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When Ken Jones was 
with us as a Lenten 
preacher, he and I had 
a conversation over 
what is meant when 
we use the word “nor-
mal.” It’s getting used 
a lot these days, es-

pecially in reference to life post-Covid-19. 
Nearly everyone has been saying, “I can’t 
wait to get back to normal.” What is nor-
mal? How would you define the word?

Normal means predictable and con-
trolled. When I say I want life to go back 
to normal, I am saying that I want control 
again. Of course, some of this desire is not 
altogether wrong. We want to be able to 
visit our loved ones, live without fear, and 
enjoy freedom of movement, but many of 
us just long to be the kings of our lives once 
again.

When we look back on history through 
the lens of the Bible, we see that there is 
no such thing as normal. There are patterns 
of behavior rooted in sin, but we can’t 
point to any particular time period and say, 
“That’s normal.”

For Christians, history is not cyclical, but 
linear. All of history is building up to, and 
moving toward, the return of Jesus Christ 
when he comes again to set things to right 
– full and complete redemption, the total-
ity of our salvation realized. This, according 
to the Bible, is normal; this is the way it is 
supposed to be.

When Jesus performed his various mira-
cles (healings, raising others from the dead, 
et al.), he was showing us reality. Rather 
than exceptional, Jesus demonstrated that 
this is the way things are supposed to be. 
C.S. Lewis wrote in The Great Divorce, 
“Heaven is reality itself. All that is fully real 
is Heavenly. For all that can be shaken will 
be shaken and only the unshakeable re-
mains.”

No matter what age we live in as believ-
ers, we live in abnormal times. We come 
to know that “we have no lasting city, but 
we seek the city that is to come” (Hebrews 
13:14). We have our eyes fixed not only 
ahead, but upon Jesus (Hebrews 12:2).

Let us not long for normalcy that places 
us in control, but for Jesus who is the ulti-
mate reality.               - Andrew

News & Events A Word from the Dean

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. 
Come Lord Jesus!          - Revelation 22:20

Adult Education:
Adult classes will be held from 10:15-
11:00 a.m. Registering in advance is nec-
essary at AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.
Recordings of classes are available at 
Audio.AdventBirmingham.org.

The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – The Exo-
dus of the People of God (Chapters 18-
24) – Dean Pearson
Walking with Jesus Through the Gos-
pel of Mark (Living Room) – The Final 
Week (Chapters 14-15) – Canon Smalley

Children’s & Youth Education:
Sunday School for 3K through 3rd graders will be 
held at the church during the 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 
a.m. services. Classes for 4th and 5th graders will 
be held at the church, 10:15-11:00 a.m. Confir-
mation class for 6th graders will meet at Cranmer 
House, 10:30 a.m.-noon. Please ensure that you 
sign up your child through the Signup Genius link 
sent by Tara Davis as we have limited spaces.
Children’s Sunday School video lessons continue 
to be available online each week at AdventBirm 
ingham.org/Worship.
Junior High and Senior High classes will not meet 
this Sunday. Watch for information about future 
classes.

This Sunday:
April 18, 2021

Advent Makes Transition Plan for Sundays
With the Covid-19 vaccine becoming 

more widely available, we continue to move 
towards more of us being able to gather on 
Sundays. The transition plan is in three phases.

Phase I, which began on April 11, includes 
overflow seating in the Refectory at both the 
9:15 and 11:15 a.m. services to allow for in-
creased capacity. Masks are still required.

Phase II will begin on Sunday, May 2, and 
will include Nave seating in every pew and 
higher registration limits for both Nave and 
Refectory seating. All children’s and youth 
classes will be on campus. Masks will be re-
quired until notice.

We hope to move to Phase III later this 
summer; the start date is not yet determined. 
This will include no seating restrictions in the 
Nave and no registration or masks required.

See page 2 for more information, and 
visit AdventBirmingham.org/News to see the 
complete plan.

9:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
(Band led)
11:15 a.m. Morning Prayer
(Organ and Choir led)
Preacher: Dean Pearson
Registering to attend is necessary at 
AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.

We will livestream both services, at 
9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Visit Advent 
Birmingham.org/Live, Facebook Live, 
or YouTube to access our livestream.

Choral Evensong Service April 22
We will hold a service of Choral Evensong 

Thursday, April 22, 5:30 p.m. in the Nave. Sign 
up to attend in person at AdventBirmingham.
org/Worship. See page 2 for more informa-
tion.



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT’S GOING ON!
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spiritual growth
& fellowship

Youth Ministry
Sr. High “Dynamic Duo” Family Dinner this Sunday

All Senior High youth are invited to our Family Dinner this 
Sunday, April 18, 6:57-8:15 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 
Linden Avenue, 35209). The theme is “Dynamic Duo,” so 
bring a friend and your mask and come as your favorite 
famous pair! Hope to see you there. Contact Rebecca 
(Lankford@CathedralAdvent.com) for details.

Senior Night Is May 3
All graduating high school seniors of the Advent are 

invited to join us for a celebratory dinner on Monday, May 
3, 5:30-7:00 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden Avenue, 
35209). The evening will include a panel answering 
questions about spiritual life in college. We hope all can join 
us so we can celebrate and send off our seniors well! Please 
RSVP to Rebecca Lankford (Lankford@CathedralAdvent.
com).

worship

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 
called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does 
not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children 
now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when 
he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And 
everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

- 1 John 3:1-3

Sung Service of Evening Prayer Set for April 22
The Cathedral Choir will sing Choral Evensong on Thursday, 

April 22, 5:30 p.m. in the Nave. Katherine Jacob will preach. 
Evensong, a sung version of the Evening Prayer service, is 
drawn almost entirely from the Bible. Its primary purpose is to 
proclaim the wonderful works of God in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ through prayer and praise.

We are pleased that this service will be open for in-person 
attendance. To sign up, please visit AdventBirmingham.org/
Worship, starting Friday, April 16. The concert will also be 
livestreamed on AdventBirmingham.org/Live and associated 
digital platforms for anyone unable to attend in person.

Come join us for worship of our Lord and Savior through 
prayer and song.

Our Transition Plan for Sundays
With the Covid-19 vaccine becoming more widely available, we are 

delighted to continue moving towards more of us being able to gather 
on Sundays. The vaccine is now available to everyone over 16 years 
of age, and more than one-third of Jefferson County residents have 
received at least one dose. Accordingly, we are making plans to have 
more people and activity return to our campus on Sunday mornings, 
as we approach and pass benchmarks. We are planning our return in 
three phases. Some notable aspects of each phase include:
Phase I (began April 11)

•The Refectory is available for overflow seating at both the 9:15 and 
11:15 services.

•Registration limits of 160 in the Nave and 60 in the Refectory.
•The age threshold for the Nursery is lowered to 15 months.
•Masks are still required.

Phase II (begins Sunday, May 2)
•Nave seating in every pew at both the 9:15 and 11:15 a.m. services.
•Registration limits of 325 in the Nave and 75 in the Refectory.
•The age threshold for the Nursery is lowered to include infants.
•All children’s and youth classes are on campus.
•Fuller compliment of adult education classes.
•Coffee is available in Clingman Commons.
•Masks will be required until notice.

Phase III (TBD)
We hope to move to Phase III later this summer, as vaccination avail-

ability and other markers continue to improve. The exact date is to be 
determined.

•No seating restrictions in the Nave.
•No overflow seating in the Refectory.
•No registration or masks required.
•All three Nursery rooms are open, with no registration required.
•Kindergarten through 3rd grade children will begin each service in 
the Nave.

•Breakfast will resume.
Visit AdventBirmingham.org/News to see the complete plan.

Choral Evensong

Women’s Ministry
Women’s Retreat Set for August 27-29

All women of the Advent: Mark your calendars now. Our annual 
Women’s Retreat at Lake Martin will be Friday-Sunday, August 27-
29. Susan Yates will be our speaker. Many details will follow, and 
registration will begin in May, but please plan on attending this 
wonderful weekend. If you would like to help with the details, please 
contact Carolyn Lankford (Carolyn@CathedralAdvent.com).



(Jesus prayed to the Father) “As you sent me into the world, so I have sent (those you have given me) into the 
world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.”     - John 17:18-19
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Above (left-right): Britton Thames (5th grade) and Park-
er Thames (2nd grade) helped to flower the cross on 20th 
Street on Easter Day, April 4.

Flowering the Cross on Easter

serving & outreach
Lenten Lunches
Thanks to Those Who Served

Heartfelt thanks go to all the folks who served in this unique year of 
Lenten Lunches. It was not our normal operations, but lunches were 
served every day, cashiers collected money, and patrons enjoyed a 
meal with some friends. We are grateful to the Lord for his provisions, 
and indeed grateful to those who served. Particular thanks go to our 
Day Chairmen: Miriam Morris, Kate Kiefer, Sally Goings, Nancy Mc-
Colloch, and Lucy Parker; our Head Cashier: Mat Johnson; and our 
Treasurer: Ann Campbell.

education
Inquirers’ Class
Interested in Membership? Come April 17

The Inquirers’ Class is an adult education course that will 
give you an idea of what the Advent believes and why we 
believe it. It is open to anyone, but is designed particularly for 
newcomers to the Advent. Our next class will be Saturday, 
April 17, 9:00 a.m.-2:15 p.m. at our off-site location, Cranmer 
House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209). Lunch will be provided. 
Contact Fontaine Pope (Fontaine@CathedralAdvent.com, 
205-443-8562) to receive your lunch choices.

Giving to the Advent Via Text
Now Available

We are pleased to announce a new way to donate to the 
church, giving via text through Tithe.ly.

To get started, simply text the word “GIVE” to the follow-
ing number: 855-714-1136. This is a unique number for the 
Church of the Advent for the purpose of text giving. If you 
are currently a Tithe.ly user, you will be able to sign in using 
your existing credentials. If not, you will be asked to verify 
your email address to set up an account.

Once you have set up an account, you will be able to give 
easily to various funds with a simple text, without reentering 
payment information. Please note that you will have the op-
portunity to cover the transaction fees. Contribution credit 
will be given for the net proceeds. Contact Dorothy White 
for more information (Dorothy@CathedralAdvent.com).

making music

Concert Series
Zachary Banks and Fred Teardo to Perform May 6

The Cathedral Concert Series will present “Songs of Travel” and 
Spirituals with bass-baritone Zachary Banks and pianist Frederick 
Teardo on Thursday, May 6, 6:00 p.m. in Clingman Commons. Taken 
from Robert Louis Stevenson’s collection of poetry of the same name, 
Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Songs of Travel is a cycle of nine songs for 
baritone and piano. Mr. Banks, a member of our Cathedral Choir, will 
sing the cycle as well as a selection of spirituals.

This concert will be open to a limited in-person audience. To 
register, please visit AdventBirmingham.org/News; registration will 
open on Monday, May 3. The concert will also be livestreamed on 
AdventBirmingham.org/Live and be made available for later listening.

Midday Music
ASO Musicians to Present Music for Flute and Clarinet April 30

This season’s Midday Music series will conclude on Friday, April 30, 
12:30 p.m. in the Nave with a free, 30-minute concert by Lisa Wienhold, 
flute, and Kathleen Costello, clarinet. Both are members of the Alabama 
Symphony Orchestra, with Ms. Wienhold serving as principal flutist 
since 1997, and Ms. Costello as principal clarinetist since 2006. Their 
program will include music by Bach, Muczynski, Villa-Lobos, and Rutter.

We are pleased to be able to open this concert to a limited public 
audience. To sign up to attend, please visit AdventBirmingham.
org/News. The performance will also be livestreamed on 
AdventBirmingham.org/Live and will be available for later listening.

Gumbo Gala
Event to Benefit Episcopal Place April 17

Gumbo Gala is back, with the main event on Saturday, April 17, 
at Cahaba Brewing Company (4500 5th Avenue South, 35222). It is 
open to the public and will include live music, local artisans, and deli-
cious gumbo from the Tasteful Touch food truck. To maintain Covid 
safety, there will be no team competitions this year. You can also 
order “Gumbo to Geaux” with curbside pickup on April 22 and 23. 
All proceeds benefit Episcopal Place, one of our ministry partners. For 
more information, visit EpiscopalPlace.org/GumboGala.
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calendar:
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Morning Prayer - 
Nave - 9:15 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m.
Adult Education - 
10:15 a.m.
Sr. High Youth 
Dinner - Cranmer 
House - 6:57 p.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Choral Evensong - 
Nave - 5:30 p.m.

Morning Prayer - 
Nave - 9:15 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m.
Adult Education - 
10:15 a.m.
Jr. High Dinner at 
5:45 p.m.; Sr. High 
Dinner at 6:57 p.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Midday Music - 
Nave - 12:30 p.m.
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diocesan staff 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama

advent staff 
The Very Rev. Andrew C. Pearson, Jr., Dean and Rector
The Rev. Canon R. Craig Smalley, Canon Pastor and

Day School Chaplain

The Rev. Canon Dr. Zac Hicks, Canon for Liturgy and Worship

The Rev. Canon Katherine P. Jacob, Deacon

The Rev. Dr. Michael Weeks, Assisting Clergy

The Rev. Wes Sharp, Clergy Associate

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Louis Culver: (Music Discretionary Fund) by Randy and Rosemary Ham; Lisa Grupe and Kelly 

Cloud; Hallie H. Rawls; Jane Watwood Gibbs; H. Mack Jolly
Robin Adair Wade, Jr.: (Endowment Fund) by Ginny and Joe Farley
Samuel Iverson Rawls: (Cathedral Choir Fund) by Charlotte S. Murdock
Shirley Posey Wood: (Music Discretionary Fund) by Anonymous; H. Mack Jolly
Ron Douglas: (Music Discretionary Fund) by Deenie Culver

transitions:
Birth: Charlotte Jane Hyde, 
daughter of Foster and Lauren, 
granddaughter of Greg and 
Sharon Hyde, on February 9

Lectionary this Sunday, April 18: Psalm 4; Acts 3:12-19; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48

A Note on Financial Support: Your financial support makes gospel ministry possible. Church 
staff continue to process mailed checks, and information about digital giving options may be 
found at AdventBirmingham.org/Give.


