
NOMINEES FOR THE VESTRY
For election at the annual Parish Meeting on Sunday, January 23, 2022

Each profile contains the answer to the question, 
“What are your hopes for the Cathedral Church of the Advent for the immediate future?”

EDMUND DOSS – Lifelong Member • President, Deep South 
Freight • Wife: Kathleen • Former Vestry 
Member, Stewardship, Small Groups, Usher, 
Cursillo, Alpha, Children's Sunday School • 
“My hope is to see our church family fully 
reconnected at regular in-person worship, 
and when the time comes to collectively 
celebrate our newly appointed Dean. Fur-
thermore, I hope that we can continue to 
be recognized as a beacon for gospel-based 
teaching and optimistically focus on a bright 

future for our congregation.”

RICHARD DUELL – Member 38 years •  Attorney • Wife: Mar-
sha • Sunday School Teacher, Chalice Bearer 
• “My prayer is that our church will continue 
in our love of the Lord and that we always 
stay focused on God’s gospel. In order to 
maintain our continued focus on God’s gos-
pel, the choice of our next Dean is critical for 
our church. I am excited about the opportu-
nity to work as part of the Vestry to pick our 
next Dean and help our church continue on 
God’s path.”

RAY EPPERSON – Member four years • Research and Develop-
ment Technician, Reno Refractories • Usher, 
Lector • “I am grateful for and believe in the 
ministry of the Advent. I fully support our 
ministry to the Birmingham community 
and the spread of the gospel of our Lord. I 
am committed to seeing the Advent stay on 
course for the future.”

CARDWELL FEAGIN – Member five years • Chief Operating 
Officer (COO) at VIVA Health • Wife: Eliza-
beth • Men’s Discipleship Training, Men’s 
Discipleship Retreat Leader, Shepherd, Ush-
er, Small Groups, Confirmation Table Parent 
• “My prayer for the Advent is that we are a 
true witness to the message of Jesus Christ 
and we remain faithful to the gospel when 
making decisions and in discipling others. 
My hope is that through prayer and discern-
ment, we are led by the Holy Spirit to a Dean 

that is a strong preacher and teacher who stays true to the word 
of God. I also pray that our next Dean will make decisions that 
are faithful to the gospel message and are Christ-centered even 
when these decisions do not receive the world’s approval. Let us 
remember what Jesus says in John 16:33, ‘I have said these things 
to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world, you will have 
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.’”

DEBORAH FISHER – Member 34 years  • Attorney (retired 
partner at Burr & Forman) • Husband: 
Marzette • Alter Guild Co-Chair, Women’s 
Discipleship Class Co-Leader, Advent Rep-
resentative Board Member, Bridge Minis-
tries, Lenten Lunch Express Line Volunteer, 
Chalice Bearer • “My immediate hope is 
that God will provide the right person to 
serve as our new Dean. My hope also is that 
our church be a reflection of God’s love, and 
a place where all who enter feel welcome 

and included.”

ELIZABETH FITZPATRICK – Member 27 years • Retired 
Homemaker • Husband: Noah • Lenten 
Lunches, Advent Angels, Small Groups, 
Former Sunday School Teacher, Confir-
mation Leader, Alpha Table Leader, VBS 
Teacher, Children’s Chapel Committee • 
“My hope for the Advent is to be a beacon 
for the gospel, not only within our walls, but 
throughout the city. That with Grace and 
Truth, God can use the Advent to be bridge 
builders, and to continue to provide a place 

for people to lay down their burdens and know the redeeming love 
of Christ. I hope that through his fullness we know Grace upon 
Grace and that we repeat that sounding joy for all to hear.”

D FRANKLIN – Member 32 years • Senior VP and General 
Counsel, Vulcan Materials Company • Wife: 
Cecile • Chalice Bearer, Stewardship Chair, 
Usher, Senior High Sunday School Teacher 
• “My hope is that we will be a welcoming, 
active community of faith, worshipping to-
gether and supporting and serving each 
other and our neighbors with grace. Like the 
old song we used to sing at camp, I hope that 
people will know we are Christians by our 
love.”

JEN GREEN – Member seven years • Clinical Psychologist •  Hus-
band: Robert • Co-Chair of the Welcoming 
Committee, Small Group Member/Group 
Facilitator, Lenten Lunch Hospitality Vol-
unteer, Women’s Ministries Advisory Team 
• “I am excited to form and deepen exist-
ing partnerships that allow the Advent to 
interact with our downtown community in 
impactful, gospel-centered ways, remem-
bering that ‘each one should use whatever 
gift he has received to serve others, faith-

fully administering God’s grace in its various forms’ (1 Peter 4:10).”

MILLIE HULSEY – Member 18 years • Retired Homemaker • 
Husband: Billy • Cookie Delivery Team, 
Episcopal Place Birthday Party Volunteer, 
Bible Studies • “My hopes for the Advent are 
that it will continue to be a gospel-centered 
church which has Jesus Christ at its core, 
keeping its focus on its four hearts — a heart 
for the gospel, a heart for those who have not 
heard the gospel, a heart for those who have 
been burned by the church, and a heart for 
the city of Birmingham — and prayerfully 

to expand its mission to bring more believers to faith in Jesus, his 
death, and resurrection. I also hope that our excellent Christian 
education programs for children and teens will continue to equip 
young people to proclaim the gospel with confidence.”

LAVONDA KEEL – Member 32 years • Retired (CPA at Ernst & 
Young) • Husband: Perry • Sunday School 
Teacher, VBS Volunteer, Atrium Catechist, 
ECW, Daughters of the King, Bookstore 
Volunteer, Advent Women’s Ministry, Ad-
vent Angel, Small Group Leader • “I have 
very high hopes that we will find the right 
leader for the Advent, so that the church can 
focus on the platform of gospel-centered 
ministry. I pray that the church will continue 
its tradition of providing high-quality Chris-

tian education for children and adults, with a heart for outreach and 
pastoral care. I hope to be able to draw upon my experience as an 
accountant and a former Advent staff member to serve as a useful 
member of the Vestry.”
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MELINDA KING – Member 33 years • Homemaker • Husband: 
Henry • Former Vestry Member, Small 
Group Leader/Member,  Bible Study Co-
Leader, Sunday School Teacher, Steward-
ship Captain and Caller,  Lenten Lunch 
Chairman and Worker, Advent House 
Prayer Intercessor, Advent Prayer Team, 
Vacation Bible School Teacher, ECW Hos-
pitality Committee • “My hopes for the 
Advent are that we would continue to hold 
fast to the gospel and the Bible as the in-

spired word of God, and that we would continue to be a light to 
the community, known by our love for God and one another.”

STEVEN NICHOLS – Member 10 years • Attorney • Wife: Fran-
ces • Usher, Small Group Leader, Advent 
Shepherding Vision Team • “My hope and 
expectation is that the Lord, according to 
his perfect will and purposes, will call the 
right person to the Advent to serve as our 
Dean. I also pray for peace and healing for 
our clergy, staff, and congregation on the 
heels of a challenging year. I hope that we 
will move forward with a focus on gospel 
ministry and helping people grow closer 

in their relationship with Jesus.”

BEELAND NIELSEN – Lifelong Member • CIO at Coca-Cola 
Bottling Company United • Wife: Grace 
• Dean Search Committee, Small Group 
Leadership, Stewardship Campaign Call 
Volunteer • “My prayer for the Advent is 
that we may grow in our gospel-centered 
approach to being one body in Christ and in 
unity as a church community, through Holy 
Spirit-led love, patience, grace, mercy, and 
strength for the benefit of Kingdom growth 
and the glorification of Jesus Christ. Giving 

him first place in everything, being his church, not ours. ‘For by 
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.’”

LORI STOKES – Member 14 years • Residential Real Estate • Hus-
band: Matthew • Children's Sunday School 
Teacher, VBS Volunteer, Lenten Lunches 
Volunteer, Former Choir Member, Small 
Group Leader, Organ Committee, Disciple-
ship Group • “My hope for the Advent is 
that we would be a parish that is committed 
to the study of God's word as revealed in 
Scripture. As we study God's word together, 
I pray our Christian relationships take on 
a new and significant character as our love 

for Christ and his church deepens. ‘And let us consider how to stir 
up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet to-
gether, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near’ (Hebrews 10:24-25).”

BROWNING THORNTON – Lifelong Member • Franchise 
Business Owner Operator • Wife: Hannah • 
Small Groups, Confirmation Group Leader, 
Welcome Team, Stewardship Captain, Tues-
day Men’s Group, Dean Search Commit-
tee • “I hope that we remember the Lord's 
faithfulness. I hope we continue to receive, 
respond to, and spread the gospel! I hope we 
continue to make disciples. I hope we con-
tinue to worship the Lord in spirit and truth. 
I hope we experience the immediate future 

with faith that, because of Jesus, we shall go out in joy and be led 
forth in peace.”

TERRIE WAVRA – Member 20 years • Stay-At-Home Mom • 
Husband: Mark • Women’s Discipleship, 
Children’s Ministry, Advent House Prayer 
Ministry, Lenten Lunches • “My biggest 
hope for the Advent is that we continue 
to fix our eyes on Jesus as the author and 
perfecter of our faith. And for us to know 
the width, length, height, and depth of his 
love for us so we can continue to share 
the good news within and outside of our 
church family.”

CHRIS WEINGARTNER – Member five years • Director, Found-
ers Advisors • Wife: Rachel • Small Groups, 
Men’s Bible Study, Usher • “My hope for the 
Advent is that we continue to proclaim the 
freeing power of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
not only to those within the walls of our 
church but also to the world at large by em-
powering church members to boldly carry 
that message wherever the Lord leads them. 
I also pray we continue to nurture our con-
gregation as the body of Christ, studying 

and sharing together in God’s good news.” 

FORSYTH WHITE – Lifelong Member • Sales • Small Group 
Member, Sunday School Teacher, Prayer 
Intercessor • “I hope that the Advent will 
continue to be a place where the gospel is 
proclaimed in truth and love, and the word 
of God is preached, studied and celebrated.”

JIM WILLIAMS – Lifelong Member • Banking (Oakworth Capi-
tal Bank) • Wife: Gretchen • Former Vestry 
Member, Stewardship Campaign Co-Chair-
man, Sunday School Teacher, Usher, Break-
fast Team, Small Groups • “My hope for the 
immediate future of the Cathedral Church 
of the Advent is that we continue to be a 
thriving church absolutely grounded in the 
redeeming, unmerited grace of God through 
Christ’s death and resurrection for us all.”

MEG WILSON – Member 14 years • Sales • Husband: Clay • Chil-
dren’s Sunday School Teacher, Lenten Lunch 
Volunteer, Welcoming Committee, Steward-
ship Caller and Team Leader, Outreach Vol-
unteer, Small Group Member • “My hope for 
the Advent is that we continue to be a church 
that teaches and lives out the gospel. I hope 
and pray that all people within our church 
will know that they are loved and accepted as 
a child of God. We are called to be disciples to 
share his love beyond the walls of this church, 

so I am especially excited about the opportunity to love our neigh-
bors alongside other churches in downtown Birmingham. I be-
lieve that our small groups provide the fellowship and mentorship 
that is imperative for the growth of our faith as a church family. 
We have been  taken out of our comfort zone over the last couple 
of years, and I am confident the Lord is doing a good work in our 
church. He is our shepherd and will go before us. ‘Sanctify them by 
the truth; your word is truth’ (John 17:17). ‘May they be brought 
to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me’ (John 17:23).”


