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A Word from the DeanNews & Events

“Let the little children come to me.”         - Matthew 19:14

7:30 a.m. Holy Communion
Preacher: Vice Dean Murray
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
In the Nave. Preacher: Vice Dean Murray
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
In the Assembly Hall. Preacher: Canon Young
11:00 a.m. Holy Communion
Preacher: Vice Dean Murray
5:00 p.m. Evening Prayer
Preacher: Canon Young

Frederick Buechner, 
writing in Beyond Words, 
has an insight into chil-
dren’s books that goes, 
in his inimitable way, be-
yond them:

“Regardless of how 
many times you have 

read the books you loved as a child, the el-
ements of surprise and suspense are always 
present, so that right up to the last minute 
you can believe that Scrooge will go on be-
ing miserly in spite of everything and that 
Dorothy may never find her way home.

 “To us, as to the child, the happy end-
ing always comes as an unexpected gift 
from on high. It is the deepest truth that 
children’s books have to tell. Possibly it is 
the deepest truth there is.”

Perhaps you share some of my hang-ups 
and forced uncertainties. The word which I 
find myself using, realistic – the perceived 
need to be serious and mature – is more of-
ten in me a euphemism for cynicism, fear, 
and unbelief. As in with feigned wisdom to 
something hopeful: ‘Yes, but let’s be real-
istic.’

Jesus is realistic. He’s angry, he weeps, 
he’s frustrated, broken-hearted. Jesus does 
not deny the cruciform nature of life; he ac-
knowledges hardness of heart and unbelief, 
and does not deny the presence of trouble; 
he speaks of death. He speaks honestly to 
every part of our life, not turning away from 
even the most hidden and hurtful.

To these truths he speaks a deeper one, 
the great reversal. Paul brushes on what 
I’m hoping to say: “For now we see in a 
mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even 
as I have been fully known” (1 Corinthians 
13:12). The luminosity of God’s grace, un-
able to be fully understood, is known!

We are fully known and loved, pursued 
in saving grace – unexpected, unearned, 
true. The impossibly happy ending is re-
vealed in the cross and resurrection. A fully 
realistic story – death and suffering at the 
hands of power – is undone by a happy 
ending and unexpected gift from on high: 
“Father, forgive them…” (Luke 23:24); 
“He has risen” (Mark 16:6).

The deepest truth there is.
- Craig

This Sunday:
March 3, 2024

Adult Education (10:15-10:50 a.m.):
The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – God’s Story and 
Our Story: Snapshots From Acts – Dean Pinter
The Inquirers’ Class (Diocesan Conference 
Room) – The Lord’s Supper – Tom Murray
The Message of Isaiah for Today (Living 
Room) – Dennis Sansom
Missio Dei: The Coming Kingdom (Lower 
School Library) – Adam Young
Faith and Family (Assembly Hall) – Freedom 
From the Tyranny of Hurrying and Busyness: 
Human Limitation and Divine Sufficiency – 
Cameron Cole

We will livestream the 9:00 Nave service and rebroadcast it at 11:00 a.m.
Visit AdventBirmingham.org/Live, Facebook Live, or YouTube to access our stream.

Children’s & Youth Education:
Our 3s and 4s classes meet at 9:00 
a.m. Children in Kindergarten-3rd 
grade start the 9:00 service in church 
before leaving during the children’s 
dismissal to meet teachers in Cling-
man Commons. Children in 4th grade 
and higher and youth have classes be-
tween the 9:00 and 11:00 services. 
See Sunday’s service bulletin for de-
tails.
The Nursery opens for our Infants, 
Toddlers, and 2s classes at 8:45 a.m. 
The Nursery is open for ages 6 weeks-5 
years during the 11:00 service.

Lenten Preaching this Week:
Malone Gilliam and Tim Blackmon

Malone Gilliam, Rector of St. George’s 
Episcopal Church in Nashville, Tennessee, 
will preach Monday and Tuesday, March 4 
and 5, at 12:05 p.m. Tim Blackmon, Sen-
ior Pastor of Second Christian Reformed 
Church in Grand Haven, Michigan, will be 
our noonday preacher Wednesday-Friday, 
March 6-8.

Lenten Lunches will be served Monday-
Friday, 12:05-1:00 p.m.

See page 2 for more information.

Pray for the Advent March 4
Adventers are invited to a Parish-Wide 

Prayer Meeting on Monday, March 4, 
7:00 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden 
Avenue, 35209). Typically held the first Mon-
day of the month, this hour-long meeting is 
set aside to pray for the Advent. For details, 
contact Carol Ann Collier (CarolC1118@
gmail.com, 205-478-8081).

Bus to Run to Lenten Preaching
March 11 and 21

Join the Ageless Adventers to ride the bus 
to Lenten Preaching and Lunches on March 
11 and 21. See page 2 for details.



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT’S GOING ON!

March 3, 2024

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Pastoral Notice: If you are going into the hospital, have need 
of prayer or counsel, or have a family member unable to attend 
church, please call the Pastoral Care Office at 205-226-3500.

worship

Lectionary: Sunday, March 3
Psalm 19 • Exodus 20:1-17

1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

Women’s Ministries
“Theology of the Body: How God Redeems All of Us”
An Evening Event with Kelsi Klembara

In a world that either glorifies or demeans our bodies, as 
Christians how are we meant to view our bodies in light of 
Christ’s redemption?  Lenten Preacher Kelsi Klembara will explore 
what Scripture has to say about our physical forms and the good 
news that God’s promises for us are tied to the embodiment of 
our Savior. Appropriate for women in every stage of life, this 
event would also be a great mother/daughter outing (for girls in 
high school and older). 

Kelsi is the online content manager for 1517 and hosts the 
video podcast, Outside Ourselves, which features conversations 
about God’s gift of faith and what it means for a saving faith to 
stand outside of our abilities and works. She and her husband 
Doug have three children and live in Dallas, Texas.

Join us Wednesday, March 13, 6:30-8:00 p.m. at Cranmer 
House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209) for Kelsi’s talk followed 
by discussion and Q&A. Light snacks will be served. There is no 
charge, but please let us know you are coming so we have a 
good headcount for seating and refreshments. You can register 
at AdventBirmingham.org/Women, through your Realm account, 
or by contacting Janet Dozier (Janet@CathedralAdvent.com, 
205-226-3503).

Lenten Preaching Series
The Lenten Preaching service runs from 12:05-12:30 p.m. each 

weekday of Lent except Good Friday. Join us in-person as much 
as you are able, but when you can’t we hope you will join us for 
the livestream (AdventBirmingham.org/Live) or listen later on our 
audio pages (Audio.AdventBirmingham.org). Visit AdventBirming 
ham.org/Lent to see the full preacher schedule.

Lenten Preachers this Week
 Malone Gilliam to Preach Monday and Tuesday

Malone Gilliam is Rector of St. George’s 
Episcopal Church in Nashville, Tennessee, 
where he previously served as Associate 
Rector for Family Ministries. A graduate of 
Trinity School for Ministry, he also served at 
Church of the Holy Cross in Sullivan’s Island, 
South Carolina.

Born and raised in Fort Davis, a rural cattle 
ranching community in southwest Texas, 
his heritage is steeped in the independent, 
frontier spirit of cowboy country. Prior to his call to ordained 
ministry, Mr. Gilliam had two different careers: working in 
corporate meeting planning in the Southeast, and then with 
Micro Devices, an integrated circuit manufacturer in Austin, 
Texas. Among his “mentors from afar,” he includes Thomas and 
James, C.S.Lewis, and Brennan Manning. He and his wife Mary 
have four daughters.

Tim Blackmon Is the Lenten Preacher Wednesday-Friday
Tim Blackmon is Senior Pastor of Second 

Christian Reformed Church, in Grand Haven, 
Michigan, where he has served since 2022. 
He was a church planter in California for 15 
years, planting River Rock Church where 
he served as Pastor. He became the Senior 
Pastor of the American Protestant Church 
of The Hague, a position he held from 
2008-2015. He then served as Chaplain at 
Wheaton College for five years. 

Born in The Hague, The Netherlands, Mr. Blackmon studied 
at the European Bible Institute in Lamorlaye, France, and Calvin 
Theological Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He is married to 
Betsy, and they have four children.

Bus to Run to Lenten Preaching and 
Lunches March 11 and 21

Please join the Ageless Adventers as we gather to ride the bus 
for Lenten Preaching and Lunches on Monday, March 11, and 
Thursday, March 21. The bus will leave Cranmer House (2814 Lin-
den Avenue, 35209) promptly at 11:35 a.m., and return following 
lunch. You will have an opportunity to pre-order your lunch on 
the bus ride, and then join us as we sit together following the 
preaching. Questions? Contact Stella Schreiber, Pastoral Care As-
sociate (205-443-8558, Stella@CathedralAdvent.com).

20s & 30s Ministry
20s & 30s to Meet for Lenten Preaching on Thursdays

On Thursdays during Lent, Adventers in their 20s and 30s 
are invited to join Will Fagan and Margaret Pope to attend 
the preaching service, followed by lunch together. Preaching 
services start at 12:05 p.m. in the Nave, and we will gather in 
the Refectory for lunch at the conclusion of the service, around 
12:35 p.m. (Look for our reserved table.) We look forward to 
seeing you this Lenten season!



Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for
the sake of your goodness, O Lord!                - Psalm 25:7
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Advent House: Intercessory prayer is on-going through the 
Advent House Prayer Ministry. To schedule a prayer session at 
Advent House, call Kathy Logue at 205-410-4622.

 
worship

education

Above and below: On February 11, our 5th graders had a 
wonderful Acolyte Interest class led by some of our Acolyte 
Masters. For information on children serving as acolytes, contact 
Tara Davis (Tara@CathedralAdvent.com).

spiritual growth
& fellowship

Choral Evensong
Evensong for Lent Set for March 14

The Cathedral Choir will sing Choral 
Evensong for Lent on Thursday, March 
14, at 5:30 p.m. in the Nave. A sung 
version of the Evening Prayer service, 
Evensong is drawn almost entirely 
from the Bible.

Among the music to be sung will be 
the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in d 
minor by Thomas Attwood Walmisley, 
the Preces and Responses by Randall 

Svane, and William Byrd’s motet Civitas sancti tui. Dean Smalley 
will officiate. All are invited to come and worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness, and find rest in the gospel message.

Caregivers Support Group
Lunch Gathering March 8

Caregivers are invited to a monthly lunch with others who 
have been impacted by the increasing demands of caring for a 
loved one. The next gathering will be Friday, March 8, noon at 
Cranmer House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209). You are welcome 
whether you are a full-time caregiver or you are just beginning 
to experience changes in your life due to the health of a family 
member. To RSVP for lunch or for more information, contact 
Stella Schreiber (Stella@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-443-8558).

Youth Ministry
Pickleball with St. Mary’s March 10

Let’s play pickleball! Advent youth are invited to join us 
Sunday, March 10, 1:30-3:30 p.m. at the Mountain Brook Club 
(19 Beechwood Road, 35213) as we play with the youth from 
St. Mary’s. For more information, contact Mary Ann McCarty 
(MaryAnn@CathedralAdvent.com) or Will Fagan (Fagan@Cathe 
dralAdvent.com).

Women’s Ministries

Above: Women of the Advent gather weekly on Sunday 
afternoons to play pickleball. Beginners are welcome! Contact 
Amy Ager (AmyNealAger@gmail.com) for more information.

Children’s Acolyte Training
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coming up:
•Ageless Adventers Fellowship in the Pines: Monday, October 1, 
St. Martin’s, noon

Frances G. Tilghman: (Pastoral Care): by the Ham-
ilton Square Residential Association • (Endow-
ment Fund) by Dorothy Lyles

William Mayfield Slaughter: (Endowment Fund) 
by Zoe and Marcus Cassimus; Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Brooke Johnston, Jr.; Mrs. Charles R. Terry • (Gar-
den Fund) by Nancy Poynor

In Honor of the Baptism of Winnie O’Connor: 
(Endowment Fund) by Susan Trousdale

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
Leighton Clyde Wilson: (Mission and Out-

reach) by Dorothy Lyles
Rex Harris and David Blount: (Dean’s Dis-

cretionary Fund) by Billy and Allison Pritchard
Charlotte Foster Baugh: (Endowment Fund) 

by Sallie and Bill Pradat

transitions:
Deaths: Paul Loring Ash, on 
February 15; James Stuart 
McAtee, on February 17

advent staff
The Very Rev. R. Craig Smalley, Dean and Rector
The Rev. Canon Thomas P. Murray, Vice Dean

The Rev. Canon Jay Gardner, Canon Pastor
The Rev. Canon Dr. Dean Pinter, Canon Theologian
The Rev. Canon Adam Young, Canon Missioner

diocesan staff
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama The Rt. Rev. Brian Prior, Assisting Bishop of Alabama

calendar:

Every Sunday: Breakfast – Refectory, 8:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday: AA – Coe Conference Room, noon

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Regular worship 
schedule.

Lenten Preaching 
- Malone Gilliam - 
12:05 p.m.

Parish-Wide Prayer 
Meeting - Cranmer 
House - 7:00 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Malone Gilliam - 
12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Tim Blackmon - 
12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Tim Blackmon - 
12:05 p.m.

Caregivers Support 
Lunch - Cranmer 
House - noon

Lenten Preaching 
- Tim Blackmon - 
12:05 p.m.

Regular worship 
schedule

Youth Pickleball - 
Mountain Brook 
Club - 1:30 p.m.

Lenten Preaching - 
Aaron Zimmerman 
- 12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching - 
Aaron Zimmerman 
- 12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Kelsi Klembara - 
12:05 p.m.

Women’s Event 
with Kelsi Klem-
bara - Cranmer 
House - 6:30 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Kelsi Klembara - 
12:05 p.m.

Choral Evensong 
for Lent - Nave - 
5:30 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Robert Smith - 
12:05 p.m.
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Bible Studies: We have more Bible studies meeting than we can list on the calen-
dar! Please join us in praising God for this blessing and visit AdventBirmingham.
org/BibleStudies for a list of options available to you. If you have any questions, 
please contact Fontaine Pope (Fontaine@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-443-8562).

Monday-Friday: Lenten Lunches – Refectory and Clingman 
Commons, 12:05 p.m.


