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A Word from Canon YoungNews & Events

...Christ in you, the hope of glory.         - Colossians 1:27b

7:30 a.m. Holy Communion
Preacher: Canon Young
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
In the Nave. Preacher: Canon Young
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
In the Assembly Hall. Preacher: Will Fagan
11:00 a.m. Holy Communion
Preacher: Canon Young
5:00 p.m. Evening Prayer
Preacher: Will Fagan

March 17 conjures 
images of shamrocks, 
leprechauns, and pa-
rades, complete with 
green beer in some se-
lect locations. St. Pat-
rick’s Day gets a lot of 
attention in places like 

Savannah and Chicago where the rivers are 
reportedly dyed green in celebration, invit-
ing crowds to party in the streets. Our pop-
ular rendition of this Irish-themed holiday 
has significant religious roots, however. 

Patrick was a fourth-century bishop who 
became known as the Apostle of Ireland. 
He planted churches, evangelized new 
converts, and in many ways cemented a 
Christian presence on the Emerald Isle. As 
a teenager, Patrick was captured and taken 
to Ireland as a slave and was given the task 
of a herdsman. In his Confessions, Patrick 
wrote, “The Lord opened my senses to my 
unbelief … more and more the love of God 
and fear of him grew strong within me, 
and as my faith grew, so the Spirit became 
more and more active.” Upon his escape 
and return to Britain, he gave his life to the 
service of God, who sent him back to the 

land of his enslavement for the ministry of 
evangelizing the Druids.

Instead of frivolity and partying, it may 
be proper to remember Patrick’s legacy by 
recalling the words of what has come to 
be known as St. Patrick’s Breastplate. In 
olden times, prayers were often written out 
and placed on the shields of soldiers and 
knights as they went into battle. “Christ 
with me, Christ before me, Christ behind 
me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ 
above me … Christ when I lie down, Christ 
when I arise ….” 

Imagine such reminders as you and I 
start our day! What if before the impor-
tant meeting or the difficult conversation 
or the dreaded interaction, we reflected 
on the truth of the gospel – that if God be 
for me, who could be against me? That I 
go not as an orphan but as a child of God, 
beloved and redeemed in the sure and cer-
tain work of Jesus Christ. That I am not my 
own, because I was bought with a price. 
That the greatest truth of my life is not my 
reputation, status, or resume – but that I 
am claimed as Christ’s own and belong to 
him forever.

- Adam

This Sunday:
March 17, 2024

Adult Education (10:15-10:50 a.m.):
The Dean’s Class (Refectory) – God’s Story and 
Our Story: Snapshots From Acts – Dean Pinter
The Inquirers’ Class (Diocesan Conference 
Room) – Why We Do What We Do: Our Wor-
ship and Liturgy – Adam Young
Augustine, the Bible, and the 21st Century 
(Living Room) – Jason Wallace
Faith and Family (Assembly Hall) – Handling 
Kids’ Questions and Doubts With Wisdom and 
Grace – Cameron Cole

We will livestream the 9:00 Nave service and rebroadcast it at 11:00 a.m.
Visit AdventBirmingham.org/Live, Facebook Live, or YouTube to access our stream.

Children’s & Youth Education:
Our 3s and 4s classes meet at 9:00 a.m. 
Children in Kindergarten-3rd grade 
start the 9:00 service in church before 
leaving during the children’s dismissal. 
Children in 4th grade and higher and 
youth have classes between the 9:00 
and 11:00 services. See Sunday’s ser-
vice bulletin for details.
The Nursery opens for our Infants, 
Toddlers, and 2s classes at 8:45 a.m. 
The Nursery is open for ages 6 weeks-5 
years during the 11:00 service.

Lenten Preaching this Week:
Anthony Bradley, Paul Zahl, and
Julie Sparkman

Anthony Bradley, Research Fellow at The 
Acton Institute in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
will preach Monday and Tuesday, March 18 
and 19, at 12:05 p.m. Former Advent Dean 
Paul Zahl will be our noonday preacher 
Wednesday and Thursday, March 20 and 
21. Julie Sparkman, Counselor at Restore 
Ministries in Birmingham, Alabama, will 
preach Friday, March 22.

Lenten Lunches will be served Monday-
Friday, 12:05-1:00 p.m.

See page 2 for more information.

Intercessory Prayer Available at
Advent House

Intercessory prayer is on-going through the 
Advent House Prayer Ministry. To schedule a 
prayer session, call Kathy Logue at 205-410-
4622. See page 3 for details.

Bus to Run to Lenten Preaching March 21
Join the Ageless Adventers to ride the bus 

from Cranmer House to Lenten Preaching 
and Lunches on Thursday, March 21. Former 
Advent Dean Paul Zahl will preach. See page 
2 for more information.



GET INVOLVED! SEE WHAT’S GOING ON!

March 17, 2024

Pastoral Notice: If you are going into the hospital, have need 
of prayer or counsel, or have a family member unable to attend 
church, please call the Pastoral Care Office at 205-226-3500.

worship

Lectionary: Sunday, March 17
Psalm 51:1-13 or Psalm 119:9-16

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me. - Psalm 51:11

Jesus said, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Who-
ever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life...
“Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this 
world be cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all people to myself.”

- John 12:23-25, 31-32

Lenten Preaching Series
The Lenten Preaching service runs from 12:05-12:30 p.m. each 

weekday of Lent except Good Friday. Join us in-person as much 
as you are able, but when you can’t we hope you will join us for 
the livestream (AdventBirmingham.org/Live) or listen later on our 
audio pages (Audio.AdventBirmingham.org). Visit AdventBirming 
ham.org/Lent to see the full preacher schedule.

Lenten Preachers this Week
 Anthony Bradley to Preach Monday and Tuesday

Anthony Bradley is a Research Fellow at The 
Acton Institute in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
He also serves as Research Professor of Inter-
disciplinary and Theological Studies at Kuyper 
College. He previously was Professor of Rel-
igious Studies and Director of the Center for 
the Study of Human Flourishing at The King’s 
College, as well as Theologian-in-Residence 
at Redeemer Presbyterian Church, Lincoln 
Square.

Dr. Bradley lectures at colleges, business organizations, confer-
ences, and churches throughout the U.S. and abroad. He has 
authored a number of books, including his most recent, Heroic  
Fraternities. His writings on religious and cultural issues have been 
published in a variety of journals, including Christianity Today and 
Al-Jazerra.

Former Dean Paul Zahl Is the Noonday Preacher
Wednesday and Thursday

Paul Zahl was Dean and Rector of 
the Cathedral Church of the Advent in 
Birmingham, Alabama, from 1995-2004. 
He left Birmingham to become Dean and 
President of Trinity School for Ministry, and 
later served as Rector of All Saints Episcopal 
Church in Chevy Chase, Maryland, before 
his retirement. Before his call to the Advent, 
he served parishes in New York and South 
Carolina.

Dr. Zahl graduated from Harvard College and earned his 
doctoral degree at the University of Tübingen in Germany. He 
has written a number of books, including Grace in Practice and 
his most recent, Peace in the Last Third of Life: A Handbook of 
Hope for Boomers. He is also the voice of PZ’s Podcast. He and his 
wife Mary have three adult sons, all of whom serve in different 
forms of Christian ministry.

Bus to Run to Lenten Preaching and 
Lunches March 21

Please join the Ageless Adventers as we gather to ride the bus 
for Lenten Preaching and Lunches on Thursday, March 21. Former 
Advent Dean Paul Zahl will preach. The bus will leave Cranmer 
House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209) promptly at 11:35 a.m., and 
return following lunch. You will have an opportunity to pre-order 
your lunch on the bus ride, and then join us as we sit together fol-
lowing the preaching. Questions? Contact Stella Schreiber, Pasto-
ral Care Associate (205-443-8558, Stella@CathedralAdvent.com).

Nursery Provided Thursdays for Lenten 
Preaching and Lunches

During Lent we are providing a nursery for children ages 5 and 
under on Thursdays from 11:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m. Registration is not 
necessary.

Julie Sparkman to Preach Friday
Julie Sparkman is a Counselor at Restore 

Ministries in Birmingham, Alabama, a coun-
seling ministry she co-founded with Jennifer 
Ervin in 2012. She has been in private prac-
tice as a pastoral counselor since 1999. 
She works with adult individuals facing 
a variety of issues, including depression, 
disillusionment with God, and parenting 
through the various seasons of life.

Well-known to many Adventers, she is the 
author of three video-teaching series: Idol Addiction, Unhitching 
From the Crazy Train, and Six Weeks to Sane Thinking. Ms. Spark-
man  also co-hosts the podcast Head to Heart – Connecting What 
You Know to How You Live. It’s her desire that the work of Restore 
Ministries would be used to help people come to understand 
the radical and restorative impact of the gospel in their lives and 
relationships. She and her husband Wes have three children.



Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for
the sake of your goodness, O Lord!                - Psalm 25:7
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serving & outreach

Making Palm Crosses
Join in the Fellowship March 21

Adventers are invited to join in the fellowship and fun as we 
make palm crosses for Palm Sunday services. We’ll gather on 
Thursday, March 21, 1:30-4:00 p.m. in  Clingman Commons. No 
prior experience is needed! For more information, contact Stella 
Schreiber (Stella@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-443-8558).

education

Above: Our 1st graders grow in their relationships with one 
another during Sunday School fellowship time.

For more information on our Children’s Ministry, contact Tara 
Davis (Tara@CathedralAdvent.com)

Children’s Ministry

 

spiritual growth
& fellowship

20s & 30s Ministry
20s and 30s Meeting for Lenten Preaching on Thursdays

On Thursdays during Lent, Adventers in their 20s and 30s 
are invited to join Will Fagan and Margaret Pope to attend 
the preaching service, followed by lunch together. Preaching 
services start at 12:05 p.m. in the Nave, and we will gather in 
the Refectory for lunch at the conclusion of the service, around 
12:35 p.m. (Look for our reserved table.) We look forward to 
seeing you this Lenten season!

Youth Ministry
St. Patrick’s Family Dinner this Sunday

It’s St. Patrick’s Day at Family Dinner this Sunday, March 17, 
6:00-7:30 p.m. at Cranmer House (2814 Linden Avenue, 35209). 
Wear green and bring a friend! For more information, contact 
Mary Ann McCarty (MaryAnn@CathedralAdvent.com) or Will 
Fagan (Fagan@CathedralAdvent.com).

Come to Advent House for Intercessory Prayer
So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the 

door of the sheep. I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will 
be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”       - John 10:7, 9-11

The Advent House Prayer Ministry welcomes you to come for 
prayer whatever your need may be. Come when you are seeking 
God’s healing of an illness or broken relationship in your life, 
God’s comfort amidst a loss or hardship in your life, or God’s 
guidance when looking for direction in your life. Come and 
bring your prayer request to God. Prayer intercessors will pray on 
your behalf, trusting in the grace and the life-giving, redeeming, 
restorative, healing power of Christ Jesus.

Please contact Kathy Logue (205-410-4622, Kathy@
CathedralAdvent.com) if you would like to schedule a prayer 
appointment at Advent House (2317 Arlington Avenue South, 
35205).

Advent Inreach
Volunteers Needed to Deliver Lilies on Easter

We need volunteers to deliver Easter 
lilies to our parishioners who may not 
be able to attend services. The lilies and 
easy-to-follow directions can be picked 
up following the 11:00 a.m. service on 
Easter (March 31) and then delivered any 
time that day. You do not have to make 
your delivery immediately following the 
service. This is a wonderful way to meet 
other parishioners and to share the good 
news of Easter! To volunteer or for more 

information, contact Stella Schreiber (Stella@CathedralAdvent.
com, 205-443-8558).

Advent House Prayer Ministry
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coming up:
•Ageless Adventers Fellowship in the Pines: Monday, October 1, 
St. Martin’s, noon

memorials:
Gifts Were Given In Memory Of:
William Mayfield Slaughter: (Endowment Fund) by Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Dubi-

na; Judge and Mrs. Reese McKinney; Judge and Mrs. Joel Dubina; Rebecca Morris
Louise Akard Bowdoin: (Dean’s Discretionary Fund) by Kate Kiefer • (Cathedral 

Choir Fund) by Nancy and Ricky Bromberg
Paul Loring Ash: (Endowment Fund) by Laura and Richard Abernethy; Susan and 

Charles Bowman; Elizabeth and James Lanier

transitions:
Births: Evelyn “Evie” Frances Hyde, daughter 
of Lauren and Foster, on November 4, 2023; 
Haynes Matthew White, son of Virginia and 
Robert, on February 7

Death: Daniel Leon Lyles, on February 27

advent staff
The Very Rev. R. Craig Smalley, Dean and Rector
The Rev. Canon Thomas P. Murray, Vice Dean

The Rev. Canon Jay Gardner, Canon Pastor
The Rev. Canon Dr. Dean Pinter, Canon Theologian
The Rev. Canon Adam Young, Canon Missioner

diocesan staff
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry, Bishop of Alabama The Rt. Rev. Brian Prior, Assisting Bishop of Alabama

calendar:

Every Sunday: Breakfast – Refectory, 8:00 a.m.
Monday-Friday: AA – Coe Conference Room, noon

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Regular worship 
schedule

Youth Family 
Dinner - Cranmer 
House - 6:00 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Anthony Bradley 
- 12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Anthony Bradley - 
12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Paul Zahl - 12:05 
p.m.

Bus to Lenten 
Preaching - Cranmer 
House - 11:35 a.m.
Lenten Preaching 
- Paul Zahl - 12:05 
p.m.
Making Palm 
Crosses - Clingman 
Commons - 1:30 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Julie Sparkman - 
12:05 p.m.

Palm Sunday
Holy Communion 
at all services

Lenten Preaching 
- Josh Chatraw - 
12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Gordon Bals - 
12:05 p.m.

Lenten Preaching 
- Doug Sweeney - 
12:05 p.m.

Maundy Thursday
Lenten Preaching 
- James Spann - 
12:05 p.m.
Holy Communion 
and Stripping of 
the Chancel - 6:00 
p.m.

Good Friday

Church Office 
closed

The Liturgy for 
Good Friday - noon

19 20 21 22 23
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Mar 17 18

Monday-Friday (No lunches March 29): Lenten Lunches – 
Refectory and Clingman Commons, 12:05 p.m.

Bible Studies: We have more Bible studies meeting than we can list on the calendar! Please 
join us in praising God for this blessing and visit AdventBirmingham.org/BibleStudies for a 
list of options available to you. If you have any questions, please contact Fontaine Pope (Fon 
taine@CathedralAdvent.com, 205-443-8562).


