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“So shines a good 
deed in a weary world.” 
You may remember 
those words of Shake-
speare paraphrased by 
Gene Wilder’s Willy Won-
ka. At the end of the film, 
there is a moment of dra-

matic reversal.
Charlie Bucket’s tale of hopes dashed 

soon becomes the story of fulfillment be-
yond his wildest hopes; the gift he receives 
is greater than anything he would even 
have known to hope for. Not only does he 
receive the lifetime supply of chocolate, 
he receives it all – the chocolate factory, a 
new life, everything. In Biblical terms, he re-
ceives the kingdom.

I’m reminded of a line from Tim Keller’s 
The Meaning of Marriage where he writes, 
“The gospel is this: We are more sinful and 
flawed in ourselves than we ever dared 
believe, yet at the very same time we are 
more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ 
than we ever dared hope.” 

The message of the gospel is one of dra-
matic reversal. Unmerited, but given. Light 
trumping darkness, acceptance trumping 

rejection, wholeness trumping broken-
ness, hope trumping despair, life defeating 
death. Those are simply a few examples; 
there are infinitely more. It could also be 
described in the words of the Lord of the 
Rings’ Sam Gamgee: all sad things becom-
ing untrue.

This reflection finds its way into our 
Rally Day issue, a time of transition among 
our Sunday School students, a time of re-
newed focus and invitation from many of 
our ministries, a fresh start. I am grateful 
for all that we share together; I am grateful 
that regardless of the ministry, together we 
have the opportunity to hold out hope to, if 
we’re honest, what is often a weary world. 
And to hold out this word to one another.

Sin and brokenness often weigh upon us, 
all of us, but we have the greater word of 
dramatic reversal. Jesus, the Living Word, 
who absorbs and pays for the sin and bro-
kenness of the world, who gives us, with 
good pleasure, the kingdom. Better than 
all golden tickets we hear, “Fear not, little 
flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).

- Craig
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“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.”     - Luke 12:32

This Sunday Is Rally Day
The first Sunday after Labor Day, Rally Day 

is the day we set aside to mark the begin-
ning of a new program year. Sunday School 
classes are back in full force, Bible studies 
and Small Groups begin in earnest, and our 
youth and other ministries resume with re-
newed energy. 

Grateful for the Lord’s grace and provision 
to us as a church family, we celebrate our 
many ministries which reach back through 
all parts of our church, while also reaching 
out through Birmingham and into the world. 
We are a lively congregation that spans all 
ages and reaches across much of the city. 

Our Rally Day Skit returns at this Sunday’s 
9:00 a.m. service, and the Rally Day Picnic 
will again be at the Children’s Zoo that af-
ternoon. Across all ages and ministries, we 
will continue to encourage and be encour-
aged by one another, giving and sharing the 
invaluable riches of the gospel. 

Continue reading this issue of the Adven-
turer to learn more about what is happening 
and coming at the Advent. Most important-
ly, may the grace of our Lord, and the love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with each of us, now and always. Happy 
Rally Day!

we gather for a memorable evening at 
the Fennec. And please join us also 

as we celebrate and commemorate 
the Lord’s gracious work at the 
Advent – past, present, and fu-
ture – at our morning services on 
Sunday, December 4.

Let everything that has breath 
praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!

(Psalm 150:6)

This fall, we celebrate our founding as 
a church in 1872. From the early days 
in which a handful of people met 
in a grocery store and amusement 
hall to our lively congregation 
which gathers today in our Nave, 
we give thanks and look forward 
to what the Lord continues to do. 
Please plan to join us for an eve-
ning of fellowship and encourage-
ment on Thursday, October 20, as 

Remembering and Celebrating 150 years



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT’S GOING ON!

September 11, 2022

Join a Small Group
God created us to connect deeply with one anoth-

er, growing together in the grace and love of Jesus 
Christ.

While relationships with others in our Advent fam-
ily start before and after our worship gatherings, they 
don’t deepen without additional points of engage-
ment. Our Small Groups ministry facilitates the kinds 
of friendships that pull us all closer to Christ as we 
draw closer to one another. Each group consists of 
10-12 people (on average) that meet together at a set 
time and place every week to study the Bible, pray, 
and enjoy our friendships.

We’d love to help you find a group that works for 
you. Registration information is available on our web-
site at AdventBirmingham.org/SmallGroups.
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Bible Studies
The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,... discerning the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart (Hebrews 4:12). We offer many Bible studies at the Advent, 
rooted in our conviction that “Holy Scripture contains all things necessary for salvation.” The groups 
are led by engaging and faithful leaders who wish to share the same gospel that has meant life and 
salvation for each of them. You can find the listings at AdventBirmingham.org/BibleStudies, or scan 
the QR code (right) with your mobile device. If you are interested in joining a study or want more 
information, please contact Fontaine Pope (Fontaine@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-443-8562). 

Care Services
Living in this world and in relationships sometimes involves times of painful transition or particular challenge. As we all experience 

difficulty at some point in our lives, we’re grateful for the blessing our Pastoral Care team is to our community.

Advent House: Prayer Ministry
The Advent House Prayer Ministry welcomes men, women, couples, Adventers and 

beyond, who desire to come and request prayer for God’s intervention, guidance, and 
healing of the sickness, sorrows, and concerns in their lives. The prayers of the inter-
cessors, who will be praying on your behalf, will be grounded in the Holy Scriptures, 
dependent on our Savior Jesus Christ, and guided by the Holy Spirit. For more infor-
mation or to schedule a prayer appointment at Advent House (2317 Arlington Avenue 
South, 35205), contact Kathy Logue (Kathy@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-410-4622).
Counseling

Every lifetime brings seasons of difficulty and discouragement. Fortunately, God 
graces us with others who can help. In addition to the pastoral counseling offered by 
our clergy, the Advent offers counseling by a licensed counselor for individuals, couples, and families. If you are experiencing difficulty 
dealing with past hurts, stress, depression, anxiety, grief, or relationships, you do not have to look for hope and healing alone. It is our 
privilege to help. Contact Stella Schreiber (205-443-8558, Stella@CathedralAdvent.com) for more information.

Weddings, Baptisms, and Funerals
Transition moments bring extra opportunities to connect with one another and experience the grace of God in our lives. Baptisms, 

weddings, and funerals are major milestones and landmarks in our faith and life together. To coordinate one of these services, please 
contact Robin Turner and Jay Gardner through the Pastoral Care office (Robin@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-226-3500).



For by grace you have been saved by faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast.         - Ephesians 2:8-9
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Our worship gatherings bring our family of faith together on Sundays and 
throughout the year for special services, so that all who enter our spaces may 
receive the grace of the gospel. While our clergy and staff play important 
roles in coordinating these activities, our lay volunteers are the backbone that 
makes our worship ministry function.

Our lay volunteers serve in many capacities across all our Sunday Services. 
From the Welcome Team and Ushers on the front lines greeting folks with 
a smile and making them feel welcome, to our Production Team making 
the weekly livestream happen, everyone is needed. Other opportunities on 
Sunday include the Altar Guild, Chalice Bearers, Acolytes, Prayer Intercessors, 
Lectors/Readers, and Sound Volunteers. Without all these pieces involved on 
Sunday, worship at the Advent falls short of its potential. If any of these opportunities inter-
est you, we’d love to connect to learn more about your heart for ministry and help you find a 
place to serve in line with your gifts and skills. Contact Anita Gray (Anita@CathedralAdvent.
com) to learn more and discern next steps.

Sunday Volunteers
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Children, Youth, and Family
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries at the Advent care for our young-

est family members from birth through high-school graduation. We partner 
with parents to disciple our young people toward life-long relationship with 
Christ through gospel-centered ministry. Starting in kindergarten, children 
attend, at least partially, the corporate worship services.

On Sunday mornings, we provide Sunday school for children and youth, 
focusing on forming our children in the Bible, theology, Christian life, and 
Christian practice. Our children have Vacation Bible School every June. Our 
youth have retreats, mission trips, weekly Bible-study small groups, and 
Sunday-night gatherings. 

For parents, we offer the Faith and Family Sunday School class. We also 
now offer podcast micro-classes to educate and equip parents in spiritually 
engaging their kids. Contact Cameron Cole (Cameron@CathedralAdvent.
com) for more information.
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Women’s Ministries
Whether you are new to the church or a longtime member, no matter where you are in 

your walk with the Lord, there is a place for you to study, serve, gather, and grow within 
this active and vibrant community of women, representing all ages and stages of life. 
We offer small groups and Bible studies, monthly events and fellowship groups, service 
opportunities within the church and out in our city, and an annual weekend retreat. Our 
hope is for each woman to be involved in meaningful ways that will challenge, equip, and 
encourage her in her faith. For more information, visit AdventBirmingham.org/Women, 
scan the QR code below, or contact Leslie Housman (Leslie@CathedralAdvent.com).

Women’s Key Dates:
•Pickleball Night

Monday, September 26
Homewood Recreation 
Center
6:00-8:00 p.m.

•Art and the Gospel
Thursday, November 3
Clingman Commons
9:30-11:00 a.m. and
Cranmer House
6:30-8:00 p.m.

•Christ in the Christmas Crunch 
with Leslie Housman

Thursday, December 1
Clingman Commons
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

•Speaker Event with Julie 
Sparkman

Thursday, January 12
Cranmer House
6:30-8:00 p.m.

•Retreat with Lisa Wheeler
Friday-Sunday, February 3-5
Children’s Harbor at Lake 
Martin
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Men’s Ministry
Men of the Advent have many ways to be involved throughout the church, from ush-

ering during worship to studying Scripture together during the week. We also have a 
number of fellowship gatherings and teachings that happen all year long. For more infor-
mation, visit AdventBirmingham.org/Men, scan the QR code below, or contact Wes Sharp 
(Wes@CathedralAdvent.com).

Men’s Key Dates:
•Men’s Monthly Lunch/Dinner

Lunch in Clingman Commons
Thursday, September 22

Dinner at Cranmer House
Thursday, October 27

Lunch in Clingman Commons
Thursday, January 26

Dinner at Cranmer House
Thursday, February 23
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Lenten Preaching and Lunches
Help us continue this more-than-a-century-old tradition dur-

ing Lent. Our Lenten Preaching and Lunches Series will be held on 
weekdays from February 22-April 7, 2023. There are a wide variety 
of times and ways to service. Our coordinators are Nancy Canada 
and Christine Denniston, along with a number of chairs to oversee 
the operations of each weekday. Contact Leslie Housman (Leslie@
CathedralAdvent.com) with questions.

-5-

Advent Mission and Outreach
Mission and Outreach at the Advent seeks to serve the Lord Jesus Christ by engaging in his spiritual and material restora-

tion of our city and world. Our goal is to foster and develop a culture where Adventers, through the work of the Holy Spirit, 
take part in evangelism, doing justice, and loving mercy. We also strive to create and deepen engagement with the Advent’s 
ministry partners.

Interested in serving alongside our ministry partners? There are opportunities with our five main partners for you, your 
family, or your small group!

•Bridge Ministries – Assistance to individuals and families in 
financial crisis
Contact: BridgeReferral@gmail.com (“Volunteer” in subject line)

•Brother Bryan Mission – Men’s recovery and discipleship 
program in Birmingham
Contact: Jim@BBMission.com

•Restoration Academy – K-12 school in Fairfield, Alabama
Contact: ABlackwell@RestorationAcademy.org

•Shyira Diocese of Rwanda – Anglican Church in Rwanda
Contact: RevSamMugisha@gmail.com

•Global Teams – Mission sending organization
Contact: ContactGT@Global-Teams.org
Find out more by contacting Anita Gray (Anita@Cathedral 

Advent.com), visiting AdventBirmingham.org/Mission, or scan-
ning the QR code below.
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Diverse Music Ministries at the Advent
The Advent is blessed with many expressions of musical diversity, all of which point our hearts and minds toward Jesus Christ.

Advent Birmingham Music
The Advent Band is composed of gifted musicians 

who come together to lead both the 9:00 a.m. Refectory 
service and the 5:00 p.m. Nave service. The band offers 
a blend of traditional hymnody and contemporary style 
that is warm and inviting for these liturgical services. The 
group is committed to seeing Christ exalted and glorified 
through music. If you have a musical gift and would like 
to audition to be part of the band, Advent Birmingham 
Music, please contact Wes Sharp (Wes@CathedralAd 
vent.com). You can also visit the band’s website, Advent 
BirminghamMusic.com, to see and hear more.
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Evensong at the Advent
Drawn almost entirely from Scripture, Choral Evensong services are sung versions of Evening Prayer. Evensong services of-

fer beautiful music, gospel messages, and chances to rest after busy workdays. Led musically by our Cathedral Choir, Choral 
Evensong takes place on the third Thursday of the month, from September through April, at 5:30 p.m., with Evensong on 
Ascension Day in the month of May.

The Cathedral Choir, Concert Series, and Midday Music
Our Cathedral Choir had an outstanding and successful residency in St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, this past July (photo 

above), and looks forward to a new season ahead. We welcome back to the Advent the internationally acclaimed ensemble 
The Tallis Scholars (below) as a part of their 50th Anniversary Tour; mark your calendars for Thursday, April 13, 2023 at 7:00 
p.m. Please visit our website AdventBirmingham.org/Music or scan the QR code below for more information regarding the 
Concert Series, Midday Music, and all of our choral events.

Photo: Nick Rutter
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Joining the Advent
Inquirers’ Class to Begin October 16

Are you trying to decide whether to make the 
Advent your church home? The Inquirers’ Class 
will help you make that decision. It’s a six-week 
series that will give you an idea of what the Ad-
vent believes and why we believe it. Our next 
series will begin Sunday, October 16, 10:15-
10:50 a.m. in the Diocesan Conference Room 
(entrance near the middle of the garden). For 
more information, contact Fontaine Pope (Fon 
taine@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-443-8562).

How We Communicate With You
The Advent uses a variety of methods to communicate with parishioners and others about our ministries. We hope you will 

utilize as many as are helpful to you.
Website

AdventBirmingham.org. Streaming video is at AdventBirmingham.org/Live, and audio content is at Audio.AdventBirmingham.
org.

Newsletter
The Adventurer is published weekly, except during the summer when it’s produced bi-weekly. To subscribe to the print ver-

sion, email Communications@CathedralAdvent.com. You can also receive the Adventurer via email – visit AdventBirmingham.
org/Subscribe to sign up – as well as read it on our website at AdventBirmingham.org/Adventurer.

Email
The Advent uses several email lists to communicate with parishioners quickly about various news and events. You can sign 

up for any of these lists by visiting AdventBirmingham.org/Subscribe or by emailing Communications@CathedralAdvent.com.
•Parish-Wide News

We will occasionally send parish-wide emails, to spread the word quickly about issues of critical importance or which relate 
to the entire congregation. We will not send too many emails to this list, respecting your inbox.
•Email Adventurer
•Women of the Advent
•Men’s Ministry
•Young Adults’ Ministry
Social Media

The Advent and several of its ministries maintain pages on several social media platforms.
•Cathedral Church of the Advent: Facebook – @CathedralAdvent; Instagram – @CathedralAdvent; Twitter – @CathedralAdvent
•Women’s Ministries: Instagram – @WomenOfTheAdventBham; Facebook – Women of the Advent
•Young Adults’ Ministry: Instagram – @AdventYoungAdults
•Children’s Ministry: Instagram – @AdventChildrensMinistry
•Cathedral Choir/Music Department: Facebook – @CCAdventMusic; Instagram – @CCAdventMusic
•Mission and Outreach: Instagram – @AdventMission
•Advent Bookstore: Instagram – @Advent.Bookstore

Young Adults’ Ministry
Advent Young Adults is a community of 20- and 30-somethings dedi-

cated to Christian fellowship and discipleship. We have several options for 
weekly Bible studies, monthly socials, and a yearly retreat. Interested in 
learning more about Advent Young Adults? Reach out to Michael Weeks 
(Weeks@CathedralAdvent.com) or Rebecca Lankford (Lankford@Cathe 
dralAdvent.com), or check us on Instagram (@AdventYoungAdults).

Bookstore Fall Open Hours
The Advent Bookstore hours this fall will be:
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m.
Monday-Thursday: 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Friday: Closed
Saturday: Closed
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This Sunday:
September 11, 2022

Services:
7:30 a.m. Holy Communion
Preacher: Dean Smalley

9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
In the Nave. Rally Day Skit

11:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
Preacher: Dean Smalley

5:00 p.m. Compline
Preacher: Michael Weeks

We will not hold the 9:00 a.m. 
Refectory service this Sunday.

Children’s & Youth Education:
Classes are offered for all ages. See 
story below or Sunday’s service bul-
letin for details. The Nursery is open 
8:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Lectionary:
Psalm 14 or
Psalm 51:1-11
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28
Exodus 32:7-14
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10

Adult Education: 10:15 - 10:50 a.m.
The Dean’s Class (Nave) – This We Believe: God 
the Father – Dean Smalley
Unloved, Unlucky, and Unlikely: Women of 
the Promise (Chapter Room) – Leah – Carolyn 
Lankford
What Every Christian Should Know About 
Church History and Why It Matters Today 
(Living Room) – The Early Church – Jason Wallace
Top Hits and Deep Cuts from John’s Epistles 
(Lower School Library) – Jay Gardner
Faith and Family (Assembly Hall) – The Power of 
Parents: Encouraging Research – Cameron Cole

When and Where Do My Kids Go on Rally Day?
Children in 3K and 4K will start the 9:00 a.m. service with their families and depart with their parents 

after the Rally Day Skit to meet teachers in Clingman Commons. Children in Kindergarten-3rd grade will 
depart as usual after the skit. Older children (4th grade and higher) and youth will have Sunday School 
classes between the 9:00 and 11:00 services (10:10-10:50 a.m.). For classroom locations, refer to the last 
page of your service bulletin on Sundays or scan the QR code (right) with your mobile device.

Our Toddlers and 2s Nursery classes will be promoted to their new classes this Sunday. The Nursery will 
be open for our Infants, Toddlers, and Twos classes from 8:45 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

advent staff 
The Very Rev. R. Craig Smalley, Dean
The Rev. Canon Katherine P. Jacob, Deacon
The Rev. Dr. Michael Weeks, Assisting Clergy

The Rev. Wes Sharp, Clergy Associate
The Rev. Canon Ben DeHart, Canon for Parish Life
The Rev. Canon Jay Gardner, Canon Pastor

diocesan staff 
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama The Rt. Rev. Brian Prior, Assisting Bishop of Alabama

We will livestream the 9:00 Nave, 11:00, and 5:00 services.
Visit AdventBirmingham.org/Live or Facebook Live to access our stream.


