
V O L U N TA R Y  &  O P E N I N G  S E N T E N C E S

H Y M N                               Dix

1. As with gladness men of old
    did the guiding star behold;
    as with joy they hailed its light,
    leading onward, beaming bright;
    so, most gracious Lord, may we
    evermore be led to thee.
 
2. As with joyful steps they sped
    to that lowly manger-bed;
    there to bend the knee before
    him whom heaven and earth adore;
    so may we with willing feet
    ever seek the mercy-seat.

 
5. In the heavenly country bright,
    need they no created light;
    thou its light, its joy, its crown,
    thou its sun which goes not down:
    there for ever may we sing
    alleluias to our King.

C O N F E S S I O N  O F  S I N 
Almighty and most merciful Father; We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too 
much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done;  And we have done those things which we ought not to have done; And there is 
no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou those, O God, who confess 
their faults. Restore thou those who are penitent; According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake; That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober 
life,  To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

T H E  D E C L A R AT I O N  O F  F O R G I V E N E S S
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3. As they offered gifts most rare
    at that manger rude and bare;
    so may we with holy joy,
    pure and free from sin’s alloy,
    all our costliest treasures bring,
    Christ! to thee, our heavenly King.
 
4. Holy Jesus! every day
    keep us in the narrow way;
    and, when earthly things are past,
    bring our ransomed souls at last
    where they need no star to guide,
    where no clouds thy glory hide.



A  R E A D I N G  F R O M  T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O  S T.  M A R K .
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and 
I will make you become fishers of men.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19And going on a little 
farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20And immediately 
he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. (1:14-20) 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

T H E  A P O S T L E S ’ C R E E D
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen.

Officiant: The Lord be with you.  
People: And with thy spirit.
Officiant: Let us pray.

T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R AY E R

S U F F R A G E S
Officiant: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
People: And grant us thy salvation. 
Officiant: Endue thy ministers with righteousness;  
People: And make thy chosen people joyful.
Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
People: For only in thee can we live in safety.
Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under thy care;  
People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Officiant: Let thy way be known upon earth;  
People: Thy saving health among all nations.
Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
People: And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.

C O L L E C T  A N D  P R AY E R S  O F  I N T E R C E S S I O N



T H E  G E N E R A L  T H A N K S G I V I N G

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks for 
all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men. We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life; but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that 
our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that we may show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

Officiant: Let us bless the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.

T H E  G R A C E  A N D  T H E  W ELCO M E

H Y M N                               In Christ Alone

1. In Christ alone my hope is found,
    He is my light, my strength, my song;
    This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
    Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
    What heights of love, what depths of peace,
    When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
    My Comforter, my All in All,
    Here in the love of Christ I stand.
 
2. In Christ alone! – who took on flesh,
    Fullness of God in helpless babe.
    This gift of love and righteousness,
    Scorned by the ones he came to save:
    Till on that cross as Jesus died,
    The wrath of God was satisfied –
    For every sin on him was laid;
    Here in the death of Christ I live.

T H E  S E R M O N     Canon Hicks

AT  T H E  O F F E R T O R Y , A N T H E M                               F.A. Gore Ouseley

From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same
my Name shall be great among the Gentiles;
and in every place incense shall be offer’d up unto my Name:
for my Name shall be great among the heathen,
thus saith the Lord!

    -Malachi 1:11

T H E  D O X O L O G Y                               
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

3. There in the ground his body lay,
    Light of the world by darkness slain:
    Then bursting forth in glorious day
    Up from the grave he rose again!
    And as he stands in victory
    Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,
    For I am his and he is mine –
    Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
 
4. No guilt in life, no fear in death,
    This is the power of Christ in me;
    From life’s first cry to final breath,
    Jesus commands my destiny.
    No power of hell, no scheme of man,
    Can ever pluck me from his hand:
    Till he returns or calls me home,
    Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.



T H E  C L O S I N G  P R AY E R S  A N D  B L E S S I N G

H Y M N                               King’s Weston

1. At the Name of Jesus
    every knee shall bow,
    every tongue confess him
    King of glory now;
    ’tis the Father’s pleasure
    we should call him Lord
    who from the beginning
    was the mighty Word.
 
2. Humbled for a season,
    to receive a Name
    from the lips of sinners,
    unto whom he came,
    faithfully he bore it
    spotless to the last,
    brought it back victorious,
    when from death he passed;

 
5. Christians, this Lord Jesus
    shall return again,
    with his Father’s glory
    o’er the earth to reign;
    for all wreaths of empire
    meet upon his brow,
    and our hearts confess him
    King of glory now.

T H E  D I S M I S S A L  A N D  V O L U N TA R Y 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

3. Bore it up triumphant,
    with its human light,
    through all ranks of creatures,
    to the central height,
    to the throne of Godhead,
    to the Father’s breast;
    filled it with the glory
    of that perfect rest.

4. Name him, Christians, name him,
    with love strong as death,
    name with awe and wonder
    and with bated breath;
    he is God the Savior,
    he is Christ the Lord,
    ever to be worshiped,
    trusted, and adored.


