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A Word from Canon PinterNews & Events

“Are you tired?... Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your 
life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me 
– watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay any-
thing heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to 
live freely and lightly.”        - Matthew 11:28-30, The Message

7:30 a.m. Holy Communion
Preacher: Canon Pinter
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion
In the Nave. Preacher: Canon Pinter
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion
In the Assembly Hall. Preacher: Canon Gardner
11:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
Preacher: Canon Pinter
5:00 p.m. Holy Communion
Preacher: Canon Gardner

In late 1992 we were 
given a leather-bound 
version of the New Tes-
tament of The Message. 
To be honest, I was a 
bit skeptical about par-
aphrase versions of the 
Bible, but I began to 

read. I started at the beginning – a very good 
place to start – in Matthew 1. The first few 
chapters were all right, but when I reached 
Matthew 11:28-30, I was “grace-fully” un-
done.

Why? Well, like many people, I have had 
times in my life when I’ve felt bone weary 
and, to quote the old King James, “heavy 
laden.” Usually, this occurs when I’ve got-
ten out of sync in my life, when my work 
and rest, my praying and playing, are imbal-
anced. Often, this is connected to misguid-
ed performative efforts – that is, thinking 
that working harder will make things bet-
ter. Sometimes, the heavy burdens come 

from shouldering unrealistic expectations. 
Sometimes, it is just because life is full.

Maybe it isn’t surprising, but I’m feeling a 
bit tired and out of sync at present given all 
the dynamics of moving and trying to set-
tle in a new home – this, even with all the 
kindness, helpfulness, hospitality, and gen-
erosity the Advent community has poured 
upon us.

In my fatigue, I return to Jesus’ promise – 
a promise I’m so grateful appears on every 
order of service the Advent prints. Before 
services, I try and find a place to receive it, 
quietly and reflectively. The translation in 
the bulletin is the ESV, I think. It is a fine 
translation. Sometimes, however, I appre-
ciate going back to the paraphrase I read 
over 30 years ago. It is good for my soul 
and encourages graceful rhythms, the 
rhythms I need and the ones I find when I 
keep in step with Jesus.

- Dean

This Sunday:
February 25, 2024

Adult Education (10:15-10:50 a.m.):
The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – God’s Story 
and Our Story: Snapshots From Acts – Dean 
Pinter
The Inquirers’ Class (Diocesan Conference 
Room) – Prayer – Adam Young
The Message of Isaiah for Today (Living 
Room) – Dennis Sansom
Faith and Family (Assembly Hall) – Freedom 
From the Tyranny of Hurrying and Busyness: 
The Light, Easy Yoke of Jesus – Cameron Cole

We will livestream the 9:00 Nave service and rebroadcast it at 11:00 a.m.
Visit AdventBirmingham.org/Live, Facebook Live, or YouTube to access our stream.

Children’s & Youth Education:
Our 3s and 4s classes meet at 9:00 
a.m. Children in Kindergarten-3rd 
grade start the 9:00 service in 
church before leaving during the 
children’s dismissal to meet teach-
ers in Clingman Commons. Chil-
dren in 4th grade and higher and 
youth have classes between the 
9:00 and 11:00 services.
The Nursery opens for our Infants, 
Toddlers, and 2s classes at 8:45 
a.m. The Nursery is open for ages 
6 weeks-5 years during the 11:00 
service.

Lenten Preaching this Week:
Mark Mattes and Jennifer McNutt

Mark Mattes, Professor of Theology 
and Philosophy at Grand View University 
in Des Moines, Iowa, will preach Monday-
Wednesday, February 26-28, at 12:05 p.m. 
Jennifer McNutt, Associate Professor of 
Biblical and Theological Studies at Wheaton 
College in Wheaton, Illinois, will be our 
noonday preacher Thursday, February 29, 
and Friday, March 1.

Lenten Lunches will be served Monday-
Friday, 12:05-1:00 p.m.

See page 2 for more information.

Mark Mattes to Speak at Cranmer House 
February 26

Lenten Preacher Mark Mattes will give 
a lecture entitled Ditching the Checklist: 
Assurance of Salvation for Evangelicals (and 
Other Sinners) on Monday, February 26, 7:00-
8:30 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden 
Avenue, 35209). An old friend of the Advent, 
he has a particular interest in theology as it 
serves the church. All are warmly invited. See 
page 2 for more on Dr. Mattes.

20s & 30s Gathering for Lenten
Preaching and Lunches on Thursdays

See page 2.



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT’S GOING ON!

February 25, 2024

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Pastoral Notice: If you are going into the hospital, have need 
of prayer or counsel, or have a family member unable to attend 
church, please call the Pastoral Care Office at 205-226-3500.

worship

Lectionary: Sunday, February 25
Psalm 22:22-30 • Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

Romans 4:13-25 • Mark 8:31-38

Women’s Ministries
Lenten Preacher Kelsi Klembara to Speak March 13

Advent women and friends will gather 
Wednesday, March 13, 6:30-8:00 p.m. at 
Cranmer House to hear Kelsi Klembara, 
writer, podcaster, and online content man-
ager for 1517 ministries. Kelsi (right) is 
the host of Outside Ourselves, a videocast 
featuring conversations about God’s gift 
of faith and what it means for saving faith 
to stand outside of our works and abilities. 
Kelsi is also the co-editor of Theology of the 
Cross: Luther’s Heidelberg Disputation & Reflections on Its 28 
Theses. 

There is no cost for this event, but please register so we 
can plan appropriately for seating at AdventBirmingham.org/
Women, through your Realm account, or by contacting Janet 
Dozier (Janet@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-226-3503). Hope to 
see you there!

Youth Ministry
“Fancy Night” Is this Sunday

Join us for our annual “Fancy Night” at Family Dinner this 
Sunday, February 25, 6:00 p.m. at Cranmer House. This is one of 
our favorite traditions! Dress as fancy as you want, bring a friend, 
and join us for dinner and worship.

For more information, contact Mary Ann McCarty (Mary Ann@
CathedralAdvent.com).

Lenten Preaching Series
The Lenten Preaching service runs from 12:05-12:30 p.m. each 

weekday of Lent except Good Friday. Join us in-person as much 
as you are able, but when you can’t we hope you will join us for 
the livestream (AdventBirmingham.org/Live) or listen later on our 
audio pages (Audio.AdventBirmingham.org). Visit AdventBirming 
ham.org/Lent to see the full preacher schedule.

Lenten Preachers this Week
 Mark Mattes Returns to Preach Monday-Wednesday

Mark Mattes is Professor of Theology and 
Philosophy at Grand View University in Des 
Moines, Iowa, where he serves as Chair of 
the Department of Theology. An ordained 
Lutheran pastor, he served parishes in Illinois 
and Wisconsin before his call to Grand View 
in 1995.

A veteran of our Lenten series, he has auth-
ored several books, including Luther’s Theology 
of Beauty: A Reappraisal and The Role of 
Justification in Contemporary Theology. Dr. Mattes has also co-
edited Gerhard Forde’s theological essays and co-translated works 
of Oswald Bayer, as well as written numerous essays and reviews. 
He is an associate editor for Lutheran Quarterly and serves on the 
Continuation Committee of the International Luther Congress. 
He and his wife Carol have three adult children.

Jennifer McNutt  Is the Lenten Preacher Thursday and Friday
Jennifer McNutt is Associate Professor of 

Biblical and Theological Studies at Wheaton 
College in Wheaton, Illinois, where she has 
served since 2008. Holding graduate degrees 
from Princeton Theological Seminary and 
the University of St. Andrews, she is a Fellow 
in the Royal Historical Society and an award-
winning author and teacher.

An ordained Presbyterian pastor, she 
also serves as Parish Associate at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Glen Ellyn. Dr. McNutt has three books 
coming out in 2024, including The Oxford Handbook of the Bible 
and the Reformation and The Mary We Forgot: What the Apostle 
to the Apostles Teaches the Church Today. She is the co-founder 
of McNuttshell Ministries with her husband David. They have 
three children.

Bus to Run to Lenten Preaching and 
Lunches March 11 and 21

Please join the Ageless Adventers as we gather to ride the bus 
for Lenten Preaching and Lunches on Monday, March 11, and 
Thursday, March 21. The bus will leave Cranmer House (2814 Lin-
den Avenue, 35209) promptly at 11:35 a.m., and return following 
lunch. You will have an opportunity to pre-order your lunch on 
the bus ride, and then join us as we sit together following the 
preaching. Questions? Contact Stella Schreiber, Pastoral Care As-
sociate (205-443-8558, Stella@CathedralAdvent.com).

20s & 30s Ministry
20s & 30s to Meet for Lenten Preaching on Thursdays

On Thursdays during Lent, Adventers in their 20s and 30s 
are invited to join Will Fagan and Margaret Pope to attend 
the preaching service, followed by lunch together. Preaching 
services start at 12:05 p.m. in the Nave, and we will gather in 
the Refectory for lunch at the conclusion of the service, around 
12:35 p.m. (Look for our reserved table.) We look forward to 
seeing you this Lenten season!



Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for
the sake of your goodness, O Lord!                - Psalm 25:7
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education

Women at Work
Last Call To Register for Study Beginning February 27

The Women at Work Bible study for all women (because 
all women work!) will begin Tuesday, February 27, at 
Cranmer House, but it’s not too late to sign up! Drawing 
from both Old and New Testament Scriptures, teachers 
Mary Bradley Anderson, Caroline Daw, Julie Ogard, and 
Pam Simpson will lead participants in a four-week study, 
Busy vs. Hurry. Through this study, participants will see 
that while our Lord is always busy, he is never in a hurry. 
Jesus’ ministry invites us to find freedom from the non-
stop, on-the-go demands of our current culture.

Dinner is served at 6:00 p.m., study begins promptly at 
6:30, and we’ll finish by 7:30. Register at AdventBirming 
ham.org/Women, through your Realm account, or by con-
tacting Janet Dozier (Janet@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-
226-3503).

serving & outreach
Souper Bowl Soup Sale
Thanks for a Super-Successful Sale!

Chowders and chilies and cassoulets – oh my! Thank you to 
everyone who participated in our annual Souper Bowl Soup Sale on 
February 11! Whether you cooked or shopped the amazing variety of 
soups on Super Bowl Sunday, you contributed to Pathways’ efforts 
to assist women and children on the path out of homelessness. Visit 
PathwaysHome.org to learn more about Pathways or to find out how 
else you can support this great ministry. 

Advent House Prayer Ministry
Intercessory Prayer Available at Advent House

So Jesus again said to them, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the 
door of the sheep. I am the door. 
If anyone enters by me, he will 
be saved and will go in and out 
and find pasture. The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly. I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep.”

- John 10:7, 9-11

The Advent House Prayer Minis-
try welcomes you to come for prayer whatever your need 
may be. Come when you are seeking God’s healing of an 
illness or broken relationship in your life, God’s comfort 
amidst a loss or hardship in your life, or God’s guidance 
when looking for direction in your life. Come and bring 
your prayer request to God. Prayer intercessors will pray 
on your behalf, trusting in the grace and the life-giving, 
redeeming, restorative, healing power of Christ Jesus.

Please contact Kathy Logue (205-410-4622, Kathy@
CathedralAdvent.com) if you would like to schedule a 
prayer appointment at Advent House (2317 Arlington 
Avenue South, 35205).

spiritual growth
& fellowship

An Exciting Sunday Morning at the Advent
On Sunday, February 11, we joyfully welcomed back our beloved 

breakfast (above), enjoying fellowship over eggs and grits. Then our 
band-led morning worship service gathered in the newly renovated 
Assembly Hall for the first time (below). Many thanks to the staff and 
volunteers who made all of this possible!

Parish-Wide Prayer Meeting March 4
Adventers are invited to a Parish-Wide Prayer Meeting on Monday, 

March 4, 7:00 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209). 
Typically held the first Monday of the month, this hour-long meeting is 
set aside to pray for the Advent. For details, contact Carol Ann Collier 
(CarolC1118@gmail.com, 205-478-8081).
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William Mayfield Slaughter: (Endowment Fund) 
by Jamie Johnston; Mary and Jamie French; Millie 
and Billy Hulsey; Ann D. Haas; Adair and Whit De-
Bardeleben; Mrs. John Harrell • (Dean’s Discretion-
ary Fund) by Bob and Catherine Kirpalani

Gail Sharp: (Dean’s Discretionary Fund) by Marjorie 
Forney

In Honor of Cameron Cole: (Dean’s Discretionary 
Fund) by Charlie and Liz Scribner

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Leighton Clyde Wilson: (Pastoral Care) by 

Kate Kiefer
Frances F. Tilghman: (Pastoral Care) by Una 

Battles; Alton and Gail James
David Dean Blount: (Dean’s Discretionary 

Fund) by Kate Kiefer

transitions:
Baptism: Ivey Jones Priester, 
daughter of Davis and Elle, on 
February 11

Death: Michael Lloyd Gravois, 
on February 7

advent staff
The Very Rev. R. Craig Smalley, Dean and Rector
The Rev. Canon Thomas P. Murray, Vice Dean

The Rev. Canon Jay Gardner, Canon Pastor
The Rev. Canon Dr. Dean Pinter, Canon Theologian
The Rev. Canon Adam Young, Canon Missioner

diocesan staff
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama The Rt. Rev. Brian Prior, Assisting Bishop of Alabama

calendar:

Every Sunday: Breakfast – Refectory, 8:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday: AA – Coe Conference Room, noon

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Regular worship 
schedule.

Youth Family 
Dinner - Cranmer 
House - 6:00 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Mark Mattes - 
12:05 p.m.

Mark Mattes 
Lecture - Cranmer 
House - 7:00 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Mark Mattes - 
12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Mark Mattes - 
12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Jennifer McNutt - 
12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Jennifer McNutt - 
12:05 p.m.

Regular worship 
schedule

Lenten Preaching 
- Malone Gilliam - 
12:05 p.m.

Parish-Wide Prayer 
Meeting - Cranmer 
House - 7:00 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Malone Gilliam - 
12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Tim Blackmon - 
12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Tim Blackmon - 
12:05 p.m.

Caregivers Support 
Lunch - Cranmer 
House - noon

Lenten Preaching 
- Tim Blackmon - 
12:05 p.m.

27 28 29 Mar 1 2

4 5 6 7 8 9Mar 3

Feb 25 26

Bible Studies: We have more Bible studies meeting than we can list on the calen-
dar! Please join us in praising God for this blessing and visit AdventBirmingham.
org/BibleStudies for a list of options available to you. If you have any questions, 
please contact Fontaine Pope (Fontaine@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-443-8562).

Monday-Friday: Lenten Lunches – Refectory and Clingman 
Commons, 12:05 p.m.


