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A Word from Canon YoungNews & Events
Ash Wednesday Is February 14
Worship Schedule:
7:30 a.m. Holy Communion and Imposi-

tion of Ashes
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion and Imposi-

tion of Ashes; Advent Episcopal 
School Choral Ensemble sings

12:05 p.m. Lenten Preaching Series and 
Lenten Lunches begin

6:00 p.m. Holy Communion and Imposition 
of Ashes; Service livestreamed; 
Cathedral Choir sings; Nursery 
open for ages 5 and under

Vice Dean Murray will preach at the 7:30 
a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. services.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation.  - Romans 1:16

7:30 a.m. Holy Communion
Preacher: Dean Smalley
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion
In the Nave. Preacher: Dean Smalley
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion
In the Assembly Hall. Preacher: Cameron Cole
11:00 a.m. Choral Matins
Preacher: Dean Smalley
5:00 p.m. Holy Communion
Preacher: Cameron Cole

Maybe you heard the 
same NPR news report 
as I did in the past few 
weeks, detailing updat-
ed Pew Research on 
the sociology of relig-
ion in America. Most 
Americans now for the 

first time in history identify as “None” in the 
religious category. It’s confirmation of how 
research has been consistently tracking for 
decades – more and more people are disaf-
filiating from organized religion.

To be clear, this is religious affiliation, not 
belief in God. A small minority of Americans 
classify themselves as strictly atheist. Many 
may be agnostic in some sense, as I discov-
ered in my previous ministry experience on a 
university campus – not antagonistic toward 
spirituality or higher power, but resistant 
to particularized dogma and institutional 
structures. The synchronistic trend reveals 
that young people in particular are choos-
ing a buffet approach to their spirituality. 
Take a little bit of Judeo-Christian theology 
here, add a heaping side of health and well-
ness there, with a sprinkle of Westernized 
Buddhist meditative mindfulness and a few 
healing energy crystals to top things off – 

and Bam! A new re-mixed religious identi-
fication, complete with ritual, community, 
and a sense of purpose and meaning.

If this new cultural dynamic sounds like re-
packaged consumerist individualism in the re-
ligious marketplace, that’s probably because, 
well, it is. Instagram influencers, YouTube life 
coaches, mindfulness apps, Tumblr affinity 
blogs, and a host of other opportunistic forc-
es have been coalescing to the crescendo mo-
ment in which we find ourselves. Take heart, 
flock of Jesus Christ, for our Good Shepherd 
promises that even the gates of hell will not 
prevail against his Church. These are merely 
signs of the times – awash in self-stylized and 
customized pursuits of meaning-making in a 
chaotic and confusing world. Thankfully, the 
gospel has come to God’s world through the 
God-Man Jesus Christ, who meets us in our 
questions, doubts, fears, and longings. He 
has secured a salvation completely and per-
manently for all who turn to him. When our 
efforts at self-justification have failed us and 
when our long gaze into the mirror leaves us 
wanting, the Good News is not found inward 
or in technique, but in the sacrificial love and 
atoning salvation of Jesus. Thank God his 
grace pursues us in the gospel!

- Adam

This Sunday:
February 11, 2024

Adult Education (10:15-10:50 a.m.):
The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – God’s Story and Our 
Story: Snapshots From Acts – Dean Pinter
The Inquirers’ Class (Diocesan Conference Room) – 
Repentance and Belief – Rita Wright
We Don’t Talk About Amos: Why We Can’t Endure 
His Words Without Jesus (Living Room) – Kristen Pa-
dilla
Missio Dei: The Kingdom Is Here (Lower School 
Library) – Adam Young
Faith and Family (Assembly Hall) – Freedom From 
the Tyranny of Hurrying and Busyness: The Fearful 
Posture of Hurrying and Busyness – Cameron Cole

We will livestream the 9:00 Nave and 11:00 services.
Visit AdventBirmingham.org/Live, Facebook Live, or YouTube to access our stream.

Children’s & Youth Education:
Our 3s and 4s classes meet at 9:00 
a.m. Children in Kindergarten-3rd 
grade start the 9:00 service in 
church before leaving during the 
children’s dismissal to meet teach-
ers in Clingman Commons. Chil-
dren in 4th grade and higher and 
youth have classes between the 
9:00 and 11:00 services.
The Nursery opens for our In-
fants, Toddlers, and 2s classes at 
8:45 a.m. The Nursery is open for 
ages 6 weeks-5 years during the 
11:00 service.

Lenten Preaching and Lunches to Begin 
Ash Wednesday

Bishop Glenda Curry will open our Lenten 
Preaching Series on Wednesday, February 14, at 
12:05 p.m. Ken Jones will preach Thursday and 
Friday. Lenten Lunches also start on February 
14, serving 12:05-1:00 p.m. See page 2.

Breakfast to Return this Sunday;
Refectory Service Moving to Assembly Hall

Breakfast will resume this Sunday, February 
11, 8:00-9:00 a.m. in the Refectory. Also 
this Sunday, the 9:00 a.m. Refectory service 
will move to the Assembly Hall. See page 3.



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT’S GOING ON!

February 11, 2024

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Pastoral Notice: If you are going into the hospital, have need 
of prayer or counsel, or have a family member unable to attend 
church, please call the Pastoral Care Office at 205-226-3500.

Nursery Provided Thursdays
During Lent we will provide a nursery for children ages 5 and 

under on Thursdays from 11:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m. Registration is not 
necessary.

worship

Lectionary: Sunday, February 11
Psalm 50:1-6 • 2 Kings 2:1-12

2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

Youth Ministry
Go Super Bowling this Sunday

We are going Super Bowling with St. Mary’s and St. Luke’s this 
Sunday, February 11, 1:30-3:30 p.m. at Vestavia Bowl (1429 
Montgomery Highway, 35216). We can’t wait to see you there! 
Sign up at AdventBirmingham.org/Youth.

For more information, contact Mary Ann McCarty (MaryAnn@
CathedralAdvent.com) or Will Fagan (Fagan@CathedralAdvent.
com).

Lenten Lunches Begin Ash Wednesday
Lenten Lunches will be served from 12:05-1:00 p.m. every 

weekday of Lent except Good Friday. Look forward to the return 
of your favorite hot entrées every day. Count on the Advent’s 
signature pimento cheese, chicken salad, bing cherry salad, clas-
sic tomato aspic, and specially made desserts daily. All proceeds 
will benefit Bridge Ministries, helping individuals and families in 
the greater Birmingham area by providing direct emergency as-
sistance.

Lenten Preaching Series
We hope you will join us regularly for our Preaching Series. The 

service runs from 12:05-12:30 p.m. each weekday of Lent except 
Good Friday. Join us in-person as much as you are able, but when 
you can’t we hope you will join us for the livestream (Advent 
Birmingham.org/Live) or listen later on our audio pages (Audio.
AdventBirmingham.org). Visit AdventBirmingham.org/Lent to see 
the full preacher schedule.

Lenten Preachers this Week
Bishop Curry to Open Series on Ash Wednesday

Glenda Curry was invested as the 12th 
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 
in January 2021. She had been consecrated 
as Bishop Coadjutor in June 2020. Prior to 
her election as bishop, she served as Rector 
of All Saints Episcopal Church in Homewood, 
Alabama. Ordained in 2002, she was Rector 
of Epiphany Episcopal Church in Leeds, 
Alabama, until her move to All Saints in 2004.

Prior to her call to ordained ministry, Bishop 
Curry worked at the University of Alabama at Birmingham’s 
nursing school before she became Dean of Nursing at Troy 
University. She served as President of Troy’s Montgomery campus 
from 1992-1999, becoming Alabama’s first female president of 
a four-year public university. She and her husband William have 
two adult children.

Ken Jones to Preach Thursday and Friday, February 15 and 16
Ken Jones has served as Senior Pastor of 

Glendale Baptist Church in Miami, Florida, 
since 2010. He is also co-host of the Saints 
and Sinners Unplugged podcast. Active in 
pastoral ministry for 40 years, he is a frequent 
conference speaker and contributes to Table-
talk and Modern Reformation magazines.

A native of Los Angeles, California, Mr. 
Jones served as co-host of the White Horse 
Inn radio program for 20 years. A long-
time friend of the Advent, he has contributed to three books: 
Experiencing the Truth: Bringing the Reformation to the African-
American Church, Glory Road, and Keep Your Head Up. He is 
married to Lisa, and they have one adult son.

Parking During Lent
During Lent the Advent’s parking lot at the corner of Sixth Av-

enue North and Richard Arrington Jr. Boulevard (21st Street) is es-
pecially hard-pressed. We must accommodate volunteers making 
deliveries for Lenten Lunches and other short-term visitors to the 
church and school. We also must maintain access for emergency 
vehicles.

You can help! Please do not block any parking spaces, entranc-
es, or exits at any time.

Parking is available at reasonable rates at meters and at a num-
ber of lots and decks within a block of the Advent. Thank you for 
your cooperation.

20s & 30s Ministry
An Evening with Lenten Preacher Sam Bush February 20

Adventers in their 20s and 30s are warmly invited to hear an 
encouraging word from Lenten Preacher Sam Bush on Tuesday, 
February 20, 7:00 p.m. at the home of Stephen and Carolyn 
Greene (101 Pine Crest Road, 35223). Sam is the Associate 
Rector at Christ Episcopal Church in Charlottesville, Virginia. You 
might recognize his name from his contributions to Mockingbird 
Ministries’ blog and magazine. Catch Sam during our Lenten 
Preaching Monday-Wednesday, February 19-21, at 12:05 p.m. in 
the Nave. We hope you’ll join us!



Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for
the sake of your goodness, O Lord!                - Psalm 25:7
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Advent House: Intercessory prayer is on-going through the 
Advent House Prayer Ministry. To schedule a prayer session at 
Advent House, call Kathy Logue at 205-410-4622.

making music

James O’Donnell at the Advent
Acclaimed Musician to Conduct Cathedral Choir this Sunday

The Advent is honored to welcome James 
O’Donnell, LVO, for our morning choral ser-
vices this Sunday, February 11. He will conduct 
the Cathedral Choir at Holy Communion at 
9:00 a.m., and at Choral Matins, a special ser-
vice of Morning Prayer, at 11:00 a.m.

One of the most celebrated choral conduc-
tors, concert organists, and liturgical musicians 
of our time, Mr. O’Donnell (left) served for 
more than two decades as Organist and Mas-
ter of the Choristers at Westminster Abbey. 

During his tenure at Westminster Abbey, he directed the music for 
many significant occasions, including the funeral of Queen Eliza-
beth II. We hope you will make plans to attend and welcome Mr. 
O’Donnell to the Advent.

Photo: Clare Clifford

SOUPer Bowl Sunday Soup Sale
Soup Sale this Sunday to Benefit Pathways

This Sunday, February 11, the women of the Advent will sell 
soup to benefit the work of Pathways (PathwaysHome.org). To 
help with the sale, make, label, and freeze your favorite soup 
in one-quart containers. Then bring it to church by 9:00 a.m. 
this Sunday.

You can also support this effort with your purchase of deli-
cious, homemade soup for $10/quart. Cash, check, or credit 
card only, please.

serving & outreach

Breakfast Is Back this Sunday; Refectory 
Service Moving to Assembly Hall

Breakfast will resume on Sunday mornings starting this Sun-
day, February 11, 8:00-9:00 a.m. in the Refectory. For those 
who remember, it will be similar to before, with a hot breakfast 
as well as cereal and other offerings. We hope offering break-
fast again will not only make it easier for many of us to be here 
on Sunday mornings, but also offer the opportunity for us to 
gather and enjoy fellowship with one another.

With the resumption of breakfast, the 9:00 a.m. Refectory 
service will move to the newly renovated Assembly Hall this 
Sunday, February 11. The expanded Assembly Hall provides 
more space for this growing service while also benefiting our 
Sunday-morning classes.

education
Acolyte Training
Training Set for this Sunday

Acolyte Training for 5th graders and older will be held this Sun-
day, February 11, immediately following the 9:00 services. Those 
who are interested in learning more should meet Acolyte Masters 
Chris Carey, George Elliott, and Tommy Kitsmiller in the Chapel. 
The training will conclude at 10:55 a.m. Attending the training 
does not commit your child; we recommend children attend even if 
they are not fully certain about serving as an acolyte. For questions, 
contact Tara Davis (Tara@CathedralAdvent.com).

Women at Work
A Bible Study for All Women

Why? Because we all work. This study is an opportunity to 
get to know other women in different ages and stages of life, 
to share in the joys and struggles of the work each has been 
given in the context of Scripture study.

In our spring study, Busy vs. Hurry, Caroline Daw, Pam 
Simpson, Mary Bradley Anderson, and Julie Ogard will draw 
from a variety of Scripture that demonstrates our Lord’s mission 
and ministry, though busy, was never hurried.

The study will meet on Tuesday evenings for four weeks, Feb-
ruary 27-March 19, at Cranmer House (2814 Linden Avenue, 
35209). Gather at 6:00 p.m. for fellowship and dinner (provided!). 
Teaching begins promptly at 6:30, and we will wrap up at 7:30. 
Contact Leslie Housman (Leslie@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-
226-3511) with questions. Register at AdventBirmingham.org/
Women, through your Realm account, or by contacting Janet 
Dozier (205-226-3503, Janet@CathedralAdvent.com).

Concert Series
VOCES8 in Concert February 22

The British choral ensemble VOCES8 will return for their third 
performance in the Cathedral Concert Series on Thursday, Febru-
ary 22, 7:00 p.m. in the Nave – this time with a special program for 
Lent. Tickets may be purchased online at AdventBirmingham.org/
Music. This is a concert not to be missed!

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Mary K Wilson: (Endowment Fund) by Charlotte S. Murdock; Jud-

ith Speckman Russell • (Garden Fund) by Alice M. Bowsher; Debby 
and Bill Denson; Janne and Rusty Copeland

Jack Kiefer: (Dean’s Discretionary Fund) by Kate Kiefer
In Honor of Peggy Wilson: (Endowment Fund) by J. Bradley and 

Betty Wilson
In Honor of John Hiott, Jr.: (Endowment Fund) by Perry Hiott
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David Blount: (Endowment Fund) by Anne-Marie 
Brown

In Honor of Hallie Rawls: (Endowment Fund) by 
Charles Scribner

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. Lee Thuston: (Dean’s Dis-
cretionary Fund) by George and Frances Wheelock

In Thanksgiving for the Baptism of George 
Gardner: (Dean’s Discretionary Fund) by Charlie 
and Liz Scribner

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Katherine Gaillard Sharp: (Mission and 

Outreach) by Alice M. Bowsher
Jane Leatherbury Newman: (Endow-

ment Fund) by Julie and Jim Goyer
Brenda Flynn: (Garden Fund) by Clay 

and Miriam Morris

transitions:
Birth: Virginia Grace Davis, 
daughter of Lacey and Andrew, 
on January 24

Death: Louise Holman Stumpf, 
on January 28

advent staff
The Very Rev. R. Craig Smalley, Dean and Rector
The Rev. Canon Thomas P. Murray, Vice Dean

The Rev. Canon Jay Gardner, Canon Pastor
The Rev. Canon Dr. Dean Pinter, Canon Theologian
The Rev. Canon Adam Young, Canon Missioner

diocesan staff
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama The Rt. Rev. Brian Prior, Assisting Bishop of Alabama

calendar:

Every Sunday: Breakfast – Refectory, 8:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday: AA – Coe Conference Room, noon

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Regular worship 
schedule
Choral Matins at 
11:00 a.m.
Soup Sale - Cling-
man Commons
Youth Super Bowl-
ing - Vestavia Bowl 
- 1:30 p.m.

Ash Wednesday
Holy Communion 
at 7:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., and 6:00 p.m.
Lenten Preaching 
- Glenda Curry - 
12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching - 
Ken Jones - 12:05 
p.m.

Lenten Preaching - 
Ken Jones - 12:05 
p.m.

Regular worship 
schedule

Lenten Preaching - 
Sam Bush - 12:05 
p.m.

Lenten Preaching - 
Sam Bush - 12:05 
p.m.

20s & 30s Evening 
with Sam Bush 
- 101 Pine Crest 
Road - 7:00 p.m.

Lenten Preaching - 
Sam Bush - 12:05 
p.m.

Lenten Preaching - 
Stu Shelby - 12:05 
p.m.

Concert Series: 
VOCES8 - Nave - 
7:00 p.m.

Lenten Preaching - 
Stu Shelby - 12:05 
p.m.

13 14 15 16 17

19 20 21 22 23 24Feb 18

Feb 11 12

Bible Studies: We have more Bible studies meeting than we can list on the calen-
dar! Please join us in praising God for this blessing and visit AdventBirmingham.
org/BibleStudies for a list of options available to you. If you have any questions, 
please contact Fontaine Pope (Fontaine@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-443-8562).

Monday-Friday (Starting February 14): Lenten Lunches – Refectory 
and Clingman Commons, 12:05 p.m.


