this Sunday 
morning, January 24. Similar to the recent Coat Drive, all items 
will be received in the Porte Cochere (or visitor’s parking lot on 
Sixth Avenue North) before and after worship services – between 
8:45 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.

This year’s Food Drive once again will support our ministry 
partner, Bridge Ministries. Bridge works to prevent homelessness 
by providing direct emergency assistance to at-risk individuals 
and families in the greater Birmingham area.

Please check expiration dates and avoid open containers. Con-
tact Bethany Rushing (Bethany@CathedralAdvent.com) for more 
information.

*Visit Map.FeedingAmerica.org.

Parish-Wide Prayer Meeting Via 
Zoom February 1

All parishioners are invited to a prayer gathering to take place 
via the Zoom video app on Monday, February 1, at 7:15 p.m. 
Typically held the first Monday of each month, this hour-long 
meeting is set aside to pray for the Advent. As Dean Pearson 
wrote about these gatherings, “If we are not on our knees, we 
are trying to do ministry in our own strength. We know that 
apart from the Lord Jesus we can do nothing.”

 Visit AdventBirmingham.org/News to get the Zoom link, and 
contact Margaret Pope (Margaret@CathedralAdvent.com) for 
more information. We hope you can join us.

Food Drive
Canned-Food-Only Drive Is this Sunday



Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”           - Mark 1:14-15
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making music

Midday Music
ASO Players to Present Violin Duos January 22

Our Midday Music series will continue on Friday, January 
22, 12:30 p.m. in the Nave with a free, 30-minute program 
of violin duos, performed by Alabama Symphony Orchestra 
violinists Sarah Nordlund Dennis and Pei-Ju Wu. Their 
program will include works by W.F. Bach, Prokofiev, and 
some local composers.

We are pleased to be able to open this concert to a 
limited in-person audience. To register, please visit Advent 
Birmingham.org/News. The concert will also be livestreamed 
at AdventBirmingham.org/Live and associated digital plat-
forms, and be made available for later listening.

serving & outreach

education
Youth Confirmation
Program for 6th Graders to Begin this Sunday

Confirmation classes for our 6th graders will begin this Sunday, 
January 24, and meet weekly from 10:30 a.m. to noon at Cranmer 
House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209), continuing into early May. We 
will also have a Confirmation Kickoff gathering this Sunday evening 
from 6:00-6:45 p.m. in the Refectory, where some of our Youth 
Ministry leaders will discuss aspects of the Confirmation program. 
The Kickoff will include some light, individually wrapped and canned 
refreshments. Contact Tucker Fleming (Tucker@CathedralAdvent.
com) for more information.

Nursery Ministry
Modified Nursery Open

We have reopened our Nursery with a modified format. The Nursery 
is available for children ages 18 months or older in the Toddler class 
and the 2-year-olds class. It is open during each of the worship 
services (9:15-10:00 a.m. and 11:15-12:00 p.m.) but not during 
the adult education hour. Classes are limited to six children each. 
Registering is required. Sign-ups are emailed to parents on Mondays 
at 9:00 a.m. to coincide with the timing of the worship service sign-
ups going live. Please contact Tara Davis (Tara@CathedralAdvent.
com) with questions.

Pastoral Notice: If you are going into the hospital, have 
need of prayer or counsel, or have a family member un-
able to attend church, please call the Pastoral Care Office 
at 205-226-3500.

Restoration Academy
Ministry Partner Seeks Virtual Reading Tutors

Advent ministry partner Restoration Academy provides 
one-on-one tutoring for its 2nd graders who need extra 
help with reading through STAIR (Start the Adventure in 
Reading) of Birmingham. Volunteer tutors are working with 
Restoration students remotely using phone or video con-
ference because of Covid-19, and more tutors are needed. 
To learn more about serving a Restoration Academy 2nd 
grader through STAIR tutoring, contact Bethany Rushing 
(Bethany@CathedralAdvent.com).

Women’s Study
Study with Limited Nursery Openings to Start
February 11

Women are invited to join Carolyn Lankford and Melinda 
King beginning Thursday, February 11, 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
in the Chapter Room as they study Mark: The Humanity 
of Christ, from the MacArthur Bible Studies series. (The 
Advent Bookstore has copies in stock.) You may attend in 
person or via Zoom. There are two openings available in the 
Nursery. Contact Fontaine Pope (205-443-8562, Fontaine@
CathedralAdvent.com) to join this group.spiritual growth

& fellowship
Advent House Prayer Ministry
Intercessory Prayer Is Available In Person or Via Zoom

Completely dependent upon Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, the 
ministry of prayer at Advent House is for everyone who is seeking a 
closer relationship with God; God’s intervention in our lives to give 
help needed and healing in our whole being – body, mind, and 
spirit; and God’s protection and guidance as we journey through the 
challenges of this life.

We are offering prayer sessions in person at the Advent House, 
and virtually via Zoom for those who cannot come due to Covid or 
some other affliction. A safety protocol, following CDC guidelines, 
is in place at the Advent House for the well-being of everyone 
participating. If you would like to schedule a prayer appointment at 
Advent House (2317 Arlington Avenue South, 35205), please contact 
Kathy Logue (205-410-4622, Kathy@CathedralAdvent.com).
How precious is your steadfast love, O God!

The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
They feast on the abundance of your house,

and you give them drink from the river of your delights.
For with you is the fountain of life;

in your light do we see light.
- Psalm 36:7-9
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calendar:
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Canned Food Drive 
- Porte Cochere
Morning Prayer - 
Nave - 9:15 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m.
Adult Education - 
10:15 a.m.
Parish Meeting - 
Nave - 1:00 p.m.

Praise Service - 
Nave - 8:00 a.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Morning Prayer - 
Nave - 9:15 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m.
Adult Education - 
10:15 a.m.
Jr. High Dinner at 
5:45 p.m.; Sr. High 
Dinner at 6:57 p.m. 
- Cranmer House

Parish-Wide Prayer 
Meeting via Zoom 
- 7:15 p.m.

Praise Service - 
Nave - 8:00 a.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

26 27 28 29 30

Feb 1 2 3 4 5 6Jan 31

Jan 24 25

diocesan staff 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama

advent staff 
The Very Rev. Andrew C. Pearson, Jr., Dean and Rector
The Rev. Canon R. Craig Smalley, Canon Pastor and

Day School Chaplain

The Rev. Canon Dr. Zac Hicks, Canon for Liturgy and Worship

The Rev. Canon Katherine P. Jacob, Deacon

The Rev. Dr. Michael Weeks, Assisting Clergy

The Rev. Wes Sharp, Clergy Associate

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Robin Adair Wade, Jr.: (Mission and Outreach) by Mary 

and Victor Hanson
Samuel Iverson Rawls: (Mission and Outreach) by Mary 

and Victor Hanson • (Pastoral Care) by Bryan F. Helm
In Honor of D, Cecile, Julia, James, Emily, and Travis 

Franklin: (Mission and Outreach) by Shannon Howard

transitions:
Birth: Charlotte Teresa Brudi, daughter of Robert and Alyson, on 
January 5
Baptisms: Lucy Louise West, daughter of Elizabeth and Seth, on Janu-
ary 3; Mary Reid Griffin, daughter of Joseph and Alice, on January 9; 
William Reynolds Fisher, son of Reid and Maggie, on January 9; Ann 
Brantley McCrary, daughter of Alex and Sara Kathryn, on January 10
Marriage: Victoria Niblett and Benjamin Hardiman, on January 2

A Note on Financial Support: Your financial support makes gospel ministry possible. Church 
staff continue to process mailed checks, and information about digital giving options may be 
found at AdventBirmingham.org/Give.



NOMINEES FOR THE VESTRY
For election at the annual Parish Meeting on Sunday, January 24, 2021

Each profile contains the answer to the question, 
“What are your hopes for the Cathedral Church of the Advent for the immediate future?”

JIM ANDREWS – Member 34 years • Publisher/Mortgage Banker 
• Wife: Elizabeth • Former Vestry Member, 
Sunday School Teacher, Stewardship Chair-
man, Usher, Chalice Bearer • “I am hope-
ful that the Advent can continue to be the 
beacon that preaches and teaches salvation 
through Jesus Christ crucified. I am thank-
ful for what the staff at the Advent has done 
in the face of these unprecedented times 
and hope that we can continue to find cre-
ative, thoughtful, and caring ways to support 

our parish family. I hope that we will learn from this and grow 
through the challenges today and tomorrow. I hope that what has 
happened will result in the Advent being even stronger. My family 
and I are so very grateful for the Advent as our church home and 
family; I want that to continue.”

WARREN BAKER – Member five years •  Director of Operations, 
EdiPhy Advisors • Wife: Laura • Welcome 
Team, Usher • “I’d like to see a robust return 
to in-person worship as soon as feasible! 
It’s also my hope that participation in small 
group Bible study continues to grow and be 
a tool to strengthen faith so that others can 
see the Holy Spirit at work in our lives and 
be drawn in to hear the gospel.”

RUSS CHAMBLISS – Member 22 years • Retired Business Own-
er • Wife: Ann • Former Vestry Member, 
Finance Committee, Five O'Clock Service 
Committee, Garden Committee, Small 
Groups Member, Cursillo, Usher, Sunday 
School Teacher • “I would hope that the Ad-
vent would remain a place where the gospel 
is proclaimed and lived, the word of God is 
studied and obeyed, and people would find 
a real relationship with the living Christ. I 
also hope that the Advent would continue 

to be a vibrant vessel through which God works. Our church has 
been richly blessed, and I pray that we would use our blessings to 
be a blessing to others.”

JIM DIXON – Member 20+ years • Real Estate – Arlington Prop-
erties • Wife: Marilyn • Usher, Small Groups, 
Five O'Clock Band • “My hope for the Ad-
vent is that it continues to serve its members, 
warmly welcomes and embraces newcomers 
and, by preaching the gospel, is a shining 
light of hope and promise in our outreach 
ministries. I hope, once COVID becomes 
an unfond memory, the Advent continues to 
expand its diversity of services, and can in-
tegrate attendees from these various services 

so more members experience the joy of getting to know, worship, 
and work with folks they might otherwise never know. The Advent 
should continue its focus on being a part of the downtown Bir-
mingham community by continuing and furthering its outreach 
and ministries in this area. The city needs Adventers and the Ad-
vent in Birmingham’s daily life. We give hope to many and should 
continue being that hope.”

BING EDWARDS – Member 17 years  • Attorney • Lector, Chal-
ice Bearer, Usher • “My prayer is that the Ad-
vent will be a shelter for us all during these 
turbulent times.”

CARDWELL FEAGIN – Member three years • Chief Operating 
Officer (COO), VIVA Health • Wife: Eliza-
beth • Men’s Discipleship Training, Men’s 
Discipleship Retreat Leader, Shepherd, Ush-
er, Small Groups, Confirmation Table Parent 
• “My hope is that we are a true witness to the 
gospel of Christ. It is imperative that the Ad-
vent strives to be faithful to the gospel when 
making decisions and discipling others in 
such a divisive and broken world, even when 
these decisions do not receive the world’s ap-

proval. Through my training in men’s discipleship and being a shep-
herd, I believe strongly that we should continue to focus on our dis-
cipleship ministry. At the Advent, I have been taught that centering 
your life on Jesus and giving up control with the Holy Spirit’s power 
leads to a peace that the world is not capable of giving. This power 
of God’s grace has led to a rebirth in my faith that I would like to 
share. With isolation and division prevalent in our world, shepherd-
ing and discipling others should be of utmost importance.”
DAVID FLEMING – Member six years • CEO of Economic 

Development Organization • Wife: Brooke 
• Cathedral Choir Member, Stewardship 
Captain, Advent Episcopal School Board 
of Trustees, Home Group Co-Leader • “My 
family and I reside in the city, and I have felt 
called to a career where I work on the develop-
ment, vibrancy, and growth of Birmingham’s 
downtown commercial areas. Therefore, my 
hopes for the Advent are, first, to be a place in 
our City Center where faith seekers encounter 

Jesus; second, that we influence our city by proclaming the gospel; 
third, to be a place where people in need of spiritual and emotional 
healing find it in our worship, teaching, and community. Finally, we 
join God in the restoration and redemption of our city through mis-
sion partnerships and initiatives. We need to come out of the pan-
demic restoring the things we treasure about our church while inno-
vating in ways true to our character and seeking relevance for today.”
RON FLOWERS – Member 12 years • Attorney •  Wife: Beth • 

Former Vestry Member, Small Groups, Wel-
come Team, Usher Captain, Stewardship Cap-
tain  • “I hope and pray that the Advent will 
continue to be a refuge for sinners, devoted to 
a cross-centered theology and justification by 
faith alone in Christ alone, where the gospel is 
preached every Sunday.”

ALFRED GOINGS – Member 10 years • Sr. Manager of Digital 
Commerce at O'Neal Steel • Wife: Sally • Five 
O'Clock Leadership Team, Usher • “The year 
of 2020 was one of unprecedented changes. 
My hope for the Advent is to expand upon the 
lessons learned in 2020, even though changes 
can be difficult and uncomfortable. It will be 
important for our church family to seek Jesus 
through his word, which unifies us, and fol-
low him as he leads. Proverbs 3:5-6 says ‘Trust 
in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 

on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he 
will make your paths straight.’”
DAVID GREEN – Member 18 years • General Contractor • Wife: 

Alison • Usher, Building Committee, Wel-
come Team, Stewardship Captain and Caller 
• “Continue to follow and spread the gospel of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”



NOMINEES FOR THE VESTRY
For election at the annual Parish Meeting on Sunday, January 24, 2021 

Each profile contains the answer to the question, 
“What are your hopes for the Cathedral Church of the Advent for the immediate future?”

JEN GREEN – Member six years • Clinical Psychologist • Hus-
band: Robert • Co-Chair of the Welcoming 
Committee, Small Groups, Lenten Lunch 
Hospitality Volunteer, Shepherding Team, 
Women's Discipleship Group Member, 
Stewardship • “I hope that the Advent will 
continue to find safe and creative ways to 
provide warm welcome, genuine fellowship, 
and encouragement to all those seeking re-
spite in a weary world.”

KENAN LUCAS – Member 12 years • Fund Manager, Harbert 
Management Corporation • Wife: Cath-
erine • Usher, Stewardship Caller, Small 
Groups • “Catherine and I are members of 
the Advent because we believe the Advent 
does a great job of balancing the dual mes-
sages that our need for the Lord is greater 
than we can understand and his love for 
us is deeper than we can comprehend. My 
hope for the Advent in the immediate future 
is that we successfully transition back to in-

person learning and fellowship while continuing to leverage and 
expand upon the technology we have been forced to utilize during 
the pandemic. While the disruption to our worship services was 
extremely challenging, the Advent responded admirably. I believe 
there are ways we can apply what we learned during the pandemic 
in order to magnify the gospel message in our community and 
beyond in the future.”

GINGER MAYFIELD – Member 11 years • College Advisor • 
Husband: Tommy • Women's Discipleship 
Class Teacher, VBS Volunteer, Five O'Clock 
Altar Guild • “My prayer is that every church 
member is involved in some form of small 
group fellowship or short-term Bible study 
over the next year. I also hope that the 
Advent continues to grow the men's and 
women's discipleship programs.”

KRISTEN PADILLA – Member five years • Manager of Mar-
keting and Communications, Director of 
Women in Ministry Initiative at Beeson Di-
vinity School • Husband: Osvaldo • Adult 
Sunday School Teacher, Guest Speaker at 
Women's Ministry Events, Small Groups, 
Substitute Sunday School Teacher for Chil-
dren's Ministry • “My hope for the Advent 
is that it continues to shine the light of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in our city and be-
yond. My prayer is that the Advent, as an 

orthodox Protestant church, will remain strong in its Anglican 
roots, committed to Holy Scripture, and shaped by the gospel it 
proclaims – a vibrant community of faith!”

DONNY PATTON – Member five years • President, John R. 
White Co., Inc. • Wife Katharine • Stew-
ardship Parish Caller, Usher • “My hope for 
the immediate future of the Advent is that 
we continue to equip the congregation, 
the community, and the world to share 
the gospel message of Jesus Christ. From 
Psalm 43, I pray that God will send forth 
his light and his truth to guide us.”

MARY BERKELEY PRITCHARD – Member 23 years • Office 
Administrator • Husband: Pete • Advent 
House Guild Member, Lenten Lunch Volun-
teer, Shepherds Ministry, Discipleship Class 
Teacher, Bible Blog Copy Editor, Outreach 
Planning Committee • “My hope for the Ad-
vent is that God will continue to transform 
each of our lives through the grace of Jesus 
Christ and that, in response, we will grow 
in our love for, trust in, and dependence on 
God and in our service to others. As God of-

ten works through adversity, I hope and trust that he will use and 
is using this particularly challenging season to knit us together as 
a community of believers who encourage and support one another 
in our faith and that as we persevere in our preaching, teaching, 
music, youth ministry, small groups, and outreach, he will bring 
many to Christ.”
JACK SHARMAN – Member 25 years • Attorney, Partner at 

Lightfoot, Franklin, & White LLC • Wife: 
Elizabeth • Former Vestry Member, Steward-
ship Chair, Junior High Christian Education 
Teacher, Adult Christian Education Teacher, 
Usher Chair, Discernment Committee, Stew-
ardship Caller, Men’s Ministry Chair, Advent 
Bible-in-A-Year Blog Contributor, Cursillo, 
Small Groups, Confirmation Table Leader  
• “I hope that the Advent continues to be a 
grace-filled, biblically based, gospel-centered 

beacon for all people in a broken world.” 
LAURA STEELE – Member 18 years • Owner of Steele Style Con-

sulting, Levy's Fine Jewelry at Gus Mayer • 
Husband: Parker • VBS, Lenten Lunches, 
Confirmation Group Leader, Discipleship 
Group, Small Groups, Advent Women's 
Ministry Leader • “My hopes for the Ad-
vent are for our parish to collectively con-
tinue to spread the gospel through its many 
resources, community outreach, and Chris-
tian education. It is further my hope that we 
prayerfully support an active and inclusive 

parish life and small group program. I also hope and pray for the 
wonderful clergy in their leadership, teachings, and continued 
growth with our parish and in our church.”
ROBIN WADE – Member 20 years • Executive • Wife: Net • For-

mer Vestry Member, Small Groups, Usher, 
Stewardship Commitee, Children's Sunday 
School Teacher • “Mostly, I look forward to 
coming back to the Advent with the rest of 
the church to pray and worship and even 
sing (!) again together as we did before the 
pandemic. I look forward to social distanc-
ing and masks being a bad memory in a few 
more months. And I look forward to our 
small group gathering in person again. Hav-

ing served on the Vestry in the past, I understand the administra-
tion and business side of running this magnificent place, but what 
is most important is worshipping together in person as a commu-
nity again. The Advent clergy gave us a strong foundation by their 
preaching, teaching, and worshipping to endure many tough times 
last year. It would be an honor to serve again on the Vestry and help 
continue the rich and vital traditions of our spiritual lives here.”
ANN BAILEY WHITE – Lifelong Member • Interiors • Hus-

band: Craig • Sunday School Teacher, Lent-
en Lunch Sponsorship Chair and Waitress, 
St. Amelia's Guild Co-Chair, Stewardship 
Caller, Atrium Catechism, VBS • “I pray that 
we continue to be a gospel-centered church 
especially focusing on our youth and our 
youth ministries.”


