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A Word from the Vice DeanNews & Events

Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!
- 2 Corinthians 9:15

7:30 a.m. Holy Communion
Preacher: Dean Smalley
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion
In the Nave. Preacher: Dean Smalley
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion
In the Refectory. Preacher: Vice Dean Murray
11:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
Preacher: Dean Smalley
5:00 p.m. Holy Communion
Preacher: Vice Dean Murray

It is important for us 
to remember the con-
text into which our 
Thanksgiving Day holi-
day was established. 
Our country was right 
in the middle of the 
Civil War when Abra-

ham Lincoln called the nation to a day of 
(and I quote), “Thanksgiving and Praise to 
our Father who dwelleth in the Heavens.”

History teaches us that the Civil War 
claimed more American lives than all of the 
other wars we’ve been engaged in since. 
And, right in the middle of it, President Lin-
coln invited the citizens of our country to 
give thanks to God for his provisions and 
providence.

President Lincoln understood the impor-
tance of giving thanks and praise to God in 
the midst of difficult times, because doing 
this helps us keep things in perspective. If 
our ultimate hope and source of gratitude 
is in temporal things, things that are here 
today but may be gone tomorrow, we are 
standing on very thin ice.

Of course, many of us do have much to 

be thankful for, and typically family, health, 
and financial security top the list. But, as 
our General Thanksgiving suggests, these 
things pale in comparison to what we have 
to be thankful for in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
“We bless thee for our creation, preserva-
tion, and all the blessings of this life; but 
above all for thine inestimable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ…” (BCP, pg 58).

That is, ultimately, what we all have to be 
thankful for – the redemption of the world 
by our Lord Jesus Christ. Because, as it is 
right now, our world is broken and unpre-
dictable and plagued by the consequences 
of sin and disobedience. But, thanks be 
to God, the hope of our redemption tran-
scends our temporal world. Remember, 
Jesus said, “Be of good cheer, for I have 
overcome the world” (John 16:33).

We can, indeed, be thankful for our “cre-
ation, preservation, and all the blessings of 
this life” (I know I certainly am); but, above 
all else, we can be thankful to God for the 
redemption of the world, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ!

- Tom

This Sunday:
November 12, 2023

Adult Education (10:15-10:50 a.m.):
The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – Untamed Pray-
ers – Chad Bird
Inquirers’ Class (Diocesan Conference Room) 
– Prayer – Adam Young
Finding Law and Grace in Unexpected  
Places: Horror Films (Chapter Room) – Jay 
Gardner
Faith and Family (Assembly Hall) – Kids, Tech, 
and Truth: Instagram, YouTube, and Compari-
son – Cameron Cole

We will livestream the 9:00 Nave, 11:00, and 5:00 services.
Visit AdventBirmingham.org/Live, Facebook Live, or YouTube to access our stream.

Children’s & Youth Education:
Our 3s and 4s classes meet at 9:00 a.m. 
Children in Kindergarten-3rd grade 
start the 9:00 service in church before 
leaving during the children’s dismissal 
to meet teachers in Clingman Com-
mons. Children in 4th grade and higher 
and youth have classes between the 
9:00 and 11:00 services. See Sunday’s 
service bulletin for details.
The Nursery opens for our Infants, Tod-
dlers, and 2s classes at 8:45 a.m. The 
Nursery is open for ages 6 weeks-5 
years during the 11:00 service.

Sex Education Courses Offered
November 18

We will offer two sex-education courses 
on Saturday, November 18, 8:00-10:00 a.m. 
at the Advent.

Mary Flo Ridley’s video course Birds and 
the Bees is for parents of children in nursery 
through 4th grade and will be held in the 
Chapter Room. A nursery will be provided 
for infants through 5-year-olds.

The Bible Talks About That?! is our sex-
education program for Advent 5th and 6th 
graders as well as parents. At least one par-
ent must accompany their child.

Register for these courses at AdventBir 
mingham.org/Family. See page 2 for details.

Midday Music: Charles Kennedy
to Present Harpsichord Recital

Our own Charles Kennedy will present 
a free, 30-minute concert on the Advent’s 
harpsichord on Friday, November 17, 12:30 
p.m. in the Nave. See page 3 for details.

Third Wednesday Lunch November 15
Ageless Adventers will gather for the next 

Third Wednesday luncheon on November 
15, noon at Cranmer House. See page 2 for 
more information.



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT’S GOING ON!

November 12, 2023

Advent House: Intercessory prayer is on-going through the Ad-
vent House Prayer Ministry. To schedule a prayer session at Advent 
House, call Kathy Logue at 205-410-4622.

Pastoral Notice: If you are going into the hospital, have 
need of prayer or counsel, or have a family member unable 
to attend church, please call the Pastoral Care Office at 205-
226-3500.

serving & outreach

Lenten Lunches
Ticket Presales Happening Sundays in Clingman

 Ticket presales for Lenten Lunches 2024 are underway on 
Sundays in Clingman Commons. We’ll be there this Sunday, 
November 12, as well as Sundays, November 19 and Decem-
ber 3, 10, and 17. Tickets make great stocking-stuffers. Be 
sure to stop by our table to purchase tickets and to volunteer 
for Lenten Lunches.

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Youth Ministry
“Farmer Night” Family Dinner this Sunday

Join us for “Farmer Night” at Family Dinner this Sunday, 
November 12, 6:00-7:30 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden 
Avenue, 35209). Bring a friend, wear your straw hat, and celebrate 
harvest with us!

For more information about our Youth Ministry, contact Mary 
Ann McCarty (MaryAnn@CathedralAdvent.com) or Will Fagan 
(Fagan@CathedralAdvent.com).

Ageless Adventers
Jay Gardner to Speak at Next Third Wednesday Luncheon

The next Ageless Adventers Third Wednesday luncheon will be 
Wednesday, November 15, noon at Cranmer House (2814 Linden 
Avenue, 35209). Jay Gardner, the Advent’s Canon Pastor, will speak.

Whether you are still active, newly retired, or have been enjoying 
flexibility for decades, you are welcome! So that we may have an 
accurate count for lunch, please RSVP by Friday, November 10, to 
Stella Schreiber (205-443-8558, Stella@CathedralAdvent.com).

education

Sex Education
For Parents of Younger Children: Birds and the Bees

We will offer Mary Flo Ridley’s nationally renowned Birds and 
the Bees video course on Saturday, November 18, 8:00-10:00 
a.m. in the Chapter Room at the Advent. The program is for 
parents of children in nursery through 4th grade. This course 
guides parents on how to become the 
trusted, go-to source their children can 
come to with questions about the hu-
man body, reproduction and concep-
tion, and sexual-related issues. Register 
at AdventBirmingham.org/Family or 
scan the QR code (right). Nursery will 
be offered for infants through age 5.

For 5th and 6th Graders (and Parents)
On Saturday, November 18, the Advent will host The Bible 

Talks About That?!, our annual sex education program for 5th 
and 6th graders as well as parents. The children’s program is 
for Advent 5th and 6th graders only and will cover both the 
biological and emotional aspects of sexuality. The parents pro-
gram is for parents with children of any age and will focus 
on how to communicate with children 
about sex. The event will start at 8:00 
a.m. in the Refectory that morning 
before kids and adults break up into 
different groups, and will conclude at 
10:00 a.m. At least one parent must 
accompany their child. Sign up at Ad 
ventBirmingham.org/Family or scan 
the QR code (right).

Women’s Ministries
Christ in the Christmas Crunch Set for December 7

No matter your progress in decking your halls, take a break and 
join us for Christ in the Christmas Crunch! On Thursday, December 
7, we’ll gather from 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in Clingman Commons 
(early bird shopping begins at 11:00 a.m.!) for live, festive music, 
shopping from a variety of ministry and fair-trade vendors, a 
delicious lunch, and an encouraging gospel message from Leslie 
Housman. Cost is $15 and your guests are welcome! Register to 
attend at AdventBirmingham.org/Women, through your Realm 
account, or by contacting Janet Dozier (Janet@CathedralAdvent.
com, 205-226-3503).

St. Mary’s Guild to Gather November 30
All women in their 20s and 30s are invited to hear Dr. Gisela 

Kreglinger-Smith on Thursday, November 30, from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
at the home of Susan Elliott (3895 Glencoe Drive, 35213). Gis-
ela will speak on Hearing God’s Voice in Times of Confusion and 
Disorientation. 

St. Mary’s is a fellowship group for the youngest women of the 
church in any stage of life. St. Mary’s gathers twice a year to share 
life together and hear a renewing word about God’s ever-present 
love for his children.

Register through your Realm account or contact co-chairs Mary 
Jane McAllister (256-872-0785) or Kathryn Maxwell (205-393-4484) 
with questions, to RSVP, or to volunteer to bring a snack to share.



For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is a gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast.          - Ephesians 2:8-9
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serving & outreach

 
worship

Lectionary: Sunday, November 12
Psalm 78:1-7 or
Psalm 70
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Amos 5:18-24
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

Thanks for the Coats
Above: Debbie and Tom Tiffin load one of many bags of coats.
Thank you for helping us collect so many coats for Pathways on 

October 22 and 29! Pathways staff collected the coats just as the 
temperature began to drop. A staffer said, “We’ve been handing 
out coats and jackets all afternoon! The women are so grateful.”

Coat Drive

making music

Charles Kennedy to Perform Harpsichord Recital
November 17

Charles Kennedy (above), the Advent’s Associate Director of Mu-
sic and Organist, will present a free, 30-minute recital on the Ad-
vent’s French double harpsichord on Friday, November 17, 12:30 
p.m. in the Nave. This Midday Music concert will feature a program 
of music by English composer William Byrd, in commemoration of 
the 400th anniversary of Byrd’s death, following up on a similar 
program performed in the Midday series this past February. Byrd 
was the most famous composer of his generation, noted especially 
for his keyboard works and sacred choral music, much of the latter 
written for use in the Anglican service.

The concert will be livestreamed on AdventBirmingham.org/Live 
and our associated digital platforms.

Midday Music Baptism Banners 
A Beloved Tradition Returns

Public baptism on November 
5 saw the return of a beloved 
Advent tradition with the un-
veiling of a new design for our 
baptism banners. In redesigning 
the banners, it was important 
to the committee, comprised of 
textile artists and others inter-
ested in seeing this tradition 
return, to maintain a familiar 
look. To that end, the banners 
are the same size and shape and 
include traditional and historical 
baptismal symbols just as they did in the past.

We wanted these baptismal banners to celebrate all the 
good work the Lord has done. The shepherd’s crook and cross 
intertwined recalls just how pastorally and righteously he tends 
to all his children. The mighty dove harkens back to Genesis 
1 – the Spirit hovering over the waters, waiting excitedly for 
the word to share in creation. This same dove is present at the 
baptism of Jesus Christ and our children. Lest we forget that 
faith is a gift and not of our own doing, the lit candle illuminates 
the precise and precious work of the Holy Spirit to generate 
good and saving faith through triune grace. The olive branch 
reminds us not only of God’s care of Noah and his family, but 
also of the new life God promises our church family. Under 
every cross are separated waters – beckoning us to recall all the 
Lord has delivered his children from, all that the Lord will bring 
us through, and the cleansing of sin through Christ our Living 
Water. Finally, the shell is a vessel used to hold water at the 
seashore or at the river; it is a symbol of pilgrimage.

Each banner was crafted using sewing, applique, hand 
embroidery, and machine quilting. As a result, each is uniquely 
handmade and set apart, just like the children of God. Baptism 
recipients’ names will decorate a ribbon along the side of the 
cross and will serve as a keepsake to remember this joyous 
occasion. It is our hope that these processional banners proudly 
waving down the aisle of our church will be a glimpse of the 
celebration to come. Baptism celebrates the triune God dwelling 
among us and being decidedly for us. Jehovah Nissi – The Lord is 
my Banner.          - Margot Cooney
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Carolyn Hollis Conner: (Dean’s Discretionary Fund) by 
Kate Kiefer

Gail Sharp: (Dean’s Discretionary Fund) by Billy and Al-
lison Pritchard; Mrs. George B. Elliott

Lucy Kilpatrick: (Mission and Outreach) by Janice Kilpatrick
Evelyn Huff: (Mission and Outreach) by Mary and Victor 

Hanson
In Honor of Sandy and Paul Ash: (Music Discretionary 

Fund) by Sam Urmey

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Mary K Wilson: (Music Discretionary 

Fund) by Randy and Rosemary Ham; 
Elna Brendel; Lila McGahey; Ginny 
and Richard Anthony; Kate Kiefer

Mary McQueen Whatley: (Dean’s Dis-
cretionary Fund) by Kate Kiefer

transitions:
Birth: Peter Thomas Teardo, 
son of Carrie and Fred, on 
October 26

advent staff
The Very Rev. R. Craig Smalley, Dean and Rector
The Rev. Canon Thomas P. Murray, Vice Dean

The Rev. Canon Jay Gardner, Canon Pastor
The Rev. Canon Adam Young, Canon Missioner

diocesan staff
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama The Rt. Rev. Brian Prior, Assisting Bishop of Alabama

calendar:

Monday-Friday (No meeting November 23 and 24): AA – Coe Conference Room, noon

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Regular worship 
schedule

Youth Family Dinner 
- Cranmer House - 
6:00 p.m.

Ageless Adventers 
Third Wednesday 
- Cranmer House 
- noon

Midday Music - 
Nave - 12:30 p.m.

Sr. High Youth 
Retreat - Camp 
Winnataska

Birds and the Bees 
- Chapter Room - 
8:00 a.m.

The Bible Talks 
About That?! -
Advent - 8:00 a.m.

Regular worship 
schedule

Thanksgiving Day

Church Office 
closed

Church Office 
closed

14 15 16 17 18

20 21 22 23 24 25Nov 19

Nov 12 13

Bible Studies: We have more Bible studies meeting than we can list on the calen-
dar! Please join us in praising God for this blessing and visit AdventBirmingham.
org/BibleStudies for a list of options available to you. If you have any questions, 
please contact Fontaine Pope (Fontaine@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-443-8562).


