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“I’ll give you the next 
step.” That was the 
punchline. My friend 
was suddenly, blessed-
ly overwhelmed with 
four children in two 
years, but also blast-
ed with transitions of 

a less pleasant nature. A career change, a 
move to a new town, and the home he was 
not able to sell but able last-minute to rent 
was found to have termites. He had neither 
the money nor the bandwidth to address it.

His initial response was not surprising as 
he berated himself for not having a plan 
– anxiety, disappointment, blame, and de-
spair. Recounting this, he shared that he 
began to pray, and he told me, “Craig, I 
know it sounds cliché in our circles, but I 
began to have a sense of peace… as if I 
heard Jesus saying to me, ‘I love you, I’ve 
always loved you, I’ll never forsake you… 
I’ll give you the next step.’”

Most of us want to be final chapter peo-
ple. How will it end? What will it look like? 
Will it be OK? But Jesus being our Good 

Shepherd implies our security and our de-
pendence.

Do we look forward? Absolutely. Do we 
plan? Undoubtedly. Are we active? Yes. 
And yet.

We are shepherded people. Our security 
is in our dependence and in Jesus’ sufficien-
cy. His cross and resurrection are enough. 
Reality and emotion can differ wildly, but 
we are secure. Jesus Christ is the same yes-
terday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8). 

By the way, my friend was given the next 
step, and he’s good. Ups and downs, highs 
and lows, but he is incredibly secure be-
cause he is shepherded by the Good Shep-
herd.

Along the way we’re nicked a little (or a 
lot), limp a little, some bursitis in the joints, 
but in Jesus, our Good Shepherd, we are 
whole and redeemed. Despair is the unre-
quested and oft offered “gift” of our en-
emy. Grace and peace, mercy and forgive-
ness, confidence and trust, freedom and 
security are the gifts of our Shepherd.

Yours,
Craig

News & Events A Word from Craig Smalley

“My sheep hear my voice and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eter-
nal life, and they will never perish, and no one will ever snatch them out of my 
hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able 
to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.”     - John 10:28-30

Adult Education:
Adult classes will be held from 10:15-11:00 
a.m. Registering in advance is necessary at 
AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.
Recordings of classes are available at Audio.
AdventBirmingham.org.

The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – Springtime 
Psalms – Mark Gignilliat
Food, Our Bodies, and the God Who Re-
deems Them: A Class for Mothers and 
Daughters (Chapter Room) – Carolyn and 
Rebecca Lankford
The Theology of the Acts of the Apostles 
(Living Room) – Osvaldo Padilla

Children’s & Youth Education:
Sunday School for 3K through 5th graders will 
be held at the church, 10:15-11:00 a.m. We 
will offer children’s programming for 3K-3rd 
grade during the 9:15 and 11:15 a.m. servic-
es. Please ensure that you sign up your 3K-3rd 
child through the Signup Genius link sent by 
Tara Davis. Children in 4th grade and older do 
not have to register in advance. Because of in-
creased in-person capacity, we are no longer 
posting online Sunday School lessons.
Junior High and Senior High classes will meet 
10:15-11:00 a.m., with 6th graders joining 
the Junior High in Lower Morton and Senior 
High meeting in the Undercroft.

This Sunday:
May 23, 2021

Ageless Adventers to Gather for Lunch 
May 26

Adults of all ages are invited for food, fel-
lowship, and a few words from our Interim 
Dean, Craig Smalley, on Wednesday, May 
26, noon-1:00 p.m. at Cranmer House. To 
reserve your spot and a box lunch, or for 
more information, please contact Stella Sch-
reiber (Stella@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-
443-8558). See page 2 for details.

Vacation Bible School Is Coming Soon
Treasured VBS will happen June 7-10. See 

page 2 for more information.

9:15 a.m. Morning Prayer and
 Confirmation
 (Band led)
11:15 a.m. Morning Prayer and
 Confirmation
 (Organ and Choir led)
Preacher: Bishop Curry
Registering to attend is necessary at 
AdventBirmingham.org/Worship.
We will livestream both services, at 
9:15 and 11:15 a.m. Visit AdventBirm 
ingham.org/Live, to access our stream.

Youth and Adults to Be Confirmed
this Sunday

Glenda Curry, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Alabama, will be with us for the confirma-
tion of new parish members this Sunday, 
May 23. Sixth-grade confirmands will be 
confirmed during the 9:15 a.m. service, and 
our adult class will be confirmed during the 
11:15 a.m. service. Sixth graders and their 
sponsors should report to Clingman Com-
mons at 8:30 a.m.

Adventers are invited to welcome Bishop 
Curry and extend the hand of fellowship to 
our new members.



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT’S GOING ON!
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education

VBS 2021 Is Coming June 7-10
We are excited about Treasured Vacation Bible School for current 

3K-3rd grade children, set for Monday-Thursday, June 7-10, 9:00 a.m.-
noon at the Advent. At Treasured VBS, these children will learn that 
they are God’s most priceless treasure!

In addition, we will have a separate VBS for current 4th and 5th 
graders during the same time.

Find out more at AdventBirmingham.org/VBS. Contact Tara Davis 
(Tara@CathedralAdvent.com) with questions or to volunteer to help.

Summer Women’s Bible Study
Now That Faith Has Come: Study of Galatians to Begin June 9

Grace permeates Galatians. This letter by the apostle Paul is about 
protecting the truth of the gospel, which declares what God has done 
in Christ for sinners.

Join Jane Menendez at her home (4221 Sharpsburg Drive, 35213) on 
Wednesdays at 9:15 a.m. beginning June 9 for this seven-week women’s 
study by Beth and Melissa Moore. (There will be a make-up evening 
session on June 9 at 7:00 p.m. for VBS volunteers.) Workbooks can 
be ordered from Amazon or ChristianBook.com. Register by contacting 
Fontaine Pope (205-443-8562, Fontaine@CathedralAdvent.com).

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Young Adults’ Ministry
Gathering Set for May 25

If you’re in your 20s or 30s, please join us for a young 
adults’ gathering on Tuesday, May 25, 7:00-8:30 p.m. at 
Habitat Feed and Social in the Grand Bohemian Hotel in 
Mountain Brook Village (2655 Lane Park Road, 35223). 
Find out more by contacting Michael Weeks (Weeks@
CathedralAdvent.com).

Ageless Adventers
Lunch with Craig Smalley Set for May 26

Adults of all ages are invited for food, fellowship, and 
a few words from our Interim Dean, Craig Smalley, on 
Wednesday, May 26, noon-1:00 p.m. at Cranmer House 
(2814 Linden Avenue, 35209). Whether you attended 
Ageless Adventer events in the past or are looking to join 
us for the first time to meet other mature adults from the 
Advent, you are welcome! Please let us know if you plan 
to come so we can reserve your box lunch. Make your 
reservation with or direct questions to Stella Schreiber 
(Stella@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-443-8558).

Children’s Sunday School
Increased In-Person Capacity Brings Conclusion to Online
Sunday School Lessons

Because we are well into Phase II of our Sunday transition plan and 
able to welcome so many children for in-person Sunday School, we 
are no longer posting an online Sunday School lesson. We hope to 
see your children in person each week! Contact Tara Davis (Tara@
CathedralAdvent.com) with questions.

Inquirers’ Class
Interested in Membership? Join Us Saturday, June 12

The Inquirers’ Class is an adult education course that will give you an 
idea of what the Advent believes and why we believe it. It is open to 
anyone but is designed particularly for newcomers to the Advent. Our next 
class will be Saturday, June 12, 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at our off-site location, 
Cranmer House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209). Register by contacting 
Fontaine Pope (Fontaine@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-443-8562).

Youth Ministry
Sr. High Around-the-World Supper Club to Begin June 2

We are so excited about the return of our favorite 
summer tradition: Around-the-World Supper Club. All 
youth who have completed grades 9-12 are invited to 
join us every Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. at Cranmer (2814 
Linden Avenue, 35209), starting June 2. We will meet for 
a Bible Study and then go enjoy the cuisine at a different 
ethnic restaurant each week. This summer we will be 
studying the book of James. Contact Rebecca Lankford 
(Lankford@CathedralAdvent.com) for more information. 
See you there!

Jr. High Mystery Trip July 13-15
All rising 7th-9th graders are invited to come July 13-15 

when we will travel together to a place you’ll find out about 
as soon as we get there! Cost is $275, and financial help 
is available. Register at AdventBirmingham.org/Youth. 
Contact Tucker Fleming (Tucker@CathedralAdvent.com) 
for more information.

Sr. High Mystery Trip July 20-22
All current 9th-12th graders are invited on this 

journey July 20-22, when we will travel together to 
a mystery location. This trip is always a ton of fun and 
is a great community builder in our youth group. Cost 
is $275, and financial assistance is available. Register 
at AdventBirmingham.org/Youth. Contact Rebecca 
(Lankford@CathedralAdvent.com) for details.

Vacation Bible School



If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.          - Romans 8:11
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Pastoral Notice: If you are going into the hospital, have need 
of prayer or counsel, or have a family member unable to at-
tend church, please call the Pastoral Care Office at 205-226-
3500.

worship
Lectionary
Sunday, May 23:  Psalm 104:25-35, 37
   Acts 2:1-21
   Ezekiel 37:1-14
   Romans 8:22-27
   John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Parish-Wide Prayer Meeting with
In-Person Attendance June 7

All parishioners are invited to a prayer gathering on Mon-
day, June 7, 7:15 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden Av-
enue, 35209). We are reopening this meeting to in-person at-
tendance. Dean Craig Smalley will be at the gathering. Typically 
held the first Monday of each month, this hour-long meeting is 
set aside to pray for the Advent. Contact Margaret Pope (Mar 
garet@CathedralAdvent.com) for more information.

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one 
place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty 
rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  
And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each 
one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now there 
were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation un-
der heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they 
were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his 
own language. And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are 
not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, 
each of us in his own native language?”     - Acts 2:1-8

serving & outreach

Advent Inreach
Opportunity to Assist Fellow Parishioners
with Transportation

Often times one of our parishioners needs a ride for a doctor’s 
appointment, an errand, or to church. Would you like to be part 
of a “team” which would provide help with transportation on oc-
casion? There are opportunities to serve on weekdays and week-
ends.

For some this is a crucial need; for many it offers a wonder-
ful way to meet and connect with members you may not know! 
If you would like more information or would like to volunteer, 
please contact Stella Schreiber (Stella@CathedralAdvent.com, 
205-443-8558).

Women’s Ministry
Volunteers Sought to Deliver Cookies to Our Senior Members

Would you like to become involved in ministry to our senior 
members? St. Catherine’s Guild has started a monthly cookie de-
livery ministry to touch base with our seniors who may feel a little 
left out due to the pandemic. It has been on our hearts to min-
ister to seniors who are unable to get out and about due to the 
pandemic or for health reasons. More than anything, we want 
them to feel loved by the Advent! We order cookies from Magic 
Muffins and individually wrap them, then we attach a card with 
a Bible verse indicating it is from the Advent and St. Catherine’s 
Guild. We have a list of seniors from Stella Schreiber; some are in 
private homes and some are in retirement communities. We need 
volunteers to deliver the cookies once a month, and we also need 
a monthly coordinator.

We hope you like this idea and will assist with cookie delivery!  
By starting small and keeping it simple, we hope to continue this 
each month until we can get together again.

If you are interested in participating in this ministry, please con-
tact LaVonda Keel (LaVondaKeel@gmail.com), Nancy Bromberg 
(NancyBrom@aol.com), or Sue Ellen Lucas (SELucasAL1@aol.com) 
to get on the email list.

We pray all who participate and all who receive cookies from St. 
Catherine’s Guild will be blessed! 

bookstore

Above: An engraved copy of the Book of Common Prayer 
makes a great Confirmation gift.

Bishop Curry will be with us for Confirmation this Sunday, 
May 23, at the 9:15 and 11:15 a.m. services. The Bookstore has 
gift items and books suitable for youth and adult confirmands. 
Stop by to see our selection.

Store hours are Sunday, 8:30-11:30 a.m.; Tuesday and Thurs-
day, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.; and Wednesday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m. Contact Ann Campbell (Ann@CathedralAdvent.com) with 
questions, or call the store at 205-323-2959.

Confirmation Is this Sunday
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diocesan staff 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama

advent staff 
The Very Rev. R. Craig Smalley, Interim Dean and Rector

The Rev. Canon Dr. Zac Hicks, Canon for Liturgy and Worship

The Rev. Canon Katherine P. Jacob, Deacon

The Rev. Dr. Michael Weeks, Assisting Clergy

The Rev. Wes Sharp, Clergy Associate

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Richard McManus: (Endowment Fund) by Lynda Matson
Daphne S. Lanier: (Music Discretionary Fund) by Stephen G. Schaeffer
Herb Goodman: (Music Discretionary Fund) by H. Mack Jolly
Glynn D. Brewer, Sr.: (Pastoral Care) by Doug Brewer
Charles Harold “Bitsy” Doss: (Mission and Outreach) by Mary Smith
Johnnie Richey: (Music Discretionary Fund) by Stephen G. Schaeffer

transitions:
Baptisms: Isabelle Jane Brown, daughter of 
Hunter and Anne, on May 9; Hampton Clennon 
Yates, nephew of Charles and Elizabeth Scrib-
ner, grandson of Sam and Heidi Yates, on May 9
Deaths: James R. “Bob” Goodwin, Jr., on May 
4; Lella Clayton Bromberg, on May 10; Lamont 
Major, Jr., on May 10

calendar:
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Morning Prayer 
and Confirmation 
- Nave - 9:15 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m.

Christian Education 
- 10:15 a.m.

Prayer Walk - Nave 
- 8:00 a.m.
Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Young Adults’ 
Gathering - Habitat 
Feed and Social - 
7:00 p.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Ageless Adventers 
Lunch - Cranmer 
House - noon

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Morning Prayer - 
Nave - 9:15 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m.

Christian Education 
- 10:15 a.m.

Memorial Day
Church Office 
closed

Prayer Walk - Nave 
- 8:00 a.m.
Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Bookstore Open - 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

25 26 27 28 29

31 June 1 2 3 4 5May 30

May 23 24

A Note on Financial Support: Your financial support makes gospel ministry possible. Church 
staff continue to process mailed checks, and information about digital giving options may be 
found at AdventBirmingham.org/Give.


